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FOLLOW ME
Johnny O. Trail

After His resurrection and before
His ascension to Heaven, Jesus
tells His disciples to follow

Him. In His discourse with Peter and
with those close by, Jesus repeats this
theme. John 21:18-22 says, “Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast
young, thou girdedst thyself, and
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but
when thou shalt be old, thou shalt
stretch forth thy hands, and another
shall gird thee, and carry [thee]
whither thou wouldest not. This spake
he, signifying by what death he should
glorify God. And when he had spoken
this, he saith unto him, Follow me.
Then Peter, turning about, seeth the
disciple whom Jesus loved following;
which also leaned on his breast at sup-
per, and said, Lord, which is he that
betrayeth thee? Peter seeing him saith
to Jesus, Lord, and what [shall] this
man [do]? Jesus saith unto him, If I
will that he tarry till I come, what [is
that] to thee? follow thou me.” Ulti-
mately, Peter and all of the Apostles
would pay a heavy cost for following
Jesus after His ascension.

Eternity will be determined
by who we choose to follow. Some
decide to follow the wrong person.
One who is spiritually blind is not a
safe guide for seeking biblical truth.
Matthew 15:12-14 says, “Then came
his disciples, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the Pharisees were
offended, after they heard this saying?
But he answered and said, Every
plant, which my heavenly Father hath
not planted, shall be rooted up. Let
them alone: they be blind leaders of
the blind. And if the blind lead the

blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”
The only thing that can illuminate
our spiritual understanding is the
word of God (Psalm 119:105).

There are ways in which we can-
not follow Christ.

We cannot follow Jesus and
be idle. Jesus worked throughout His
three year ministry. John 9:4 says, “I
must work the works of him that sent
me, while it is day: the night cometh,
when no man can work.” Suffice it to
say that Jesus accomplished more in
His three years than any of us will ac-
complish in a lifelong pursuit of min-
istry (John 21:25). In consideration of
what the Master accomplished, we
must work while there is time and
avoid being idle. John 4:34-36 says,
“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to
do the will of him that sent me, and to
finish his work. Say not ye, There are
yet four months, and then cometh har-
vest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up
your eyes, and look on the fields; for
they are white already to harvest. And
he that reapeth receiveth wages, and
gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that
both he that soweth and he that
reapeth may rejoice together.”

When we decide to follow
Jesus, we cannot lag behind.
Matthew 26:33-35 says, “Peter an-
swered and said unto him, Though all
men shall be offended because of thee,
yet will I never be offended. Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That
this night, before the cock crow, thou
shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto
him, Though I should die with thee,
yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also
said all the disciples.”Evidently, Peter

followed Jesus at a great distance
(Mark 14:54) during the mockery of a
trial that Christ had to endure. Only
one of the Apostles followed Jesus to
the very end (John). Since Peter was
following at a distance, or lagging be-
hind, he knew he had failed Christ
miserably (Matt. 26:75).

Instead of lagging behind
Jesus, we need to be following
closely. John 10:27-28 says, “My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me: And I give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand.” Hearing the
voice of Jesus means that we must be
within earshot of Him! Since Jesus is
not in the flesh to speak spiritual
truth today, we must study the Word
(2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). No per-
son can follow Jesus without hearing
His Words (Rom. 10:17).

For a moment, we might consider
the following analogy. Have you ever
been following someone in a caravan
and become separated from them as
a result of lagging behind? It may be
that you became separated by a red
light or some other traffic problem.
Regardless, lagging behind someone
in unfamiliar circumstances can lead
to one becoming lost! The same is true
in spiritual considerations. If you lag
behind in following after Jesus, there
is a real and tragic possibility of be-
coming lost! 

One cannot follow Christ and
have divided affections. Luke 9:57-
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The same old tired and misused
expressions keep surfacing from
digressives against the faithful:

“You are sowing discord,” “you’re caus-
ing division,” “why won’t you fellow-
ship everybody” “you’ve gotten
yourself out on a limb,” “you’re in a
dilemma,” etc., etc. Such expressions
are no better now than they have ever
been. They are insults aimed at sound
brethren. They are inspired of the
devil intended to cause the faithful to
“back off” and let up on their pressure
against error. However, those loyal to
the Lord must not let up! God doesn’t
give us a license to relax when the
going gets rough and the liberals start
whining.

The ploy used today is the same
as that used by wicked Ahab well over
2,700 years ago. Elijah was accused
by king Ahab of stirring up trouble in
Israel. “And it came to pass, when
Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto
him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?
And he answered, I have not troubled
Israel; but thou and thy father’s house,
in that ye have forsaken the com-
mandments of the LORD, and thou
hast followed Baalim” (1 Kings 18:17-
18).

The prophet Elijah was faithful in
his diligence to proclaim God’s Word.
The “sting” of his preaching was felt
by Ahab and, as a result, Elijah was
hated because of it. Surely, those
among Ahab’s camp didn’t like to be
around Elijah. You can only imagine
the sneers and taunts that were ut-
tered under breath when Elijah

would approach. Ah, here comes that
troubler! Watch what you say. Don’t
let him know what we are doing or he
will start preaching about it and we
don’t want to hear that! Are not these
same sentiments expressed today?

Elijah was not the trouble maker!
He simply proclaimed the “whole
counsel of God” as all faithful preach-
ers and church members do. Paul
made this clear to the elders of the
church of Ephesus when he said,
“Wherefore I take you to record this
day, that I [am] pure from the blood of
all [men]. For I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of
God” (Acts 20:26-27). A preacher’s job
is to condemn error in public and pri-
vate. “Preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2).
“Mark...and avoid” (Rom. 16:17).
“Have no fellowship with” (Eph. 5:11).
Those who won’t heed and obey these
passages are the ones causing trouble
in the kingdom of our dear Lord.

Those who turn aside to the right
hand or the left are the troublers in
spiritual Israel today. They wish to
fellowship everyone and turn a blind
eye to the many errors in which they
and others are involved! They are the
ones who cry, “let us all go along in
order to get along,” which is just as
false as false can be. There can be no
Biblical unity when there is doctrinal
error! Those who have “lockjaw”
(when it comes to the truth) are the
ones who have gotten themselves out
on a limb. They are the ones who are
in a dilemma. Dear faithful brethren,
don’t let the compromisers “turn the

tables” on you and make you feel like
you are the one in the wrong. This is
what Ahab sought to do to Elijah, but
he was too wise for that. So must we
be also. Stand up for what’s right. “Be
strong in the Lord, and in the power
of his might” (Eph. 6:10).

The Bible still says, “And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11). To “reprove” means to ex-
pose them. Ahab fellowshipped the
prophets of Baal. It must not be so
among us. The Scriptures are clear. “If
sinners entice thee, consent thou not”
(Prov. 1:10). “Enter not into the path of
the wicked, and go not in the way of
evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn
from it, and pass away” (Prov. 4:14-
15). “Now I beseech you, brethren,
mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid them. For
they that are such serve not our Lord
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and
by good words and fair speeches de-
ceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom.
16:17-18). “Whosoever transgresseth,
and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son. If there come
any unto you, and bring not this doc-
trine, receive him not into your
house, neither bid him God speed:
For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil deeds”
(2 John 9-11). Should we cut these
verses out of the Bible like those in
error do? No we should not.

Who is out on a limb? It’s not
those who are “contending for the
faith” as Jude 3 commands: “Beloved,
when I gave all diligence to write unto
you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and
exhort [you] that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints.”

Who will stand up for the Lord
and be counted? Life is too short and
eternity too long to forfeit the saving
Gospel. The apostle John wrote, “And
I heard a voice from heaven saying
unto me, Write, Blessed [are] the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them” (Rev. 14:13). I
want to die in the Lord, not out of the
Lord.

Is that not your same goal?
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WHO IS CAUSING DIVISION?
Garland M. Robinson

The brotherhood has an over-abundance of
false teachers in both churches and schools. They

are counting on their error not being exposed.
False doctrine and those who teach it is a cancer.
Therefore, the faithful will stand up and expose

them and their doctrine. Error, left 
untreated, leads to eternal destruction.



As you and I study the epistle
which we know as 1 John, it is
apparent that some of the first-

century Christians to whom John
wrote had come in contact with un-
truthful messages about fellowship,
love, and sin. What about the concept
of “knowing God?” That, too, was a
matter about which the saints needed
clarity.

Hear the message of 1 John 2:3-
6: “And hereby we do know that we
know him, if we keep his command-
ments. He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him. But
whoso keepeth his word, in him verily
is the love of God perfected: hereby
know we that we are in him. He that
saith he abideth in him ought himself
also so to walk, even as he walked.”

Some questions are in order. First
of all, in the context of 1 John 2:3-6,
who is the “one” that John speaks
about knowing? In verse five, we read
about “the love of God,”— so God is in
the picture. Also, when we follow the
pronoun “him” from verse three back
to the opening statements of the chap-
ter, what we see is a reference to the
Father and the Christ (2:1), followed
by a reference to Jesus being the pro-
pitiation for our sins (2:2). So, in this
context, knowing “him” refers to
knowing the “Lord.”

Is it possible for humans to know
God? John’s inspired message gives
an affirmative answer as he spoke of
those who legitimately “know him”
(2:3). Paul expressed his personal de-
sire to “know him and the power of his
resurrection” (Phil. 3:10). In this case,
the word “him” refers to the Christ. At
the time Paul wrote that statement,
he already had been in the Lord over
two decades. The apostle certainly
knew the fact that Jesus had risen
from the dead and that his resurrec-
tion showed him to be the Son of God
with power (Rom. 1:4). What Paul
longed for was to know the Lord per-

sonally and intimately, being able to
understand and appreciate as much
as humanly possible everything about
the Savior.

Is it possible for humans to know
that they “know” God? Yes. Look again
at 1 John 2:3: “And hereby we do know
that we know him, if we keep his com-
mandments.” John went on to declare,
“But whoso keepeth his word, in him
verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him”
(2:5). Thus, it is possible for one to
know “where he/she is” in their spiri-
tual life. A child of God can know Him
(2:3), know that he is in Him (2:5), and
know that he has eternal life (5:13).

Why is knowing the Lord such an
important matter? When Jesus
prayed to the Father about His au-
thority to grant eternal life to those
whom the Father gave Him, He said,
“And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent” (John 17:2,3). So, a person being
granted eternal life is predicated upon
that person knowing the Lord. There-
fore, knowing or not knowing the Lord
will determine a person’s eternal des-
tiny (whether he will receive eternal
life or not).

Is there a difference between
knowing about God and actually
knowing God? There is a huge differ-
ence. Many people believe in God —
accepting the evidence for his exis-
tence. Yet, some of those folks have no
interest in learning or doing God’s
will. Such people do not “know” the
Lord in a biblical sense. Even among
those who pronounce themselves as
believers in Jesus, there are many
who do not “know” the Lord in the
way the Bible describes knowing him.
Paul used strong language to warn
Titus about certain individuals, say-
ing: “They profess that they know God;
but in works they deny him...” (Titus
1:16). 

What if I claim to know God but

do not submit to His instructions?
Here is the Bible’s answer: “He that
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4). Ob-
viously, “knowing the Lord” involves
more than thinking and talking about
it. It requires action on our part — ac-
tion that conforms to His will — obe-
dience!

Who is the one who knows God?
Here are three Bible descriptions of a
God-knowing person:

1) He keeps God’s command-
ments. How do we know this is the
case? The Bible says, “And hereby we
do know that we know him, if we keep
his commandments” (1 John 2:3).

2) He “keeps his word,” and in him
God’s love is perfected (1 John 2:5).

3) He abides in the Lord (1 John
2:5,6).

For one to “know” the Lord, he
does not have to be well-known, well-
educated in secular matters, or
wealthy in a material sense. What he
does have to do is possess a humble
heart that is in love with the Lord. If
one is going to know the Lord in the
way that the Scriptures portray
knowing him, then he will need to
prepare his heart to study and learn
what God desires, accept what the
Lord says, and submit courageously to
what the Lord commands. Such a con-
clusion may not sit well with some
folks, but it is a sound conclusion
drawn from the clear teaching of 1
John 2:3-6.

My friend, do you “know” the
Lord? To really “know” the Lord is
to keep his commandments. No-
tice what John said in chapter 5:2 “By
this we know that we love the children
of God, when we love God, and keep
his commandments. For this is the
love of God, that we keep his com-
mandments: and his commandments
are not grievous” (1 John 5:2-3).

120 Fawn Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37412
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KNOWING THE LORD
Roger Campbell

Do you “know” the Lord? To really “know” the Lord
is to keep his commandments.
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Our lessons will eventually call
upon each of us to make a very
serious self-examination. We

shall be given the opportunity to de-
termine in what spiritual state we
presently are and what alternatives
are before us. The Bible presents to
us five spiritual states once we are
born into this life. They are the state
of innocence in infancy and child-
hood, the sinful state of the world, the
saved state in the church, and the
two eternal states of heaven or hell.
Every state has entrances and exits,
except heaven and hell have no exit.
For the purpose of our study we shall
not include the intermediate state of
the dead between death and the judg-
ment because once we leave this life
in death, the final and eternal state
will already be determined and noth-
ing in the intermediate state will
alter that finality.

IN INNOCENCE

We enter into the state of inno-
cence upon being physically born. We
are helpless, dependent on others, but
spiritually innocent. We are aware
that some teach that a baby is born
into the world totally depraved,
wicked and damned. But the Scrip-
tures do not so teach, but actually
puts emphasis that such is not the
case.

The infant is not capable of
knowing good from evil. We read in
Deuteronomy 1:35, when God placed
the pronouncement of death upon
those Israelites who disobeyed him
on the way to Canaan, He excluded
the little ones. “Surely there shall not
one of these men of this evil genera-
tion see that good land, which I sware
to give unto your fathers.” But then
He added, “Moreover, your little ones,
which ye said should be a prey, and
your children, which in that day had
no knowledge of good and evil, they
shall go in thither, and unto them will
I give it, and they shall possess it”
(Deut. 1:39).

Luke 18:15-17, “And they brought
unto him also infants, that he would
touch them: but when [his] disciples
saw [it], they rebuked them. But Jesus

called them [unto him], and said, Suf-
fer little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of such is the
kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you,
Whosoever shall not receive the king-
dom of God as a little child shall in
no wise enter therein.”Matthew 18:3-
4 and 19:14 teach that one must be as
a child to be a part of the kingdom. If
children were lost, then why would
Jesus want anybody to become like
children? The fact is, children have
not ever been lost, and they do not
need to be saved because they are
still safe in their innocence. One must
become innocent, pure, clean, spiritu-
ally undefiled as children are. We can
know that children are safe. They are
not yet accountable and responsible
before God. Should death overtake
the infant or young child, we need
have no anxiety concerning their
soul. But should that child grow to
maturity to the age and ability that
he can know good and evil, and is re-
sponsible and accountable to God, he,
like all others who grow to such a
level, will sin. He will obey unright-
eousness and his sin will condemn
him. “All have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). “We
have before proved both Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under sin”
(Rom. 3:9). Sin entered the world
through Adam, but all are sinners
who partake of sin for themselves.
Paul said, “For that all have sinned”
(Rom. 5:12). Jesus said, “Everyone
that committeth sin is the bondser-
vant of sin” (John 8:34). “Know ye not,
that to whom ye yield yourselves ser-
vants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey, whether of sin unto
death or of obedience unto righteous-
ness” (Rom. 6:16)? Those once inno-
cent can either obey wickedness or
can obey righteousness. The Bible
teaches that if we live through the
state of innocence, we will obey
wickedness, unrighteousness, and
sin. This takes us from innocence into
the sinful state of the world.

IN THE WORLD

Those in the world are lost. Be-
fore one comes to Christ to be saved,

he is described as being without
Christ, alien from the people of God,
strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, surely lost,
and without God in the world (Eph.
2:12). “And we have beheld and bear
witness that the Father hath sent the
Son to be the Savior of the world” (1
John 4:19). Why would the world
need a Savior except that those in the
world are lost? Christ came to save
the world (John 12:47). The state of
the world is undesirable to the extent
that those who would follow Christ
are not to be fashioned and con-
formed to the world (Rom. 12:1-2).
“Keep himself unspotted from the
world” (James 1:27). “Friendship with
the world is enmity with God” (James
4:4). “We know that we are of God and
the whole world lieth in wickedness”
(1 John 5:19).

There are two exits from this sin-
ful state of the world that we enter
through the doorway of transgres-
sion. One exit is death; the other is
obedience to the Gospel. Should we
leave the world by death, our doom is
sealed. Those not converted to Christ
and not saved shall be condemned to
hell. “Except ye repent, ye shall all
likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). Jesus
said to those who refused to believe
on Him. “Ye serpents, ye offspring of
vipers, how shall ye escape the judg-
ment of hell” (Matt. 23:33). “The
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23),
and that refers to “spiritual death”
which is an eternal separation from
God (2 Thess. 1:6-9).

IN CHRIST

But one does not have to be over-
taken in the sinful state of the world
by death. He can be converted and be
saved, and leave the world through
the doorway provided by the grace of
God. He can obey the Gospel and be
saved. When one obeys the Gospel, he
is added to the church (Acts 2:47).
This is the saved state. Believing
(John 3:16), repenting (Luke 13:3),
confessing Christ (Luke 12:8,9), and
being baptized for the remission of
sins (Acts 2:38) is what God com-
mands in order to be saved. By this

THE FIVE SPIRITUAL STATES OF MANKIND
James W. Boyd
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we are enabled to reach the saving
blood of Christ (Rom. 5:9, 6:3-4).
Whereas one was out of Christ, obe-
dience to the Gospel puts him in
Christ. We are baptized into Christ
(Gal. 3:27). “But now in Christ Jesus
ye that were once far off are made
nigh in the blood of Christ” (Eph.
2:13). Salvation is in Christ (2 Tim.
2:10).

It is in the church where we have
the privilege of serving the Lord as a
child of God, redeemed by the blood
of Christ (Eph. 1:7). Faithfulness in
the church will eventually mean we
shall enter the eternal joys that God
has for the saved in heaven.

IN APOSTASY

There are two exits from the
church. One is the way that leads
back into the world and an entangle-
ment in sin once again. Once saved,
we can fall. “Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor.
10:12. “For if after they have escaped
the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, they are again entan-
gled therein and overcome, the latter
end is worse with them than the be-
ginning. For it had been better for
them not to have known the way of
righteousness than after they have
known it to turn from the holy com-
mandment given unto them. But it
happened unto them according to the
true proverb, The dog is turned to his
own vomit again, and the sow that
was washed to her wallowing in the
mire” (2 Peter 2:20-22). The doctrine
“once saved, always saved” is a false
doctrine and we dare not be deceived
thereby. Should one return to the sin-
ful state of the world again and die
there, his hope of heaven is de-
stroyed.

One who has fallen away can re-
turn to the saved state by being re-
stored. He does not do the same as he
did before to enter the saved state.
But, as we learn from the example of
a man named Simon, a former sor-
cerer who heard the Word, believed
the Word, and was baptized; he later
sinned, and was once again in the gall
of bitterness and the bond of iniquity.
He was told by Peter to “Repent there-
fore of this thy wickedness and pray
God, if perhaps the thought of thine
heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts
8:22). A fallen brother can be re-

stored. Efforts should be made to re-
store him (James 5:19-20; Gal. 6:1).
Once restored, he can renew his serv-
ice to God. But if death overtakes him
in his fallen state, Jesus said, “No
man, having put his hand to the plow
and looking back is fit for the king-
dom of God” (Luke 9:62).

But, there is that other and glo-
rious exit from the church or saved
state, and that is to die “in the Lord.”
“Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from henceforth, yea saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their
labors, for their works follow them”
(Rev. 14:13). “For me to live is Christ,
but to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). “For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them that are fallen
asleep in Jesus will God bring with
him” (1 Thess. 4:14). “For I am now
ready to be offered and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a
good fight, I have finished the course,
I have kept the faith, henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of right-
eousness which the Lord, the right-
eous judge shall give unto me in that
day, and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing” (2
Tim. 4:6-8).

IN ETERNITY

The eternal domain of the spirit
of man will be either hell, the place of
punishment, or heaven, the place of
reward. Once we enter in whichever
it may be, there we will ever exist.
Luke sixteen teaches there is no
crossing over from one realm to an-
other in the hadean world, the state
of the dead. The condition in which
we die is the determining factor for
all eternity.

Man is enabled to trace his exis-
tence by coming to a knowledge of the
states into which he can enter and
exist. Being born, he can live in inno-
cence for a while until he is capable
of being accountable to God, if he
lives to that age. Should the infant
die, heaven will be the place of the
soul. Should he live, he will sin and
sin separates him from God. He en-
ters the lost state. Should he die in
that state he will enter hell and
therein remain. But he can escape
hell and leave the sinful world by
obeying the Gospel and becoming a
member of the body of Christ which
is the church. If he remains faithful
in the church and dies in that faithful

state, heaven will be his home eter-
nally. He can fall from his saved state
back into the world. Then he can ei-
ther be restored to the saved state or
remain in the world and suffer the
terrible fate of the lost.

2720 S Chancery St.
McMinnville, TN 37110

Follow Me…
(Continued from page 73)

62 says, “And it came to pass, that, as
they went in the way, a certain man
said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee
whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus
said unto him, Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the Son
of man hath not where to lay his head.
And he said unto another, Follow me.
But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go
and bury my father. Jesus said unto
him, Let the dead bury their dead: but
go thou and preach the kingdom of
God. And another also said, Lord, I
will follow thee; but let me first go bid
them farewell, which are at home at
my house. And Jesus said unto him,
No man, having put his hand to the
plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.” After Jesus ex-
plained the nature of His ministry
and outlined the cost of discipleship,
many people started offering excuses.
To follow Jesus, we must forsake all
worldly encumberments. This can in-
clude giving up the comforts of life
and sacrificing familial relationships.

Jesus makes a promise to those
who are willing to forsake all to fol-
low after Him. Matthew 19:27,29
says, “Then answered Peter and said
unto him, Behold, we have forsaken
all, and followed thee; what shall we
have therefore?” Jesus answered and
said, “Every one that hath forsaken
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or fa-
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or
lands, for my name’s sake, shall re-
ceive an hundredfold, and shall in-
herit everlasting life.”

While the disciples of Jesus
might suffer heavily for their devo-
tion to Him in this life, the benefits
afforded the faithful beyond the grave
are incalculable.

2698 Old Clarksville Pike
Ashland City, TN 37015

PLEASE SEND US A CHANGE OF
ADDRESS WHEN YOU MOVE
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It has long been the conviction of
most denominational religions
that one does not have to be a

member of any church to be saved. 
One should then not be surprised

to hear members of denominations
say that it is not the church, but
Christ that saves. If a church cannot
save, then why persuade people to be-
come members of a church? If one is
convinced that a church is not con-
nected with one’s salvation, why take
the time and expend the energy to at-
tend church services?

It must be pointed out that man-
made churches have nothing to do
with saving a person. Our Lord built
His church (Matt. 16:18) and prom-
ised to save only His body (Eph. 5:23).
This is the one body (Eph. 4:4) of
which the Lord is its head and it is
unmistakably called “the church”
(Eph. 1:22-23).

This denominational attitude has
rubbed off on many members of the
Lord’s church. There are an ever
growing number of brethren who no
longer respect the Lord’s church and
have no loyalty to it. The Lord’s
church in the minds of many has be-
come a social club where people can
meet for recreation, entertainment,
and parties.

Have people not considered the
truth that salvation is indeed found
“in Christ” (2 Tim. 2:10)? The Lord
adds to His church those who are
saved (Acts 2:47). The saved are thus
added to the body (church) that Christ
promised to save (Eph. 5:23). One who
is outside the body (church) cannot be
saved, for salvation is found only in
the body (church)!

The apostle Paul taught the
young preacher Timothy the impor-
tance of the church. Paul states, “But
if I tarry long, that thou mayest know
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in
the house of God, which is the church
of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). The
house of God is the church and is com-
posed of each person that the Lord
adds to it.

The Lord’s church and His king-
dom are one and the same. Christ
made this truth obvious when He

stated, “...thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. And I will give unto thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven” (Matt. 16:18-19).

One will surely notice that Christ
built His church and then gave Peter
“the keys of the kingdom.” Does one
believe that the Lord built one thing
(the church) and gave Peter the keys
to something entirely different (the
kingdom)? Peter had the keys to the
kingdom on the day of Pentecost and
upon preaching the Gospel about
three thousand people obeyed and
were added to the kingdom/church of
our Lord — the church of Christ. It is
essential to grasp this point because
of Paul’s statement to the brethren at
Colosse. Paul declared, “Who hath de-
livered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated [us] into the king-
dom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). In
obeying the Gospel plan of salvation,
one is delivered from sin and the
power of darkness and translated into
the Lord’s kingdom/church! Why does
the Lord add to His kingdom/church
if it has nothing to do with one’s sal-
vation?

One will also observe that no one
was added to the Lord’s church until
he was baptized for the remission of
his sins. Let us return to the book of
Acts and the Day of Pentecost. The
question to Peter after listening to his
sermon is this: “Now when they heard
[this], they were pricked in their heart,
and said unto Peter and to the rest of
the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what
shall we do” (Acts 2:37)? Peter’s an-
swer was, “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”
(Acts 2:38). How would one who
knows anything about language and
grammar not understand that both
repentance and baptism are required
for remission of sins? The 3,000 who
repented and were baptized for for-
giveness of sins were then added to
the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47).

The Lord’s church was purchased
with His own blood. Paul admonished
the elders at Ephesus in saying, “Take
heed therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed
the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood” (Acts
20:28). What can be more valuable
than that which is purchased with the
very blood of Christ? Was it not nec-
essary for Christ to purchase His
church with the shedding of His
blood? Who can rightly believe that
the blood-bought church of Christ has
nothing to do with one’s salvation?
Can one really believe that Christ
saves but His head and body have
nothing to do with such salvation
(Eph. 1:22-23)?

Representing all of humanity,
both Jews and Gentiles are reconciled
unto God only in the Lord’s church.
Paul makes this truth crystal clear in
saying, “Wherefore remember, that ye
[being] in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called Uncircumcision
by that which is called the Circumci-
sion in the flesh made by hands; That
at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world: But
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes
were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ. For he is our peace,
who hath made both one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of parti-
tion [between us]; Having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, [even] the law of
commandments [contained] in ordi-
nances; for to make in himself of twain
one new man, [so] making peace; And
that he might reconcile both unto God
in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby” (Eph. 2:11-16).
This reconciliation takes place in the
“one body” which is the church
(Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; Col. 1:18).

Reconciliation is an impossibility
for anyone today who is outside the
Lord’s church and not “in Christ” and
not a “new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17).

How it must grieve God and His
Son for one to declare that the Lord’s
church does not save! Churches

IS THE CHURCH OF OUR LORD NECESSARY?
Marvin L. Weir
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founded by men do not save, but the
blood-bought church of our Lord will
be saved (Eph. 5:23). One day the
Lord will “...present it to himself a glo-
rious church, not having spot, or wrin-
kle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish”
(Eph. 5:27).

May we honor, respect, and cher-
ish the Lord’s church!
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REJECTING THE HERETICK

The church, at its beginning, was evangelistic as the Gospel of the kingdom
spread throughout all the known world (Col. 1:23). We have no way of
knowing the exact number of converts or the number of those who re-

mained faithful. The warning was given that there was coming a time at which
men would depart from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1). For some, it would be that their
love for God grew cold (Matt. 24:12). Others would listen to the call of the world
around them (2 Tim. 4:10). Still others would become offended by the truth and
would quit the faith (Matt. 13:21). Whatever the cause, men would depart from
the faith.

How could the church keep this from happening? In the sense that First
Timothy 4:1 was a prophecy, the short answer is that nothing could be done.
What the church could do, however, is limit the danger and, thereby, the num-
ber of those who would be lost to the faith. The warnings given by Paul and oth-
ers were meant to stir the church up to be aware of efforts to change the doctrine
of Christ. Those who preached another gospel, whether Paul or an angel from
heaven, would be condemned by God for doing so (Gal. 1:8-9). John warned about
those who continually went beyond the teachings of Jesus Christ (2 John 9).
Paul warned the elders from Ephesus that from among themselves, men would
arise who would teach perverse things to draw away disciples after them (Acts
20:29-30).

Individual congregations of the Lord’s people would have to exercise sober
thinking to keep the flock from being fed the wrong material. Elders, accepting
the charge given them by God to feed the flock, implied not only proper teach-
ing but, likewise, the application of that teaching to their lives and the lives of
the flock which they were to oversee (Acts 20:28). Were there individuals within
the church who would not be satisfied with the Lord’s way and try to win disci-
ples away from the Lord? Such a question is answered in the affirmative based
on the warnings that are cited above.

Paul states that men who cause divisions and offences contrary to the
Gospel of Christ serve their “own bellies” (Rom. 16:18). They would use good
words and fair speeches as their tool to deceive the hearts of the simple (un-
suspecting, distrusting no one). They were driven by trying to get a following
rather than helping men to the truth which would save their souls. These indi-
viduals were to be “marked” (drawn attention to). The purpose of such marking
was in order for the church to know who they were and, thereby, limit their ac-
cess to the local congregation. The use of good words and fair speeches implies
a hidden agenda. However, once they were made known, the church would be
on alerted to not listen to them. Their agenda exposed, they would no longer be
able to cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine of Christ which
causes people to lose their souls.

Paul warned Titus about a person who was a heretick. “A man that is an
heretick after the first and second admonition reject” (Titus 3:10). A heretick is
one who causes division by a party spirit, factious. The word factious means
“causing dissension.” Corinth is an example of this beginning to work among
Christians. Paul calls on them to be of the “same mind” and of the “same judg-
ment” (1 Cor. 1:10). When he comes to verse 12, he speaks about the party spirit.
Those Christians who favored Paul were surely superior to those who followed
Apollos. Those who lined up with Peter had to be more spiritual than those who
followed Paul. Herein is the party spirit. Paul, Apollos nor Peter would be in
favor of such thinking.

If the heretick will draw away disciples from the Lord to himself, then at
some point he must convince those he is trying to pull away, that they are su-
perior to those “other Christians” which just do not understand. The church has
been through it with Campus Advance, Crossroads and the Discipling Move-
ment — always some more superior than others. Once a man is given two warn-
ings to cease this kind of swaying of God’s people, he must then be rejected by
the church to reduce his influence (Titus 3:10). Charles Blair

6920 E Stop 11 Rd.
Indianapolis, IN 46237
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“Carl W. Brown has passed away”
...Jackson, TN. “I thank God
and I thank you for the opportu-
nity to read Seek The Old
Paths” ...Marian Tillman,
Fresno, CA. “Keep preaching
God’s Truth. It strengthens my
faith. Pray it will bear fruit in the
kingdom for Christ” ...Lorene

Wilson, Binger, OK. “Appreciate your work” ...Ken Burleson,
MS. “Thank you for the good articles that you print and sound
speakers. Keep up the good work” ...Charlie & Shirley Rector,
Dayton, TN. “I would appreciate receiving Seek The Old Paths
each month. The articles are beautifully written and bring knowl-
edge with the Scriptures used” ...Mary Parry, Livonia, MI.
“Thank you for this publication and the efforts of all who make
the publication possible. May God bless you. Please accept this
check to help with expenses of publishing” ...M/M James Oliver,
Tunnel Hill, IL. “Thank you so very much for sending me your
paper every month. I have received it for several years and I pray
you will have many many more years to encourage and inspire us
to live for God and spread the word. All the men you have to write
the articles are very good. God bless you always is my prayer”
...Oleta Trigg, Lubbock, TX. “During the two decades I have
read Seek The Old Paths I have found the papers to be doctri-
nally sound, challenging, informative and fortifying faith. I am
writing to request a bundle of 20 to be sent monthly to the con-
gregation. Keep up the good work sounding out alarms that exists
and lurk to threaten the faith” ...Michael Farmer, North Au-
gusta, SC. “Enjoy the paper very much. Thank you” ...John
Humphries, Calvert City, KY. “Clyde Hunter has passed away.
Thank you for all you do to spread the Gospel. It is needed so
badly” ...Gallatin, TN. “I would like you to send me Seek The
Old Paths each month” ...Elmer Williams, Sparta, TN. “Doug
Brazzell has passed away at the age of 95. He truly loved this
paper for keeping the truth of God’s Word. Blessings in your work
for the Lord’s truth” ...Franklin, KY. “I was reading Seek the
Old Paths, which I closely read cover to cover when it comes, and
I noticed mention of a meeting in which Bro. Al Bugg professed
that instrumental music was a matter of opinion along with
which day the Lord’s Supper was to be observed. I had not heard
these things locally before. It was saddening to hear a brother
support these unscriptural views. I appreciate your article which
raised awareness of this and please express my thanks to the eld-
ers at Leoni for marking Bro. Bugg as scripture teaches he should
be marked. I will advise the elders of the information. Keep up the
work of standing for the faith!” ...John Henson, McMinnville,
TN.

—————————————————————

FELLOWSHIP OF THE
UNASHAMED

I have no idea who wrote the long quotation that shortly fol-
lows, nor how the author of the words lived his life. I do know that
each of the sentiments expressed echoes plain Bible teaching.

I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed. The die has
been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has been
made. I am a disciple of Jesus. I won’t look back, let up, slow down,
back away, or be still. My past is redeemed, my present makes
sense, my future is secure. I am finished and done with low living,
sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams,
tame visions, mundane talking, chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals.
I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, promotion,
plaudits, or popularity. I don’t have to be right, first, tops, recog-

nized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. My face is set, my gait is
fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my Guide is reliable,
my mission is clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured,
lured away, turned back, diluted, or delayed. I will not flinch in the
face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate
at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or me-
ander in the maze of mediocrity. I won’t give up, shut up, or slow
up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus. I must go till
I drop, preach all that I know, and work till He comes. And when
He comes to get His own, He’ll have no trouble recognizing me.
My colors are clear!

Let’s reference a few of the sentiments. You check out the
rest.

Fellowship— “If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

The die has been cast— “If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me”
(Luke 9:23). “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and look-
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).

Done with low living — If we have been united together in
the likeness of His death [baptism, aa], certainly we also shall be
in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man
was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin (Rom. 6:5,6).

Am I, are we, “part of the fellowship of the unashamed?” Are
our “colors clear?” It’s time for soul searching.

Alan Adams
201 E. Main St.

Manchester, TN 37349
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Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the Leoni Church of
Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is FREE, being sup-
ported by the contributions of both individuals and congregations. Its pri-
mary purpose and goal in publication can be found in Jude 3, 2 Tim. 4:2,
Titus 1:13, Titus 2:1 and 2 Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published
unless it is marked “not for publication.” The church building is located at:
6818 McMinnville Hwy, Woodbury, TN 37190.
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