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“GREAT COMMUNION”
Rusty Stark

Douglas Foster (Abilene Christian
University) and the Disciples of
ChristHistorical societyare call-

ing upon allmembers of the churches of
Christ (the Lord’s church), theChristian
Church (Disciples of Christ), and the
Christian Church/Churches of Christ
(instrumental) to share in a special
communion on October 4, 2009. They
call this special celebration, “Great
Communion.”

1) Why October 4th? It’s because
this is the date for “World Commun-
ion Sunday.” A day first established
by the Presbyterians in 1939 and
practiced among some denomina-
tions since then.

2) Why 2009? Because this year
marks the 200th anniversary of
important events in the restoration
movement (also referred to as the
Stone/Campbell movement).

3) What exactly would be
involved in the celebration of “Great
Communion?” A joint service with
denominations who have historical
ties to the restoration movement dur-
ing which the Lord’s supper would be
eaten.

4) What is the purpose of “Great
Communion?” Specifically, “Great
Communion” is an effort to memori-
alize theDeclaration andAddress set
forth by Thomas Campbell in 1809.
Organizers say, “This, we thought,
was the perfect opportunity to remem-
ber Thomas Campbell and his contri-
bution, as well as live out the unity
that we all hold so dear” (www.great-
communion.org/about.htm).

One of the things (there are
many) separating us (the Lord’s

church) from the Disciples of Christ
and the Christian Church is the use
of mechanical instruments of music
in worship to God.This idea of “Great
Communion” is an appeal for the
Lord’s church to demonstrate a unity
with those who are doing evil in
God’s sight.

Let’s make no mistake about it.
This call to “Great Communion” is
evil.

1) It is divisive and sectarian,
2) It shows a lack of respect for

scripture, and
3) It is wholly without authority

from the Scriptures.

CONTRARY TO THE APPEAL OF
THOMAS CAMPBELL

Douglas Foster informs us that
“Great Communion” is to celebrate
the Declaration and Address of
Thomas Campbell. In fact he goes on
to say that the Declaration and
Address is the “constitution” of the
restoration movement (www.great-
communion.org/about.htm).

How unfortunate is the choice of
the word “constitution”! According to
Funk & Wagnalls it is “The funda-
mental laws and principles that nor-
mally govern the operation of a state
or association.” Isn’t the Lord’s
church supposed to be governed by
the Bible? Isn’t this the appeal of the
restoration movement? Is the Bible
our constitution, or is theDeclaration
and Address our constitution?

I claim no worldly scholarship of
any kind, but I know enough Bible to
see the difficulty and trouble here.
WhenThomas Campbell set forth the

Declaration, he plainly did not want
to make a creed. Just before he set
out his 13 propositions, read what he
said: “Let none imagine that the sub-
joined propositions are at all intend-
ed as an overture towards a new
creed, or standard, for the church....”

But what is the difference if we
call this document a “constitution”
instead of a creed? A constitution is
the same as a creed.Viewing theDec-
laration and Address as a constitu-
tion or a creed is not in keeping with
the call of Barton Stone, or the
Campbells.

DIVISIVE AND SECTARIAN

Can you imagine holding a com-
munion service to celebrate a creed
written by a man? How sectarian can
you get? What would we say if some-
one took communion to celebrate the
writings of Martin Luther or John
Calvin?

Is it not true that the religious
world has been divided by the creeds
of men? What makes a Baptist a
Baptist apart and distinct from a
Methodist if it is not his church man-
ual? To take the Declaration and
Address of Thomas Campbell and
turn it into our “constitution” is the
same kind of sectarianism. And then
to celebrate that “constitution” in a
communion service is so twisted and
unscriptural that it defies imagina-
tion, as well as logic.

If we are going to use the Decla-
ration and Address as our constitu-
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There is grave danger andwarning
of falling away throughout Scrip-
ture. Consider these verses.

(Refer also to the August issue of #1 in
this 4 part series)

1 Timothy 3:6, “Not a novice,
lest being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the
devil.” The Bible is clear as to the
consequences of the sin of pride. “The
wicked, through the pride of his
countenance, will not seek after God:
God is not in all his thoughts” (Psalm
10:4). “The fear of the LORD is to
hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and
the evil way, and the froward mouth,
do I hate” (Prov. 8:13). “Pride goeth
before destruction, and an haughty
spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). “For
all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world” (1 John 2:16).

Pride has been, and is, the down-
fall of everyone who embraces it. It
caused the devil to be condemned by
God and the warning of 1 Timothy
3:6 shows that men can fall into the
same condemnation.Who will believe
that God condemned the devil for his
pride, but will not condemn men who
do the same thing as the devil?

2 Peter 3:17, “Ye therefore,
beloved, seeing ye know these things
before, beware lest ye also, being led
away with the error of the wicked,
fall from your own stedfastness.”
This passage says a Christian can be
led away from God — that a Chris-
tian can FALL. If this is not so, then
someone needs to inform God that
He is mistaken and that Christians
can’t fall.

Verse 16 tells about those who
“wrest” (pervert, twist, wrench, tor-
ture, misuse) the Scriptures “unto
their own destruction.” Does the
word “destruction” not mean what we
know it means? Its definition is: “ruin
or loss (physical, spiritual or eternal),
damnable, perdition, perish, waste.”
So, let me get this straight. Is this
verse saying that those who pervert

the Scriptures to make them say
something different than what they
were intended, will be lost? Yes. Such
persons will perish spiritually, eter-
nally? Yes. If you run across someone
who tells you that God does not mean
what He says, then run away from
them immediately and hold to the
Bible, not false doctrine.

Verse 17 tells us to “beware” (be
on guard). Beware of what? Be on
guard about what? We are to beware
of those who would lead us away
from the Truth and into error. When
we follow error, we fall from our sted-
fastness in the Truth.And, if we don’t
follow the Truth, we cannot be saved
because Jesus said it is the Truth
that makes us free from sin (John
8:32). It’s only when we obey the
Truth that our souls are purified and
cleansed from sin (1 Peter 1:22).

1 Corinthians 9:27, “But I keep
under my body, and bring it into sub-
jection: lest that by any means, when
I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.” The word
“castaway” means: “unapproved,
rejected, worthless, reprobate.” This
verse clearly says that Christians are
to continually take heed to them-
selves.We are to make sure we do the
Lord’s will and not depart from it.We
must continually yield our will to the
will of the Lord (cf. Rom. 6:12-18).
And, if we don’t, we can’t expect to go
to heaven when we die.

If one can’t fall away and be lost,
then a very pertinent question needs
to be asked. Paul, if one can’t so sin
as to be eternally lost, then why both-
er with watching out for your own
soul? Why would you be concerned
regarding your own self? Did the
Holy Spirit not lead you to believe in
the doctrine of Calvinism that says
you can’t be lost? This is a strange
passage indeed if it is the case that
one cannot fall away and lose his
soul.

Hebrews 12:15, “Looking dili-
gently lest any man fail of the grace
of God; lest any root of bitterness

springing up trouble you, and thereby
many be defiled.” Why must we
take such pains to do the Lord’s will?
Because if we don’t, we will fail in the
grace of God. Since God’s grace saves
us (Eph. 2:8), then we want to make
sure we don’t fail in regards to it. If
we fail when it comes to grace, we are
of all men most miserable. If we fail
in grace, there’s no hope for us. If we
can’t fail, then why the warning?

Galatians 5:4, “Christ is become
of no effect unto you, whosoever of you
are justified by the law; ye are fallen
from grace.” There are not any
unclear verses in the Bible on the
subject of a Christian falling away
from God and being eternally lost.
This passage, like all the rest, is quite
obvious. What more would God have
to say to convince men that Chris-
tians can fall?

Grace is God’s favor — the bene-
fit He bestows toward all mankind
(cf. Titus 2:11-12). But, the benefits of
His grace is only enjoyed by those
who OBEY Him (Matt. 7:21-23; Heb.
5:8-9). On man’s part, salvation (the
receiving of God’s grace) involves
FAITH (Heb. 11:6; John 8:24),
REPENTANCE (Luke 13:3,5; Acts
2:38), CONFESSION of faith in
Jesus (Matt. 10:32,33; Rom. 10:9,10),
and WATER BAPTISM for the for-
giveness of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38; Rom. 6:3-18; 1 Peter 3:21).
When one has met the conditions
God lays down in order to receive His
saving grace, that one is saved from
their past and alien sins. For one to
continue to be blessed with the bene-
fits of God’s grace, he/she must con-
tinue faithful to God and obey His
commands.

The book of Galatians describes
a situation where those who believed
the Lord and obeyed His will and
thereby became Christians, wanted
to go back to the Old Testament (the
law of Moses, the ten command-
ments). They wanted to go back to
the old law concerning circumcision
and demand that the Gentiles who
became Christians keep that part of
the Law. The Holy Spirit tells them
that if they do, they have cut them-
selves off from Christ. They have
FALLEN FROM God’s saving grace.
“Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if
ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit
you nothing. For I testify again to
every man that is circumcised, that
he is a debtor to do the whole law.
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Christ is become of no effect unto
you, whosoever of you are justified by
the law; ye are fallen from grace
(Gal. 5:4).

The definition of “fallen” is: “drop
away; specially, be driven out of one’s
course; figuratively, to lose, become
inefficient: — be cast, fail, fall (away,
off), take none effect.” Since grace is
what saves us, then to FALL FROM
grace means that we no longer bene-
fit from it. It is no longer effective for
us. One can’t fall from a place he has
never been. I can’t fall from the roof
of my house if I’ve never been on the
roof.

Excuse me, but when God says
we can fall from His grace and men
tell me we can’t fall from His grace,
then I’ll believe God every time. It is
our goal to please God, not man (cf.
Gal. 1:10). I don’t want to be severed
(cut off) from God’s saving grace.

Luke 8:11-15. These verses
illustrate so clearly that men can and
do fall away from God. Jesus taught,
“Now the parable is this: The seed is
the word of God. Those by the way
side are they that hear; then cometh
the devil, and taketh away the word
out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved.They on the rock
are they, which, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these
have no root, which for a while
believe, and in time of temptation fall
away. And that which fell among
thorns are they, which, when they
have heard, go forth, and are choked
with cares and riches and pleasures
of this life, and bring no fruit to
perfection. But that on the good
ground are they, which in an honest
and good heart, having heard the
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit
with patience.”

These verses tell us of four kinds
of hearts into which the word of God
is sown. 1) There are those who hear
the Gospel, but as we say, it goes in
one ear and out the other. They don’t
consider it, even for a moment. 2)
There are those who hear it, receive
it with joy and believe it for a while,
but when temptation confronts them,
they FALL AWAY from the Christian
life. 3) Others hear the Word and
obey it but later become choked with
cares, riches and pleasures of life.
They never grow in Christ. They fail
to add the Christian graces in their
lives. They may still attend church
services, but are not involved in

faithful living. They too have fallen
away. 4) Some hear the Word, obey it
and grow in Christ all of their lives.
They are fruit-bearing servants of
the Lord.

Those who teach that a Christian
can’t fall away from God would tell
us that those in the stony soil and
those among thorns never were
Christians in the first place. But
verse 13 says they FELL AWAY. You
can’t fall from somewhere you’ve
never been. These people embraced
the Gospel, became Christians, but
fell away from the Lord. This is con-
sistent with every verse in the whole
Bible.

James 5:19-20, “Brethren, if any
of you do err from the truth, and
one convert him; Let him know, that
he which converteth the sinner from
the error of his way shall save a soul
from death, and shall hide a multi-

tude of sins.”
Could it be any plainer? The Holy

Spirit said that men and women “err
from the truth.” That is, they violate
the Truth, the Gospel. Such persons
need “converting.” And, when such a
person is converted, he/she has been
saved from death. This cannot be
physical death because all men die
(Heb. 9:27). It has to be eternal
death, eternal separation from God.

Converting one from the error of
their way covers a multitude of sins.
Why would one’s sins need to be cov-
ered or hidden if they can’t cause one
to be lost? Why worry about it? Why
seek to have your sins forgiven any-
way? The conclusion is, erring from
the truth causes one to be eternally
lost in the devil’s hell unless one
repents and turns back to God.

Part 2 of 4
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tion, we might as well simply denom-
inate ourselves as “Campbellites”
and give up any argument against
sectarianism. Right, wrong, or some
mixture of the two, the words of
Thomas Campbell must not be made
the calling card of the Lord’s Way.
The Bible is sufficient for that. It fur-
nishes us completely (2 Tim. 3:16-17;
2 Peter 1:3).

LACK OF RESPECT FOR SCRIPTURE

The whole concept of this “Great
Communion” service violates Scrip-
ture, and it does so in a number of
ways.

1) “Great Communion” is a viola-
tion of what the Bible teaches about
the Lord’s supper. It is not to cele-
brate what some man has done or
written. Communion is about Christ,
his suffering and his death. His
admonition to us is to do this “in
remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19; 1
Cor. 11:24-25). If you are partaking of
the Lord’s supper to celebrate the
words of some man, you are not
remembering the Lord, you’re
remembering man! In remembering
man, you are not reverently discern-
ing the Lord’s body and blood. And,
consequently, you are eating and
drinking damnation to your soul (1
Cor. 11:24-29)?

A communion service cannot
wipe sins away. For an alien sinner,
sins are washed away in water bap-
tism by the blood of Christ (Acts
22:16). For an erring child of God,
sins are wiped away when he/she
confesses and turns from those sins
in repentance and prayer (Acts 8:18-
24; 1 John 1:9). Sins are not forgiven
in the partaking of communion.
Since worshiping God with a
mechanical instrument is sinful (Col.
3:17; John 4:24), then having a joint
communion service will not take that
sin away.

2) Participation in “Great Com-
munion” is a violation of the Bible
doctrine of fellowship. Since worship-
ing God with mechanical instru-
ments is sinful, we cannot extend fel-
lowship to those who use them (Eph.
5:11; 2 John 9-11; Rom. 16:17-18).
Joint participation in this “Great
Communion” violates the lines of fel-
lowship that God has drawn. We
must not overlook those lines in
accordance with the modern trend of
“agreeing to disagree,” for that vio-
lates the command that we all speak
the same thing (1 Cor. 1:10). Instead
of joining in a communion service
with them, Ephesians 5:11 says,
“And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them.”

3) “Great Communion” is an
effort to demonstrate a unity that is
contrary to Scripture. Not all unity is

“Great Communion”…
(Continued from page 65)
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acceptable before God. Purity, which
comes by doing God’s will, comes
before peace (James 3:17). Peace is
therefore subservient to purity. Peace
is not to be desired or obtained at any
and every cost. Why would we want
to demonstrate a unity with those
who defy God in their teaching, prac-
tice and worship? Instrumental
music and fellowship of denomina-
tions is in complete defiance to God’s
Word (John 4:24; Col. 3:17).

4) Participation in “Great Com-
munion” sets us up as unrighteous
judges. We are to judge “righteous
judgment” (John 7:24), but there are
some judgments we simply don’t
have the right to make. We have no
right to make a judgment that vio-
lates God’sWord.When we judge it is
all right to join in fellowship with
those in error, then we have stepped
out of fellowship with God.

Who are we to judge that the
unauthorized practice of worshiping
with the instrument doesn’t matter?
Violating Colossians 3:16-17 and
worshiping in our own way, devised
in our own hearts, is sinful. Joint par-
ticipation in this event would be giv-
ing the impression that these things
do not matter. Ask Nadab and Abihu
if worshiping in an unauthorized
manner makes a difference (Lev.
10:1-2).

Who are we to judge that it is
alright to compromise truth and
accept error? Consider the prophets
of old. They knew their responsibility
was to speak the truth and stand
against error regardless of any exter-
nal considerations (Isa. 8:20; 2 Tim.
4:2).

If our judgment is that God will
overlook error, therefore we should
overlook it too (in the name of unity),
then we are wrong, dead wrong
(Nahum 1:3; Matt. 7:21-23).

Joining hands in fellowship with
those who are wrong will not make
them right or wipe away their sins.
We can offer all the endorsement and
praise we wish, but God will not
accept them just because we endorse
them. We are not the judges in these
things, God’s Word is (John 12:48).
We are committing sin ourselves
(along with them) when we partici-
pate in joint services such as “Great
Communion.”

5) A celebration of the writings of
Thomas Campbell as our constitu-
tion is an insult to the all sufficiency

of the Scriptures. Isn’t it strange that
we need the Declaration and Address
of Thomas Campbell as a constitu-
tion when Peter claimed that God
had already given all things that per-
tain to life and godliness (2 Peter
1:3)? Paul never mentioned Thomas
Campbell when he declared that the
Scriptures equip us to all good works
(2 Tim. 3:16-17)

6) “Great Communion” is con-
trary to Scripture because it is a lie.
It is an effort to demonstrate unity
with those who have divided the
church with their man-made prac-
tices. We refuse to be cowed or
shamed by those who tell us that if
we condemn their use of instruments
that we somehow are sectarian. His-
tory simply does not bear this out.

To use the words of Thomas
Campbell in his Declaration and
Address, “Nothing ought to be
received into the faith or worship of
the church; or be made a term of com-
munion amongst christians, that is
not as old as the New Testament”
(proposition 5). Instruments are not
as old as the New Testament. Any
scholar worthy of the name knows
they were never used in New Testa-
ment worship. And, Campbell’s Dec-
laration and Address is certainly not
as old as the New Testament.

Notice this quote from the Decla-
ration and Address: “That, (in some
instances,) a partial neglect of the
expressly revealed will of God; and,
(in others,) an assumed authority for
making the approbation of human
opinions, and human inventions, a
term of communion, by introducing
them into the constitution, faith, or
worship, of the church; are, and have
been, the immediate, obvious, and
universally acknowledged causes, of
all the corruptions and divisions that
ever have taken place in the church
of God” (proposition 11). Those who
use the instrument have made it a
term of communion. When you bring
this “human invention” into the wor-
ship, you say to all present, “Worship
in this way, or be quiet, or leave.”
How can this possibly be endeavor-
ing to “keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3)?

In their insistence on using this
innovation of man, this appeal to the
sensuality of man, advocates of the
instrument have divided the church
and now wish to camouflage them-
selves under the sheep’s clothing of

soft words (Matt. 7:15; Rom. 16:17-
18).

Let those who wish for unity do
as Thomas Campbell insisted: “But
this we do sincerely declare, that
there is nothing we have hitherto
received as matter of faith or prac-
tice, which is not expressly taught
and enjoined in the word of God,
either in express terms, or approved
precedent, that we would not
heartily relinquish, that so we
might return to the original constitu-
tional unity of the christian church;
and, in this happy unity, enjoy full
communion with all our brethren, in
peace and charity” (D & A, emphasis
mine, RS). Those who use instru-
ments must relinquish their instru-
ments, otherwise their calls for unity
are but “sounding brass” and “tin-
kling silver.”

Lying is sinful (Eph. 4:25).And, it
is a lie to call for unity while practic-
ing that which has no New Testa-
ment authority and has divided
brethren.

We applaud all calls for the kind
of unity the Scripture demands, a
unity where we all speak the same
thing (1 Cor. 1:10). But we cannot
applaud, approve, endorse, nor par-
ticipate in this “Great Communion”
celebration. It is sad that some are
taking the great memorial of the
Lord’s supper and using it to advance
a sectarian and divisive agenda, and
then claiming that it is a way to
demonstrate unity.
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Many people are convinced that
the Holy Spirit speaks to them
and testifies to them.Countme

in, because I am one of those folks. Yes,
theSpirit ofGod speaks tomeandbears
witness to me.That the Spirit talks and
testifies is an undeniable biblical fact.
The question which we must address,
though, is how does He do it?

On the night before Jesus’ death
when He was gathered with His
apostles in an upper room in
Jerusalem, He told them, “But when
the Comforter is come, whom I will
send unto you from the Father, even
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth
from the Father, he shall testify of me.
And ye also shall bear witness,
because ye have been with me from
the beginning” (John 15:26,27). Jesus
went on to tell the apostles, “Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but what-
soever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall
receive of mine, and shall shew it
unto you” (John 16:13,14).

We would make these observa-
tions from the above statements
about the Holy Spirit. First, the
Christ promised that the Comforter
would testify of Him (Jesus). Second,
according to Jesus, the Holy Spirit
would not glorify Himself, but would
glorify Jesus. Third, the promise of
the Comforter miraculously guiding
someone into all truth was not given
to every person in the world, nor was
it even made to every follower of the
Christ. Rather, it was a special prom-
ise made to a specific group of people
— the apostles of Jesus.

When the apostles testified in
the first century, of what were they
witnessing? On the Day of Pentecost
they witnessed of the resurrection of
Jesus (Acts 2:32).At the temple, John
and Peter testified of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion (Acts 3:15). In Jerusalem, the
apostles gave witness of our Lord’s
resurrection (Acts 4:33). In Acts 5 we
read that both the apostles and Holy
Spirit bore witness in Jerusalem of
Jesus’ death and resurrection (5:30-
32). The apostles were simply telling

of what they had seen and heard.
They were eyewitnesses to Jesus’
death, then later saw and heard Him
after He rose from the dead.

How was the Holy Spirit testify-
ing in the first century? He was not
going to and fro and whispering in
the ears of lost people, “Jesus is
Lord.” Make no mistake about it, the
Holy Spirit got the message out
about Jesus’ death, Jesus’ victorious
exit from the tomb, and Jesus’
instructions about what to do in
order to be saved. But, the Holy Spir-
it did not give witness of such mat-
ters by speaking directly to lost peo-
ple.

The Holy Spirit gave witness to
Jesus and glorified Jesus through the
message that He (the Spirit)
inspired. At first, that witnessing
was done orally. The Holy Spirit
revealed the mystery of the Lord to
apostles and prophets and inspired
them to preach it mistake-free to oth-
ers (Eph. 3:4,5). The Holy Spirit thus
testified through them.

At the same time, the Godhead
gave witness or testified to the
authenticity and authority of the
Gospel by providing the preachers
and teachers with the power to do
miracles. Those miracles served to
confirm the word, that is, show to all
that heard it and observed the
accompanying miracles that the mes-
sage came from God and thus must
be true (Mark 16:19,20). Hebrews
2:3,4 also records that God bore wit-
ness to the truthfulness of the Gospel
message by means of “signs and won-
ders, and with divers miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to
His own will.”

Those miraculous signs from the
Spirit were temporary (1 Cor. 13:8).
Once “all truth” was revealed to
mankind (John 16:13), there was no
further need for such miracles.When
God’s revelation was given in its full-
ness, there were no more miracles
needed since there would be no
more new revelations.

So, in the first century the Holy
Spirit testified through the oral prop-
agation of the Gospel. God’s Spirit
also witnessed or gave confirmation

through the “signs” that He empow-
ered the disciples of Jesus to perform.
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit testi-
fied through the written Word. That
the Spirit spoke through the written
Word is a matter of indisputable fact.
When quoting from Psalm 95, the
writer of the Book of Hebrews wrote,
“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith,
Today if ye will hear his voice, hard-
en not your hearts ... They shall not
enter into my rest)” (Heb. 3:7,8,11).
Thus, it is clear that the Holy Spirit
spoke through the written message
of the Book of Psalms.

Let’s turn our thoughts to a
statement that is recorded a few
chapters later in the Book of
Hebrews. In a context in which the
subject is the once-for-all-time-sav-
ing sacrifice of the Christ, the writer
of the Book of Hebrews wrote, “For by
one offering he hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified. Whereof the
Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for
after that he had said before, This is
the covenant that I will make with
them, saith the Lord, I will put my
laws into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them” (Heb. 10:14-
16). Note what verse 15 says: “...the
Holy Ghost also is a witness to us.” In
this instance, to whom was the Spir-
it witnessing? To the Christians.How
did the Spirit witness to them in the
first century? He witnessed through
the written Word, which in this case
was the inspired Book of Hebrews
coupled with a quotation from Jere-
miah 31.

What about Romans 8:16? There
it is written, “The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God.” According to
this verse, there are two spirits that
bear witness of the truth that we are
God’s sons and daughters: the Holy
Spirit and our personal spirit. If we
have obeyed the Gospel, then we are
children of God by “faith” and
through “the faith” (Gal. 3:26,27).
When we have complied with the
conditions set forth in the Gospel
about how to become a child of God,
then our mind/spirit knows that and
can say, “I have done what God said
to do to become a Christian, and

HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT WITNESS TODAY?
Roger D. Campbell
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since He keeps His promises, then I
know that I am His child.

But what about the Holy Spirit’s
witness? How does He give witness
that we are the children of God? He
does so through His sword, which is
the word of God (Eph. 6:17).The Holy
Spirit revealed the Gospel by which
we are born again (1 Peter 1:23-25).
When we comply with the conditions
of salvation that the Spirit of God set
forth in the Gospel, then we are born

of water (baptism) and of the Spirit
(John 3:5). The Holy Spirit’s testimo-
ny is that anyone who complies with
God’s terms of salvation is God’s
child. That is His witness.

The correct conclusion is that the
Holy Spirit speaks today and testifies
today, but He does so through, and
only through, the message of the
Bible (the Word of God). The Holy
Spirit’s witness is not a feeling, it is
not a hunch, and it is not a direct

message from Him. Anyone that
thinks the Holy Spirit has directly
witnessed to him that he is a child of
God either misunderstands the Bible
or has been deceived. Anyone who
claims to others that the Holy Spirit
has miraculously revealed to him
that he is a child of God is a deceiver.
Beware of the deceived and
deceivers.

120 Will Lewis Dr. SE
Cleveland, TN 37323

Thanksbe toGod there is a remedy for
the sins we commit as Christians.
One only fails when he refuses to

apply the only remedy God gives to cor-
rect our failings of continuing to walk in
the light of God’s Holy Word (1 John
1:7).

Surrendering of the will. The
apostle Paul sums up best what must
occur in one’s life in saying, “I am cruci-
fied with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). The
human will must yield to God’s will if
one is going to turn from the error of his
way. Pride, stubbornness, and a haughty
spirit will prevent one from surrender-
ing to the will of God. It is always possi-
ble to know God’s will regarding any
spiritual matter. The Ephesian brethren
were admonished, “Wherefore be ye not
unwise, but understanding what the will
of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17). There is a big
difference in knowing and doing. One
who will not surrender his own human
will is never going to make needed cor-
rections in his life.

Laying aside our sins. One must
desire to give up sin. So many living in
sin give lip-service about going to Heav-
en, but have no desire to cease their
sin. That which is unholy will never
become holy, and that which is wrong
will never become right! God requires
those traveling the strait and narrow
road to Heaven (Matt. 7:13-14) to “...lay
aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before
us” (Heb. 12:1). Living like the world,
dressing like the world, and acting like

the world is not laying aside worldly
sins.Are you willing to lay aside the sins
which if practiced will prevent you from
entering into Heaven (1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal.
5:19-21; Rev. 21:8; Lev. 18:22; 20:13;
Rom. 1:26-32 22:19; Prov. 6:16-19)?

Repentance and Confession of
sins. The Bible is straightforward and
simple in saying, “...except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).
The Lord is clear in teaching, “Take heed
to yourselves: If thy brother trespass
against thee, rebuke him; and if he
repent, forgive him” (Luke 17:3). Notice
the conditional “if” in this verse. One
who does not repent cannot be forgiven!
Repentance of sin is a prerequisite to
one being baptized for the remission of
his sins. This is made clear in Peter’s
answer to the question ask of him at
Pentecost: “...Repent ye, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins...” (Acts
2:38). The church at Ephesus was told:
“Remember therefore from whence thou
art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou repent” (Rev.
2:5).

One cannot attempt to hide his
sins and expect to enjoy God’s favor.
James admonishes, “Confess your faults
one to another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed. The effectual fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much...” (James 5:16). John boldly
declares, “...if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin”
(1 John 1:7). One’s confession of guilt
and repentance needs to be as public as

the committed sin.
Setting your sights on things

above. To the brethren at Colosse, Paul
said: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth” (Col. 3:1-2). The
“things that are above” are things of
greater importance — and spiritual
rather than carnal or worldly. Jesus
commands the child of God to
“seek...first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). If one’s
desire is greater to follow the world than
to follow the Lord, then that one cannot
correct his drift away from the Lord and
His church.Without the proper mindset,
you cannot save your soul!

Walking humbly in the light.
The Bible clearly states, “If we say that
we have fellowship with him, and walk
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with anoth-
er, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:6-7).
The word “walk,” in the sense we are
using it, stands for the totality of human
conduct. One cannot walk according to
the ways of the world and be a follower
of Jesus Christ. The Holy Scriptures
remind us: “...Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that we should
follow his steps” (1 Peter 2:22).

May our desire be to go to Heaven,
and to influence others to do likewise!
We cannot accomplish this goal unless
we recognize and apply God’s remedy
for our failures in Christian living.

815 42nd St. SW
Paris, TX 75460

THE REMEDY FOR FAILURE IN CHRISTIAN LIVING
Marvin L. Weir
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InRomans 1:16, the apostle Paul wrote,“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel
of Christ; for it is the power of God

unto salvation to everyone that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek.” The Gospel of Christ is good
news for man. It is good news because it
reveals God’s love for mankind. So
great is that love, that he sent his Son
into this world to save man from his
sins (John 3:16; Luke 19:10). The sim-
plicity of the Gospel makes it possible
for all to understand. In our text, there
are five points, worthy of our considera-
tion.

The apostle Paul wrote, “For I am
not ashamed of the Gospel...” (Rom.
1:16a). Here is the PRIDE of the
Gospel. Paul was proud of the Gospel of
Christ. Perhaps this is one reason for
his tireless work in preaching the mes-
sage of salvation. We need the same
attitude today. How proud of the Gospel
are we when we’re reluctant to mention
it to our friends? Can you imagine the
apostle Paul or any apostle being reluc-
tant to tell the “story of the cross of
Christ?” No doubt their being proud of
the Gospel is one reason for it being
preached to every creature under heav-
en by the time Paul wrote his letter to
the church at Colosse (cf. Col. 1:23).

Another reason why Paul was “not
ashamed of the Gospel” is because of its
POWER. Concerning the Gospel, Paul
wrote, “...for it is the power of God...”
(Rom. 1:16b). The word power is trans-
lated from the Greek dunamis. It is
from this word that we derive several of
our English words, e.g., dynamic,
dynamo, and dynamite. The Gospel is
not God’s only power, but it is the only
power he uses to save man from his
sins. The Gospel is God’s “dynamite”
which he uses to blast away our sins!
The greatest spiritual power the world
will every experience is the Gospel of
Christ.

The salvation of man’s soul is the
PURPOSE of the Gospel. Paul wrote,
“...for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion...” (Rom. 1:16c). Jesus came to save
man from his sins (Luke 19:10). The
message of Christ, the Gospel, has but
one purpose — to save our souls. Jesus
asked, “For what is a man profited if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his

own soul...” (Matt. 16:26a). Friend, your
soul is worth more than the whole
world. If we lose our soul, we will have
lost everything. This is why Jesus gave
us the Gospel plan for our salvation
(Mark 16:15,16).

The Gospel is “...to everyone that
believeth...” (Rom. 1:16d). Here is the
PLAN for man’s redemption. Yes, the
Lord has a plan for our salvation. The
Gospel of Christ is God’s plan for man’s
righteousness. It is the theme of the
book of Romans. When we obey the
Gospel, our sins are washed away by
the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16; Rev.
1:5). The word “believeth” is a figure of
speech where a ‘part’ is put for the

‘whole.’ It encompasses the commands
to believe in Christ (John 8:24), to
repent of our sins (Acts 17:30), to con-
fess the sonship of Christ (Acts
8:36,37), and to be baptized in water for
the remission (forgiveness) of our sins
(Acts 2:38; 10:47,48).

The Gospel was preached, “...to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom.
1:16e). Here we have the PEOPLE to
whom the Gospel is preached. The
Gospel is for all! Through the Gospel we
can see God’s love for man, and man’s
opportunity to be saved and enjoy a
home in Heaven, one day.

Friend, if you haven’t obeyed the
Gospel, why not do so today? Tomorrow
may be too late. Please contact the
nearest church of Christ and allow
them to assist you in your obedience.
You will be glad you did!

1336 Spring Lake Road
Fruitland Park, FL 34731

THE GOSPEL IN FIVE POINTS
Marlin Kilpatrick

WHY DOES TERRORISM EXIST TODAY??

SIN.Sin is the cause of evil andwickedness.Any sin,all sin, is committedwhen one vio-
lates God’s will. First John 3:4 says, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also
the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Sin began among men in the gar-

den of Eden with Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:6,7) and continues to this today. “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God ... As it is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one” (Rom. 3:23,10). The devil delights and revels in sin. He uses his influence
to entice people to sin and is behind every vice of sin.

Pain, misery, suffering, heartache and death exist because of sin entering the
world. People often bring hurt and misery upon themselves as a direct result of their
own immoral behavior such as drunkenness, drugs, adultery, lying, etc. Many times
the innocent get hurt, suffer and die as the result of others who sin. All disease and
tragedies of the world exist because of sin. Acts of terrorism exist because of corrupt
minds who cannot cease from sin (cf. 2 Peter 2:14). God does not cause suffering as
punishment for sin; it is simply the natural consequence of wickedness. Sin brought
wickedness into the world and opened the flood gates for suffering. It shows that life
on earth is temporary and that we must prepare for the life to come after this world.

God does not cause or tempt people to sin. This is made clear in James 1:13-15:
“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted
with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”

The Lord God of heaven is a merciful and loving God. He warned Adam and Eve
about sin just as He has warned all men through the generations and warns us today
in the Scriptures. He is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance (2 Peter 3:9). God desires to forgive men of their sin if they will comply
with His divine Will. We are not left hopeless, but we must turn to the Lord in hum-
ble obedience. We must obey Him (Matt. 7:21-23).

To obey, one must: believe the Word of God and what it teaches concerning
Jesus the Christ (John 8:24; 3:16), repent of sins (Acts 17:30; 2:38), confess faith
in Christ that he is the Son of God (Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:37), and be baptized for
the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38;Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21).This makes one a child
of God. The child of God must continue living a faithful life to the Lord to be saved
eternally (Matt. 10:22; 1 Cor. 15:58; Rev. 2:10).

Are YOU willing to believe and obey?
— Editor, Garland M. Robinson
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“We very much enjoy, and share, all
copies of STOP. They’re ALL
GREAT. But in our congregation,
we are in great need of more copies
of this particular one, especially
Bro. McDade’s, Bro. Adams’, Bro.
Campbell’s, and your articles.
Unfortunately, because some of the
‘leaders’ in our congregation are
delusional, they see nothing wrong

with fellowshipping denominations, or with bringing in family mem-
bers from APOSTATE churches, to ‘help’ us! Please also keep our con-
gregation in your prayers that plans for bringing in grown children of
some of our leaders will not materialize! Those ‘children’ have been
duped by false-teaching wolves in sheep’s clothing the Bible warns us
about. But all those trips, parties, ‘new ideas’, denominational-style
singing, etc., are drawing young people away from the church, and to
the apostate congregations by the droves. It’s downright frightening,
especially with our nation’s ‘government’ going down the ‘tubes’, as
well! Many thanks” ...Name Withheld. “I would like to start receiv-
ing STOP. I would enjoy any back issues that you have extra especial-
ly the one that has Denominations Are Sinful. Thank you” ...Sharon
Eads, Piedmont, MO. “I don’t know who gave you my name and
address. But save your expense for I only trash it. I’m not interested
in the church of Christ. I’m a born again Christian and am in church
regular. I’m a Baptist but I’m not like you all and think only Baptist is
going to heaven. So please remove me from your mailing list. Thank
you. ps. Your junk mail has costed me money” ...Viola Adkins, Ona,
WV. [NOTE from editor:What a shame to not be interested in the
Lord’s church, the church Jesus purchased with his life’s blood; but
instead, be a member of a church founded by man. That don’t sound
quite right!]. “Joe Chunn died on April 8, 2009. Please remove his
name from your mailing list. Thank you” ...The family of Joe
Chunn, Greenbrier, AR. “Please add five more to our order. Thank
you” ...Saratoga church of Christ, Saratoga, AR. “My cousin
received STOP before moving to Mississippi. They would greatly
appreciate getting it now. Will you please send it to them again”
...Petal, MS. “Please take Janet Kelly from your mailing list. She is
deceased” ...Blanchard, MI. “If possible, please send STOP to the fol-
lowing names here in east Texas.Thanks” ...DanWhatley, Fruitvale,
TX. “I would like to get my Seek The Old Paths magazine started
again. I went back home for a lengthy stay and I could not get mymag-
azines forwarded so I lost all of my magazines. I really enjoy this mag-
azine and I thank you for doing a wonderful work. Thanks” ...Vivian
Dorman, Rison, AR. “My wife passed away April 15th this year and
I’m a little behind with my works. But here is my check to support the
good work you are doing. I pray God will bless you with good health
that you might continue in this work. It is much needed. It breaks my
heart to see what is happening to the beautiful bride of Christ, espe-
cially in my area, but continue on in your work and I know the Lord
will bless you” ...H. Hopkins, Locust Grove, VA. “I so enjoy Seek The
Old Paths. They explain so much in the teaching. I want to bear fruit
for my Lord and this is the only way I can do so. I’d like you to send
me six of the July 2009 issue. And, could you send me six of the ones
in the series of ‘Answering Questions on Salvation’ and also ‘Denomi-
nations are Sinful?’ These things need so much to be known. If you
print, please no name and no name on my gift.Thank you. Keep up the
good work” ...Name withheld, OH. “Hello my Christian FellowWork-
ers of the Faith. I come to you as a first time listener. I am really enjoy-
ing the radio program via internet. I have used The Old Path webpage
as a tool to help me as I study and grow in the word of God. I hale from
Memphis, Tennessee, having been brought up at the Vance Avenue
church of Christ, now the Norris Rd church. I reside in Chicago, IL,
and worship at ChathamAvalon church of Christ. Let me applaud you
for keeping the word of God alive through this media. It has increased
my faith and given me wisdom as I meditate upon the riches of the
scriptures. May God continue to bless you” ...Curtistine Carter-
Brown, Chicago, IL. [NOTE: our radio station plays 24/7 on
www.wsoj.net]. “I would like to add two families to your monthly
publication. My husband and I have been receiving STOP for about
two years.We believe it has very good articles that always seem scrip-
tural” ...Billy & Mary Hassell, Ferris, TX. “Really like the website”
...John Halcomb, Tucson, AZ. “Greetings. I pray this finds you all
doing well. Many thanks for your Scripturally sound articles. They
have been a true blessing to me these last couple of years. I pass them

on after I’ve read them and pray they will find fertile hearts. I will con-
tinue to remember your efforts in our Lord’s work in my prayers”
...Steve Miller, Fox, AR. “I greatly appreciate your sending me some
back issues of STOP. Since I have no internet access, I need the back
issues on Denominationalism is Sin” ...Poplarville, MS. “Thanks for
sending me STOP” ...MaryMcFaul, Kemp, TX. “Thanks so much.We
enjoy reading these from cover to cover. I’m asking my name to be
withheld” ...St. Elmo, IL. “I’d like to be able to have one of your news
letters be sent to my uncle. He took me to the church of Christ in
Hardy, Arkansas, for the first time when I was 16. By getting him and
his family on the mailing list of STOP is one of my ways to say thank
you” ...Linda Whitehurst, Cassville, MO. “I enjoy your paper very
much. Enclosed is a check for postage for Seek The Old Paths” ...Alyne
Matthews, Clinton, TN. “Thank you” ...Tom Rothery, Crossville,
TN. “Please remove me from your mailing list. I prefer reading STOP
from your website” ...G. P. Bailey, Newnan, GA. “Keep up the good
faithful work. Thank you” ...J. B. Renner, Greeneville, TN. “Delete
from your mailing list. Do not send” ...Loren Clemence, Battle
Creek,MI. “Dear Editor, I have read SeekThe Old Paths for about five
years and enjoy the articles very much. I love the truth” ...Willard
Richardson, Atwood, TN. “I appreciate you sending Keith Player
(the man in prison) the KJV of the Bible (and not the other version)”
...Anonymous, Gallipolis, OH. “Keep up the good work” ...JamesW.
Berry, Montgomery, AL. “Please remove me from your mailing list.
I have health problems now and cannot read it. I loved it for years.
Thanks” ...W. C. Waldron, Hermitage, TN. “Please take me off the
mailing list.My congregation is now getting bundles.Thanks” ...Larry
Gill, Merkel, TX. “Would you put us on your mailing list for 20 copies
of STOP? I picked up a few copies from the Garfield Heights Church
of Christ in Indianapolis, Indiana last week at their Gospel Meeting
and I believe it would be good for our members to read” ...L. L. Par-
ton, Tipton Church of Christ, Tipton, IN.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East End
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is mailed
FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publication can
be found in Jude 3; II Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1; II Peter 1:12.
All mail received may be published unless otherwise noted. Articles
are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson
http://www.seektheoldpaths.org
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