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THE PERSON TRANSFORMED BY CHRIST

Charles Box

The person transformed by Christ lives a completely different life
than before. There is a new attitude, a new focus, a new goal. The old person
dies and is buried. The new person is raised to live a new life.

aul wrote the letter to the Colos-
Psians from a Roman prison

about AD 62. It is not known
who started the church at Colossae
but Paul had a deep interest in these
brethren. In the epistle to the Colos-
sians he gave a powerful look at the
person transformed by the power of
Christ.

The person transformed by Christ
is raised with Christ. Paul said, “If
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God” (Col.
3:1). This is the same thought Paul
had addressed in Colossians 2:12
where he said, “Buried with him in
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from the
dead.” These brethren had been bap-
tized into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27).
They had been buried and raised with
Him in baptism. At baptism they
stopped being “out of Christ” and they
were united with Him — “in Christ.”
Thus being united with Christ, they
should seek to live a life pleasing to
Him.

The person transformed by Christ
will seek Heaven. The mind of the
transformed person will be set on
heaven. Paul said, “Set your affection
on things above, not on things on the
earth” (Col. 3:2). Those who have been
baptized into Christ should seek
heaven. Their thoughts and their ac-

tions are focused in a heavenly direc-
tion. Those transformed by Christ live
daily with heaven on their mind. Their
desire is for that place where, “...God
shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away” (Rev.
21:4) These transformed ones have
both the heart and the action of those
longing for heaven.

The person transformed by Christ
is dead to the old life. When a per-
son becomes a Christian they die to
self and sin. Paul said, “For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God” (Col. 3:3). In becoming a
Christian you die and give your life
over to Christ. The Christian lives be-
cause Christ lives in Him. “I am cru-
cified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh 1
live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me”
(Gal. 2:20). If you are a Christian, life
is no longer your life, you now belong
to Christ.

The person transformed by Christ
has a new life. Literally, the Chris-
tian has given up the life of sin and
all unchristian attitudes to have a
“new life.” This new life is life in
Christ. “When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with him in glory” (Col. 3:4). Living

the life of Christ causes us to look to
that day when the Lord will appear
again. He is coming again! “And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto my-
self; that where I am, there ye may be
also” (John 14:3) “And while they
looked stedfastly toward heaven as he
went up, behold, two men stood by
them in white apparel; Which also
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Je-
sus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven”
(Acts 1:10-11).

The person transformed by Christ
must put to death the sins of the
flesh. Paul said, “Mortify [put to
death] therefore your members which
are upon the earth; fornication, un-
cleanness, inordinate affection, evil
concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5). As Chris-
tians we must put to death “the body
of the sins of the flesh” (Col. 2:11). I1-
licit sexual relationships have no place
in the life of a Christian. To avoid sex-
ual sins we must also avoid “evil de-
sires.” Christians must be pure both
inwardly and outwardly. Also, cov-
etousness has no place in the life of a
transformed person. “For if ye live af-
ter the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye

(Continued on page 53)
The Person Transformed...
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CHURCH ATTENDA

NCE IS ESSENTIAL

Garland M. Robinson

thinkable for one who has em-
braced the Lord’s Way (Acts 18:25),
who has been washed in the blood of
the Lamb (Rev. 7:14), who has been
renewed in heart and soul (Acts 4:32),
to forsake even one of the assemblies
of the saints.

The Bible is clear regarding the
sin and the severity of forsaking the
assemblies of the saints. “And let us
consider one another to provoke unto
love and to good works: Not forsak-
ing the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approach-
ing. For if we sin wilfully after that
we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins” (Heb. 10:24-26).

Far too often, members of the
Lord’s house see church attendance
as an unpleasant experience. It is of-
ten viewed like bad tasting medicine,
something that is not enjoyed, but it’s
necessary for one’s health. What a
shame such individuals have so little
faith! I'm convinced they do not see
the severity of sin and the eternal de-
struction it brings.

To be able to worship the God of
heaven, the creator and sustainer of
all living (Acts 17:28), and to com-
mune with brethren of “like precious
faith” (2 Peter 1:1), is a blessing en-
joyed by far too few who have “named
the name of Christ.”

The blessings and rewards of
church attendance are many. If you're
not present in these assemblies it’s
your loss.

Church attendance strength-
ens not only the individual but
entire families as well. One evi-
dence of this is seen in the number of
couples that have happy marriages.
Statistics prove that families who wor-
ship together are far more likely to
remain together. Rare are the occa-
sions where such homes are broken

hurch attendance is not a “take
it or leave it” situation. It is un-

and end in divorce. When families are
constantly instructed in the “way of
the Lord,” it becomes harder for them
to rebel against that which is right.
The prodigal son removed himself
from family worship and influence
and fell into the depths of sin and folly.
Only after returning home did he once
again enjoy the pleasure and company
of those who truly loved him (Luke
15:11-24). Lois and Eunice brought
Timothy up in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord (2 Tim. 1:5; Eph.
6:1-4). If you're not present with your
family, you’re not leading them in the
way they should go (cf. Prov. 22:6).

Church attendance places you
in the midst of the best people in
the world. It is a place of safety and
comfort. There’s no worry about some-
one seeking to take advantage of you.
You don’t have to worry about turning
your back for fear someone may steal
from you. You have confidence your
children will not be bombarded with
foul language and obscene gestures.
Such fills the TV, school and neigh-
borhood. You don’t have to worry
about “perverts” looking for a chance
to molest you or your children. With
all the crime, lust, greed, outrage,
abomination, obscenity and lewdness
in the world, why would families not
seek to escape such and provide that
which is wholesome, good, honorable,
generous, beneficial and positive? All
these good things and many more are
found in the assemblies of the saints
(Gal. 5:22-24).

Church attendance strength-
ens your faith. “But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for
he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him” (Heb.
11:6).“So then faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God”
(Rom. 10:17). The more you hear the
Word of God, the more you grow in
faith when you apply the lessons
learned. Multitudes are those who of-
ten say, “I wish I were stronger in

faith.” Yet these same people do little,
and many times nothing, to make it
so! A stronger faith is directly related
to the study of God’s Word. The more
you attend the assemblies of the
saints, the more you hear God’s Word,
the more you grow in the faith!

Church attendance provides
the proper example. Had you
rather your children find their heroes
and mentors on social media, at
school, sports, entertainment, TV, or
had you rather they find them at
church? As a child, I observed godly
men and women who reverently:
bowed their heads in prayer (1 Thess.
5:17), observed the Lord’s supper (Acts
20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-30), contributed to
the Lord’s work (1 Cor. 16:2), sang
psalms, hymns, and spiritual praises
unto God (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), and
studied and listened to the Word of
God (Acts 20:7). These great examples
served to teach me how to worship
God (John 4:24). It impressed upon
me the reverence and respect due
unto God. I learned the seriousness
of holy things. 'm no doubt a Chris-
tian today because of those early years
and being shown such wonderful ex-
amples.

Church attendance gives the
honor, respect, reverence, adora-
tion and glory to God the Father
in heaven. The woman at Jacob’s
well was taught about true and proper
worship by Jesus himself. When she
observed that he was a prophet, she
had a question for him, saying: “Our
fathers worshipped in this mountain;
and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the
place where men ought to worship. Je-
sus saith unto her, Woman, believe me,
the hour cometh, when ye shall neither
in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem,
worship the Father. Ye worship ye
know not what: we know what we wor-
ship: for salvation is of the Jews. But
the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth:
for the Father seeketh such to worship
him. God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship [him] in
spirit and in truth” (John 4:20-24).

God the Father seeks worship. He
seeks true worship. He seeks spiritual
worship (v.23). Shall those who have
been redeemed not offer him the wor-
ship he not only desires but com-
mands? Are we so thankless that we
only attend worship services when it’s
convenient for us? Do you realize that
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amounts to nothing more than just
throwing God a crumb from our boun-
tiful table filled with blessings? Do
you remember the occasion when Je-
sus healed ten lepers but only one re-
turned to give glory to God? Jesus
asked him, “Were there not ten
cleansed? but where are the nine?
There are not found that returned to
give glory to God, save this stranger”
(Luke 17:17-18). Are you among the
nine who did not return to praise God?
Such an attitude is ungrateful indeed!
Who do you think the Lord will save

come judgment day? All ten or just
the one?

“For it is impossible for those who
were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have
tasted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come, If they
shall fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open shame” (Heb. 6:4-
6).

When all is said and done and our

existence in this world has come to
an end, what will you say at judg-
ment? Will you say you did not have
time to worship? You were too busy?
There were so many things more im-
portant to you than worshipping God?
Where are the nine?

Who will deny the blessings of
families worshipping God together?
Who will step forward and say that
such does not strengthen the home?
No one can do so!

TAKING TIME FOR
THE LORD'S SUPPER

Ronald D. Gilbert

Brethren, are we in that big of a hurry to get out of our worship assemblies?
Can we not slow down and give the observance
of the Lord’s Supper the time and respect it deserves?

any things have changed over the past year or
| \ / I so due to the COVID-19 virus. Many congrega-
tions stopped their public worship services al-
together. Others cut back to just Sunday morning only.
In this very dangerous time of a pandemic, many were
not going to public worship at all, but they were still
shopping each week for food, clothing and other items.
They were still going to work. Ladies were still going to
the beauty parlor. Many were still eating out at restau-
rants. Many children were still going to school and some
were even going on vacations — but not to worship! But
this is a study for another time. In this article, I want to
focus on the Lord’s Supper.

Being involved in full time mission work for many
years, my wife and I travel a lot visiting congregations
giving mission reports and raising funds for mission ef-
forts. During the past several months we have visited
many congregations in several states. One thing we’ve
noticed due to the virus is how congregations partake
of the Lord’s Supper. Most congregations now have in-
dividual plastic cups for members to pick up when they
come into the building. This makes good sense to keep
several people from handling the same piece of bread
and eating after each other. Also, having individual cups
for each member prevents anyone picking up a half-full
cup that someone else has drunk from and placed back
in the tray.

What I have observed at some places is that 10
minutes is given for the announcements, 8 or 10 songs
are sung, an opening and closing prayer is offered, a 30
to 45 minute sermon is delivered and only seconds are
given for the Lord’s Supper! On two different occasions

while visiting, my wife and I were not able to get the
plastic off the cup for the bread fast enough and by the
time we got it off, they were praying for the fruit of the
vine! Brethren, I am not exaggerating, in some places
we have visited 10 to 15 seconds is given after the prayer
for Christians to take the Lord’s Supper! What are we
teaching our children and visitors by this practice? We
often refer to the Lord’s Supper as a “memorial feast”
but in some areas it could be referred to as a “quick me-
morial snack."

When I was a boy growing up in a rural area of
middle Tennessee, sometimes when the men got up to
serve the Lord’s Supper, a brother might say, “we now
come to the most important part of our worship, the
Lord’s Supper.” That statement is not true. All avenues
of worship are equally important because God author-
ized them in public worship. However, one wonders if
some who visit and see the Lord’s Supper being observed
in less than 30 seconds if they should not start saying,
“we have now come to the least important part of our
worship, the Lord’s Supper?” That statement obviously
won’t be said, but the practice speaks volumes as to
how important some view the Lord’s Supper.

Brethren, are we in that big of a hurry to get out of
our worship assemblies? Can we not slow down and
give the observance of the Lord’s Supper the time and
respect it deserves? Sure we can! What place on earth
is more important than being with the saints worshiping
God according to his prescribed order?

PO Box 49494
Cookeville, TN 38506
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THE LORD’s DAY

Marvin L. Weir

The devil never sleeps or fails to take advantage of any situation he can
exploit. Covid-19 may turn out to be something Satan uses to lead brethren
astray. Some brethren have not attended church services in over a year.

commanded to assemble together

to worship the true and living
God? Can that day be identified? Does
both “Sunday” and “the first Day of
the week” refer to the “Lord’s Day?” If
such a day exists, what must the
“church” do on that day?

We live in a society that now
treats religion in a very casual man-
ner. It is the age of “house churches”
and congregations that divide up on
Sunday evenings to gather in small
groups in numerous homes (“cell
groups”). What is implemented on
Sunday evening will eventually come
home to roost on Sunday morning. For
decades now, the Sunday evening
service has been treated as something
less than the Sunday morning service.
Are not both AM and PM assemblies
Lord’s Day worship services?

There is no scripture that com-
mands Christians to meet in a build-
ing, but the scriptures do demand that
Christians assemble together on a
certain day. The apostle John specifi-
cally mentions “the Lord’s day” (Rev.
1:10). Church historians, lexicons and
Bible dictionaries all refer to “the
Lord’s Day” as Sunday — the first day
of the week.

The church of the New Testament
assembled on a regular basis. Please
note the language Paul uses to de-
scribe the regular gathering of Chris-
tians in the early church. Paul uses
expressions like “when ye are gathered
together” (1 Cor. 5:4), “when ye come
together” (1 Cor. 11:18), “when ye come
together therefore into one place” (1
Cor. 11:20) and “if therefore the whole
church be come together into one place”
(1 Cor. 14:23).

It is easy to prove from the Scrip-
tures that the early church had a reg-
ular time to assemble. It is also easy
to see the pattern for assembly in-
volved the “whole” church — not just
a part of the church. There is ab-
solutely no Scriptural authority what-
soever for congregations dividing up

Is there a special day the church is

into “cell groups” or multiple “house
churches” for their Lord’s Day assem-
blies!

The devil never sleeps or fails to
take advantage of any situation he
can exploit. Covid-19 may turn out to
be something Satan uses to lead
brethren astray. Some brethren have
not attended a worship service at their
congregation in over a year. Yet, they
go to the grocery store which is far
more dangerous. Many have contin-
ued to go to work. They say these
things are necessary. Think about this
for a moment — is worship not neces-
sary? Some brethren have become
content to “worship” at home. Is this
remotely akin to being “gathered to-
gether” (1 Cor. 5:4) or assembling
“yourselves together” (1 Cor. 11:18)?
The Lord intended that the “whole
church be come together in one place”
(1 Cor. 14:23) on Sunday — the first
day of the week. Brethren who are
able to go to work, go to Wal-Mart, at-
tend other activities during the week,
deceive themselves when they think
they have engaged in a Lord’s Day
worship service by themselves at
home!

Hebrews 10:25 warns brethren
not to forsake their assembling to-
gether. This verse of Scripture clearly
depicts that the early church had a
routine of “assembling together” and
that some already had a habit of “for-
saking the assembling” (Heb.
10:25).

We have examples of the early
Christians coming together on the
first day of the week. Paul and Luke
refrained from further travel to gather
with the local Christians on the Lord’s
Day (no other explanation is given for
their deliberate delay). In Acts 20:6-7
we read, “And we sailed away from
Philippi after the days of unleavened
bread, and came unto them to Troas
in five days; where we abode seven
days. And upon the first day of the
week, when the disciples came together
to break bread, Paul preached unto

them, ready to depart on the morrow;
and continued his speech until mid-
night.” Paul instructed the church at
Corinth, “Now concerning the collec-
tion for the saints, as I have given or-
der to the churches of Galatia, even so
do ye. Upon the first day of the week
let every one of you layy by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that there
be no gatherings when I come” (1 Cor.
16:1-2).

The first day of the week is the
day Christ rose from the dead. The
Scriptures read, “In the end of the sab-
bath, as it began to dawn toward the
first day of the week, came Mary Mag-
dalene and the other Mary to see the
sepulchre. ... He is not here: for he is
risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay” (Matt. 28:1,6).

The Holy Spirit fell on the apos-
tles on the day of Pentecost — the
50th day after the Passover. This
would involve seven Sabbaths (49
days) plus one — the 50th day (cf. Lev.
23). It would be the first day of the
week, and Peter preached his sermon
(Acts 2) on that day (Sunday, the
Lord’s Day).

The early Christians assembled
together for a particular purpose —
to worship. This is the very reason
saints are to assemble together today!
The most common word for worship
(proskuneo) means “to kiss the hand
toward.” One cannot help but observe
that this word denotes an act of rev-
erence that requires a specific ac-
tion! The Scriptures declare that the
early Christians “..continued sted-
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fel-
lowship, and in breaking of bread, and
in prayers” (Acts 2:42). Worship does
not occur automatically, accidentally
or unknowingly.

We learn from the Scriptures that
Abraham said to his young men, “/
and the lad will go yonder and wor-
ship, and come again to you” (Gen.
22:5). In 1 Samuel 1:19 we read, “And
they rose up in the morning early, and
worshipped before the LORD, and re-
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turned, and came to their house to
Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah
his wife; and the LORD remembered
her”

It is more than obvious that true
worship of God has a beginning and
an ending! The “all of life is worship”
doctrine is blatantly false! May we
desire to assemble with the saints to
worship every Sunday which is also
called the Lord’s Day — the first day
of the week!

484 CR 44700
Blossom, TX 756416
countryboy357@hughes.net
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The Person Transformed...
(Continued from page 49)

through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live” (Rom. 8:13).

The person transformed by Christ
avoids the wrath of God. God’s
wrath will be poured out on those who
practice the sins of Colossians 3:5.
These people are called children of
disobedience. “For which things’ sake
the wrath of God cometh on the chil-
dren of disobedience” (Col. 3:6). God’s
wrath will be poured out against every
sinful act of men. In the book of Ro-
mans we read, “For the wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unright-
eousness” (Rom. 1:18). Paul wrote, “To
them who by patient continuance in
well doing seek for glory and honour
and immortality, eternal life: But unto
them that are contentious, and do not
obey the truth, but obey unrighteous-
ness, indignation and wrath, Tribula-
tion and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil...” (Rom. 2:7-9).
The transformed person avoids the
wrath of God.

The person transformed by Christ
had before lived a life of sin. Paul
said before becoming a Christian
these people both walked and lived in
sin. He said, “In the which ye also
walked some time, when ye lived in
them” (Col. 3:7). He wrote to the
Corinthians saying, “Know ye not that
the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: nei-
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind, Nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall in-
herit the kingdom of God. And such
were some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justi-
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor.
6:9-11). Moral wickedness is always a
serious problem for all those living
without Christ. The Colossians, like
the Corinthians, had walked and lived
in fornication, uncleanness, passion,
evil desires and covetousness. These
people are not alone in their walking
and living in sin.

The person transformed by Christ
puts off anger, hatred and filthy
language. Paul started the discussion
in Colossians 3:5 concerning certain

things Christians must remove from
their lives. “But now ye also put off
all these; anger, wrath, malice, blas-
phemy, filthy communication out of
your mouth” (Col. 3:8). The list in
Colossians 3:5 focused on sexual sins.
Now he turns his attention to anger,
hatred and filthy language. Certain
actions have no place in the life of a
Christian. As Christians we must
learn to control our tongues and tem-
pers.

The person transformed by Christ
must tell the truth. How could it
have been said with more simplicity?
“Lie not one to another, seeing that ye
have put off the old man with his
deeds” (Col. 3:9). It is impossible for
lying and the Christian character to
coexist.

The person transformed by
Christ must put on the new man.
The Colossians had put off the old
man and now they must put on the
new man. “That ye might walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and in-
creasing in the knowledge of God” (Col.
1:10). Christians must “walk in new-
ness of life” (Rom. 6:4). They have
“learned” better and now they must
“live” better. Now that Christians
know to live better, they should con-
tinually seek God’s fellowship.

To become a transformed person
you MUST:
¢ Hear the saving Gospel (Rom.

10:17),
¢ Believe in Jesus (John 8:24),
¢ Repent of your sins (Acts 17:30),
¢ Confess Christ as Lord (Rom.
10:9-10), and
¢ Be Baptized into Christ (Gal.
3:27). After being immersed in
water you must,
¢ Continue to seek that heavenly
home (1 Cor. 15:58).
P.O. Box 551
Greenville, AL 36037

The most important day of our
life is not our birthday or graduation
from school. It’s not even our wedding
day or anniversary. It’s the day we’re
baptized into Christ for the remission
of our sins (Acts 2:38) — the day we
become a member of the body/church
of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). Jesus referred
to it as being “born again” (John 3:3,5).
It’s a spiritual birth. Won’t you con-
sider studying about that?
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CALVINISM

Jon Gary Williams

From beginning to end, Calvinism abounds with beliefs

he roots of Calvinism extend

I back to the 16th century, during

the early days of the Reforma-

tion Movement in Switzerland. John

Calvin, a theologian, became a part of

the growing wave of Protestantism.

He, like Martin Luther in Germany,

was troubled over the corruption he

found in Catholic doctrine and prac-
tice.

One thing he found especially dis-
turbing was the emphasis on “works”
in order to reach heaven. In contrast,
he began emphasizing the “grace of
God.” To him it was the grace of God
versus the works of man. In his zeal-
ous opposition to Catholicism, it never
occurred to him that the Scriptures
taught a happy medium — a combi-
nation of grace and works. So, in the
formation of his position against the
extreme works of Catholicism, he cre-
ated another extreme teaching — ex-
treme grace.

Calvin’s views focused on the na-
ture of man’s redemption. He taught
that all men are born inheritors of
Adam’s sin (a carryover from Catholic
belief), that man plays no part in his
redemption and that the atonement
for sin is limited to the “elect.” He felt
there was nothing for man to do to be
saved, that man’s salvation was solely
in the hands of God.

In the mid to late 1500s, Calvin’s
views became the standard among ref-
ormation efforts throughout Europe.
Hence, the term “Calvinism” came to
be the identifying label of reformation
theology and continues to this day;
practically the entire denominational
world adheres in some way to Calvin-
ism. Calvin’s efforts eventually led to
the formation of the Presbyterian
Church.

Actually, there are five parts to
the Calvinistic doctrine, hence, it is
often addressed as, “The Five Points
of Calvinism.” Unraveling this
five point system can become compli-
cated but it can best be understood
by remembering an acrostic: “T-U-L-
I-P” which designates the titles of the
five parts. They are:

contrary to the Scriptures.

e T-Total Inherited Depravity
e U-Unconditional Special Elec-
tion

e L-Limited Atonement

e I-Irresistible Grace

e P-Perseverance of the saints

What, exactly, are these five
points?

CALVINISM EXPLAINED

Total Inherited Depravity

This is the teaching that all men
are born guilty of Adam’s sin and is
sometimes referred to as the doctrine
of “Original sin” or “Adamic sin.” It is
the belief that man enters the world
totally depraved with an inherited sin-
ful nature which is passed on from
one generation to the next. It teaches
that man is incapable of doing any
good and his condition is so sinful that
he can do nothing to correct it.

However, if man is born in such a
sinful state and if he can do nothing
to aid himself, how then is he to be
saved? This leads to the second point.

Unconditional Special Election

Calvin taught that since man is
totally depraved, it is impossible for
him to choose to serve God. Therefore,
it is God alone who determines who
will be saved. He believed that God,
through his grace, elects those who
will be saved even before their birth.
This means that man’s salvation is
entirely “unconditional,” hence, “spe-
cial election” or sometimes merely “un-
conditional election.” This doctrine is
also known as “predestination.”

Since Calvin taught that God’s
grace predetermined those who would
be saved, this meant also that the
atonement for sin would only apply
to them. This leads to the third point
of Calvinism.

Limited Atonement

Since the only atonement for
man’s salvation is the blood of Christ,
and since Calvin taught that only
whom God has selected can be saved,
this means the atoning blood of Jesus

is limited to those who have been se-
lected. Hence, all outside that group
are excluded from redemption.

But, if salvation through the aton-
ing blood on the elect has been prede-
termined, is it possible for them to re-
fuse redemption? This leads to point
four of Calvinism.

Irresistible Grace

Calvin taught that redemption
through God’s grace is so certain, it is
impossible for the elect to resist it. He
believed that God accomplishes his
redemptive work of grace through a
direct, supernatural operation of the
Holy Spirit on one’s heart. Hence, the
elect have no choice in the matter.

If, however, the elect cannot resist
God’s redemptive grace, does this
mean they can never be lost? This is
answered in the last point of Calvin-
ism.

Perseverance of the saints

Since Calvin believed salvation is
entirely in the hands of God and that
the elect could not resist his grace, he
was forced to further teach that the
elect cannot lose their redemption.
This was the logical conclusion to his
overall salvation theology. Hence, the
elect will persevere to the end. This
view is sometimes called the “impos-
sibility of apostasy” or “once saved, al-
ways saved” doctrine.

CALVINISM IN THE LIGHT OF
SCRIPTURES

Total Inherited Depravity

¢ Sinis not inherited, man is guilty
only of his own sins (Ezek. 18:20;
Rom. 3:23; 14:12).

e Man will be judged for his own
evil works (Matt. 16:27; Eccl.
12:14; 1 Peter 1:17).

e Little children are not sinners
(Matt. 18:3,4; Luke 18:16). They
have no knowledge of good and
evil (Deut. 1:39).

e Death, not sin, is passed to all
mankind (Rom. 5:12).
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Unconditional Special Election

God is not a respecter of persons
(Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9).
There is something for man to do
(Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16;
Heb. 5:9; 2 Thess. 1:7-8).

Limited Atonement

The atoning blood of Christ is for
all (1 Tim. 2:5-6; Heb. 2:9; 1 John
2:2).

Salvation is for all men (Acts 2:21;
10:35; 17:30; Rom. 10:13; 2 Peter
3:9; 1 Tim. 2:3-4; John 3:16; Rev.
22:17).

Irresistible Grace

This takes away man’s free will
(freedom of choice) and he be-
comes nothing more than a robot.
Man is free to choose or not choose
God (Josh. 24:15; Matt. 11:28-29).
Man can choose to resist the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit inspired
the prophets to bring God’s mes-
sage. The Jews rejected this mes-
sage and Stephen said that in do-
ing so they were resisting the
Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51).

Perseverance of the saints

Christians can depart from God
(Heb. 3:12).

Christians can fall from God’s
grace (Gal. 5:4; 1 Cor. 10:12; IT Pet.
1:10; 3:17; Jude 24)

Christians can deny the faith and
become worse than the lost (I Tim.
5:8)

Christians can turn away from
the faith (I Tim. 1:19)

Christians can perish (I Cor. 8:11)
Christians can be spewed out by
Christ (Rev. 3:16)

Christians can err from God and
be in danger of spiritual death
(James 5:19,20)

Christians can be servants of sin
which leads to spiritual death
(Rom. 6:16)

Christians can sow to the flesh
and lose eternal life (Gal. 6:7,8)
Christians can wither away or be
choked (Matt.13:5 7)

Christians will stand in judgment
along with the world (II Cor. 5:10;
I Peter 4:17)

Even the apostle Paul said that
he could be a castaway (rejected)
(I Cor. 9:27)

Calvinism is a drastically false set

of teachings. From beginning to end,

it abounds with beliefs contrary to the
Scriptures. Once the first step is ac-
cepted, all the other steps, of necessity,

fall into place.

Jon Gary Williams
www.jongarywilliams.com

EPHESIANS 4:4 —
"ONE HoPe"”

The Christian’s hope is not to
live forever here on the earth. It’s to be
with God in heaven above.

“ o hope” is one of the saddest things a person can hear. When
one is sick and the doctor says, “We have done all we can do;

there is no hope,” or, “There is no hope for a cure,” that is dev-
astating, heartbreaking news! Ultimately, all of life might feel and seem
utterly hopeless, seeing the world around us filled with sin, suffering,
and sorrow. Furthermore, faced daily with the reality of the biblical
truth, “it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment”
(Heb. 9:27), one might be inclined to despair. But, we need not despair,
for Jesus came into this world to give hope to all — the hope of eternal
life!

What is hope? The Greek word translated “hope” (elpis) appears
54 times in the New Testament. In most modern-day usage, “hope”
carries merely the idea of desire, but often does not carry any realistic
expectation (as in, “I hope my father-in-law buys me a brand-new car
for my birthday”). Biblically, however, the word means desire and ex-
pectation, along with eager anticipation. Biblical hope always involves
that which is good and desirable and always centers around that which
is both realistic and expected. Biblical hope is based on the faithfulness
of the God of heaven. Paul was inspired to write: “In hope of eternal life
which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began” (Titus 1:2).

What is the one hope of Ephesians 4:4? The Christian’s hope is
not money or material possessions, for God has never promised such.
The Holy Spirit tells us through Paul, “For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out” (1 Tim. 6:7). The Chris-
tian’s hope is not to live forever here on this earth, for it will be destroyed
(2 Peter 3:10-14). According to 1 Timothy 1:1, Jesus is the Christian’s
hope, and as such, He gives “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13) to the Christian
in His promise that He one day will return to raise the dead (Acts
24:14,15) and take the faithful home to heaven (1 Thess. 4:13-18). The
Christian’s hope is a “living hope” (1 Peter 1:3-4)! In short, the one
hope is eternal life in heaven for God’s faithful (Titus 1:2).

If the Bible is true (and centuries of investigation and failed attempts
to discredit it have shown that it is), then the hope offered to mankind
through God’s word is both certain and available for all who would
come to God through His Son. This hope is “an anchor of the soul, both
sure and steadfast” (Heb. 6:19). As Christians, we must be diligent to
“hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end”
(Heb. 3:6). Come what may in this life, the faithful child of God can
rejoice in the living, sure hope of eternal life (Rom. 12:12)!

Chad Dollahite
654 Slabama Ave. S
Bremen, GA 30110
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"T have been receiving Seek
The Old Paths for many
years. Thanks” ...Boaz, AL.
“Please accept our donation for
your great work and excellent
articles in the STOP” ...Terry
& Haide Hill, Jal, NM. “En-
closed is a check to help sup-
port your work in The Old Paths. We are sending it in memory
of Mylissa Ann Smith who passed away. She was a hospice
nurse and loved caring for her patients. She loved everyone,
a strong Christian lady, very active in the church. It just dev-
astated our congregation and we still cannot accept the fact
that she is gone. Her husband is a 3rd generation elder at
our congregation. May God bless you in your work for Him.
Your paper is very interesting. I like reading it. After I'm fin-
ished with it, I send it to a minister in Alabama who has a
prison ministry” ...Ron & Lill Miller, Belle, WV. “I have
been receiving STOP ever since Walter Pigg’s paper went
out of business. All your articles have been true to the Bible.
I can’t believe that some ‘Christians’ would vote for the devil
and his characteristic of evil, and not for the Lord and his
characteristic of good. Keep up the good work and your stand
for the truth” ...Chuck Richardson, Wintersville, OH. “I
deeply appreciate your work in the Lord’s kingdom. May God
continue to bless you with much success” ...Debbie Street,
Corinth, MS. “Thank you. I enjoy reading STOP. I look for-
ward to it each month”...Cabot, AR. “In your June/19 STOP,
Bill Boyd wrote the 2nd part of his article (Great Is Your Re-
ward In Heaven, #2). At the beginning, he quoted from N. T.
Wright about a beer in a refrigerator and that Jesus would
bring the beer. What nonsense! Referring to Jesus in that
way to me is sacrilegious. How could you publish it in the
STOP? It reminds me of something a departed brother, Max
Lucado, would write. Jesus made it plain what he will do for
those who are watching for his return. Jesus is our Lord, our
King and Master. He is holy. Please refrain from sacrilegious,
degrading articles about him in the future” ...CA. [Editor’s
note: The mention of beer was Wright’s statement, not brother
Boyd’s. He was quoting from N. T. Wright showing how blas-
phemous, detestable and profane Wright’s statement was. I
agree with you that such a ridiculous statement Mr. Wright
made is sacrilegious.] “Hello there. Here’s hoping this message
finds you well. I am writing to request to be taken OFF of
the STOP paper newsletter. I did not sign up for it, and
believe an estranged family member signed my name for the
publication” ...Joe Waggoner, Alpine, TX. “Love the paper.
Keep up the good work” ...Charles Coulter, Lexington,
TN. “Thank you” ...Allen & Irene Tate, Cache, OK. “Enjoy
this paper!” ..Name withheld by request, August, KS.
“Please send me Seek The Old Paths. 1 would like the back
copies of 2021. Thank you” ...Name withheld, Stryker, OH.
“I enjoy the STOP paper very much” ...Pittsford, MI. “Just
wanted to let you know how much I enjoy reading STOP
very month. Thank you. Keep up the great work, our nation
needs to hear the truth” ...Freida Boyd, Cookeville, TN.
“Thank you dear brother. These are very powerful lessons.
Please send me two more of the May/21 issue. I must share
them with someone. God bless you in your great work”
...Doris Ingram, Memphis, TN. “I enjoy reading STOP. I
look forward to it each month” ...Gainesboro, TN. “Thank
you so much for the sound paper!” ...Heath Johnson, West
Palm Beach, FL.

S.EEK T.HE O.LD PATHS

Upcoming articles will examine the so-called “Critical

Race Theory” and “woke” culture being championed to-
day. Christians must be informed and not buy into the igno-
rance and superstitution of Marxism and the Socialist
agenda. They prey upon the gullible who willingly surrender
the freedom we have in Christ Jesus. The Word of the Lord
speaks very clearly on the subject. It speaks of those who are
“lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphe-
mers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without nat-
ural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead
captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers
lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge
of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so
do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate
concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no further: for
their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was”
(2 Tim. 3:2-9). These words describe well the times in which
we live. Will you “stand up” and defend God’s holy TRUTH or
will you “stand down” and let EVIL have it’s way? Jesus said,
“IF ye continue in my word, THEN are ye my disciples indeed;
And ye shall know the TRUTH, and the TRUTH shall make
you free” (John 8:31-32).

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the Leoni Church of
Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is FREE, being sup-
ported by the contributions of both individuals and congregations. Its pri-
mary purpose and goal in publication can be found in Jude 3, 2 Tim. 4:2,
Titus 1:13, Titus 2:1 and 2 Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published
unless it is marked “not for publication.” The church building is located
at: 2132 Old McMinnville Hwy, Woodbury, TN 37190.
Editor: Garland M. Robinson — seektheoldpaths.com
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