
There comes now a very disgust-
ing announcement from
FFrreeeedd--HHaarrddeemmaann UUnniivveerrssii--

ttyy informing me that a very special
feature of the February 2005 Freed-
Hardeman Bible Lectureship will be
a Contemporary Discussion dealing
with: “Should the use of instrumen-
tal music in worship be a barrier to
fellowship with others, such as the
Independent Christian Church?”

Two men selected to present the
heretical, digressive viewpoint will
be PPhhiilllliipp MMoorrrriissoonn,, assisted by
TTiimm WWooooddrrooooff.. The two men select-
ed to negate the matter will be MMaarr--
lliinn CCoonnnneellllyy,, assisted by PPhhiilliipp
SSllaattee.. Earl Edwards will moderate
the farcical affair.

I realize full well that President
Milton Sewell will pay absolutely no
attention to my objections, as has
been true in the past, but such has
not been a hindrance in his continu-
ous supplicant for my money.

A very sound and judicious
brother called to inform me that he
had received an announcement
about the Contemporary Discussion.
As we conversed he retorted, “I think
the President is crazy to provide a
sounding board for false teachers.” I
agree — and the event makes no
earthly sense at all.

Whoever conjured up the Con-
temporary Discussion needs their
head and heart examined. Such a
fiasco is in no way a mere Contempo-
rary Discussion. Do the people at
Freed-Hardeman not have access to
all of the many discussions, debates,
articles and confrontations which
sound and faithful brethren have
presented relative to instrumental
music throughout the past years?
Whatever happened to the Harde-
man-Boswell debate? Is the scholarly
work of brother M. C. Kurfees no
longer in the F. H. U. library? Are
there no Bible teachers at Freed-
Hardeman capable and willing to
teach what the Bible clearly presents
relative to the kind of music to be
used in the worship? Is it the case
that F.H.U. students and others need
to hear heretics palaver why Chris-
tians should fellowship “others such
as the Independent Christian
Church?” Who are all the “others”? I
am fully cognizant that my state-
ments will be spurned, but nonethe-
less, there is not a person at Freed-
Hardeman or anywhere else in the
entire world who can prove that the
Independent Christian Church is
any part or parcel of the New Testa-
ment church. I know what the liber-
al element prattles. They say, “The

Christian church preachers baptize
for the remission of sins.” Any person
with a “thinker” can realize that
some of the “others” claim to baptize
for the remission of sins. This is the
crux of the matter. The Mormons,
Catholics, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and
the Jesus Only Pentecostals all claim
to baptize for the remission of sins
and they claim to be the church or a
part thereof. When will Sewell, et al,
have some of the “others” to come to
the campus to bray for fellowship?

Does Milton Sewell believe that
the Independent Christian Church is
the church of Christ? Does he believe
the Mormon Church is the church of
Christ? When a person is baptized
into the Independent Christian
Church, does he think he is being
baptized into the one body, the
church of Christ? Of course not!

It makes no sense whatever dur-
ing a time when so many elders,
preachers and congregations are
turning aside from the faith — and
clamoring for instrumental music —
to set aside a time and place for false
teachers to proliferate error.

There is no excuse for such com-
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NNeeiitthheerr GGiivvee PPllaaccee……

NEITHER GIVE PLACE TO THE DEVIL
Wayne Coats 

““WWhhyy iinnvviittee mmeenn wwhhoo aarree kknnoowwnn ttoo bbee aanndd//oorr bbeelliieevveedd ttoo bbee lliibbeerraall aanndd bbyy ssoo
ddooiinngg ccaauussee ssuucchh aannxxiioouuss hhoouurrss wwhheenn tthheerree aarree ssccoorreess ooff ggoooodd mmeenn wwhhoo wwoouulldd

bbrriinngg nnoo ssuucchh ccrriittiicciissmmss,, eessppeecciiaallllyy wwhheenn tthhee mmeenn wwhhoo bbrriinngg hhiimm kknnooww tthhaatt tthhee
mmaann iiss ‘‘uunnddeerr ffiirree’’ ffrroomm ggoooodd mmeenn wwhhoo lloovvee tthhee cchhuurrcchh aanndd tthhee ttrruutthh..””

             



The Lord’s church began on the
first day of Pentecost after the
death, burial, resurrection and

ascension of Jesus Christ. The char-
acteristics of His church are revealed
to mankind in the Bible. By those
characteristics the church can be
identified. It is called the body of
Christ, the church of God, churches
of Christ, the kingdom of God, the
house or family of God, and other
identifications that show possession.
Its members are called disciples,
Christians, saints, priests and other
terms found in Scripture.

The governmental organization
of the church is relatively simple.
Christ is the head. Members are
organized into local congregations.
Congregations are organized with
elders having the oversight, deacons
who serve, preacher and teachers,
and all the membership making up
the body. Each congregation is
autonomous or self-governing inas-
much as there is no super-ecclesiasti-
cal organization of the Lord’s church
larger than a local congregation.

The creed is Christ and the writ-
ten creed (meaning what is believed)
is the Bible. The worship consists of
singing, praying, observing the
Lord’s supper, giving, and proclaim-
ing the Word of God. The terms of
entrance are hearing the Word,
believing in Jesus as the Christ the
Son of God, repenting of sins, con-
fessing faith in Jesus as the Christ
and being baptized into Christ for
the remission of sins by His authori-
ty (in His name).

The church is united in mind,
doctrine, practice, speaking the same
things, speaking as the oracles of
God, tied together by the bond of

faith and fellowship in Christ.
The work of the church is to

evangelize the world with the
Gospel, edify and build up itself (the
saved), recover those who may fall
away and render benevolent and
charitable deeds to those in need as
opportunity presents itself.

The inspired history of the early
church shows the Lord’s people doing
the Lord’s work the Lord’s way. The
New Testament gives us His pattern
and blueprint to which we must
adhere if we would be the Lord’s peo-
ple and do the Lord’s work.

AN APOSTASY

As prophesied, there came a
falling away from the truth (I Tim.
4:1-3; II Peter 2:1,2: Acts 20:28-30).
The apostasy did not occur rapidly,
but gradually over a long period of
time. Many of the departures from
truth occurred concurrently. There
was first a change in the governmen-
tal structure of the church into an
ecclesiastical hierarchy. The names
of the church and its members were
changed. Human creeds were intro-
duced alongside of, and then instead
of, the Bible. Traditions, doctrines of
men, superstitions, and combina-
tions of truth with pagan and hea-
then practices perverted the church
away from God’s pattern. There was
a change in the manner of worship,
the terms of admission, the mission,
purpose, and work of the church.
Very little was left untouched by the
apostasy.

Down through the years when
these changes were taking place,
there were voices that cried out
against them, but to no avail. Many

warned of the error involved, pleaded
for people not to follow men but to
return to God. But they were
ignored, silenced by persecution and
death, intimidated into retreat and
the apostasy rolled on. Human histo-
ry entered into the period historians
call the Dark Ages.

REFORMATION

Eventually, after several cen-
turies, there were those who could
raise their voices in opposition to the
ruling powers, primarily the Roman
Catholic Church, and survive. Their
voices were not silenced but heard.
They would not be ignored nor intim-
idated. Such were Martin Luther,
John Calvin, John Knox, Ulrich
Zwingli, and many others who are
considered the “fathers of the Protes-
tant Reformation.”

Moving rather rapidly now over
history, suffice it to say that the
Reformation Movement did not
reform existing Romanism as was
first intended. Rather, it produced
Protestant denominationalism with
its many names, churches, doctrines,
creeds, practices, etc. All that charac-
terizes the confused, contradictory,
and chaotic religiously divided scene
so evident today was produced to a
great degree from the Reformation.

RESTORATION

In the eighteenth century, men
began to see the gross inconsistency
of denominationalism. They began
the plea for a return to New Testa-
ment Christianity. They urged people
to go back behind denominationalism
(the apostasy), all the way back to a
“thus saith the Lord” found in the
Scriptures. They urged that men
preach what was preached then,
speak as the oracles of God, speak
where the Bible speaks, be silent
where the Bible is silent, require
what Scripture requires, neither add
to nor take from what the Bible
teaches. They desired men to recog-
nize the Bible as the all-sufficient
religious authority it claims to be (II
Tim. 3:16-17).

Prominent men involved in this
plea that had its beginning in Europe
but found fertile soil in America were
James O’Kelly, Elias Smith, Abner
Jones, Barton W. Stone, Thomas and
Alexander Campbell and a host of
others. Their plea was based on the
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UPHOLD THE PLEA
James W. Boyd 

TThhee ccaauussee ooff rreessttoorraattiioonn iiss nnoobbllee aanndd rriigghhtt,,
bbuutt iitt ssuuffffeerrss ffrroomm tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss eenneemmiieess,,

bbeeiinngg aalllloowweedd aaggaaiinn ttoo bbee rreettaarrddeedd,, sspplliinntteerreedd
aanndd aabbaannddoonneedd..



irrefutable principle of sowing and
reaping — sowing the seed of the
kingdom, the Word of God, into
hearts as was done in New Testa-
ment times. What the seed produced
then, it would produce again.

Such a plea captured the atten-
tion of thousands upon thousands.
Many battles were fought and won
against the die-hards of denomina-
tionalism. The Lord’s church was
restored, and that period has come to
be known as the early days of the
Restoration Movement.

MORE SEEDS OF ERROR ARE SOWN

Unfortunately, the dark clouds of
Satanic apostasy raised other storms
for the church to endure. Two vastly
different approaches were adopted
toward the Bible. One said we are
permitted to do whatever the Bible
does not specifically prohibit. The
other says that we are to do what we
do “in the name of Christ,” which
means by His authority (Col. 3:17).
Second John nine forbids transgress-
ing the doctrine of Christ and binds
abiding in the doctrine of Christ.
This was the unsuppressible con-
tention of faithful brethren.

These two approaches finally
produced division over such innova-
tions as the missionary society and
instrumental music — neither of
which has authority from Scripture.
The missionary society was a organi-
zation separate and apart from the
church that assumed to do the work
of the church, that rivaled the
church. Instrumental music was
wrong because it added another kind
of music in worship rather than that
which God had repeatedly command-
ed and authorized.

Since these original divisive
intrusions into the otherwise grow-
ing restoration efforts of the Lord’s
church, there have been more inno-
vations, such as the church becoming
involved in politics, entertainment,
secular education, fun and games
evangelism, observance of “holy
days,” women preachers, raising
funds through raffles, rummage
sales, etc. rather than the free-will
offerings as Scripture teaches. Those
who launched out upon the sea of
digression drifted so far away from
the shores of truth that they now
admit to being nothing but a denom-
ination among denominations. They

practice open membership, not even
requiring what the Bible teaches is
absolutely necessary to be considered
a child of God. They have adopted all
manner of false doctrines. And on it
goes.

Years and years of faithful labor
was plowed under by liberal digres-
sives and apostate people and their
ways. Entire congregations, proper-
ties, preachers, members were taken
away from the loyal and faithful plea
of staying with the Bible, and they
went their own way, the way of the
world, and “did their own thing.” The
real tragedy of this and any other
apostasy is the loss of souls. One can-
not be saved and defy God and His
will.

BUT TRUTH RISES AGAIN

Even so, the remnant remained
and the church began to grow and
prosper once again until, numerical-
ly, it outnumbered the digressive ele-
ments that sprang from the depar-
ture of restoration principles.

But history has a way of repeat-
ing itself. Today, even as these words
are written, some of the same false
ideas, practices, innovations, organi-
zations, attitudes and doctrines are
dividing the church. The wail is
“unity in diversity,” which simply
means agreeing to disagree and “do
your own thing.” We hear of “new
hermeneutics” which is neither new
nor hermeneutics. It is nothing but a
denial of truth. “Change” is the
watch-word regardless of why. Com-
promise is the fashion. “Go along to
get along” replaces conviction.
Schools, large metropolitan church-
es, “big name” preachers and broth-
erhood papers are all calling for the
relaxation of the plea to stay with the
Book. They have learned to practice
a pseudo love by tolerating whatever
anybody wants so long as they are
honest and sincere, regardless of the
revealed will of God in Scripture.

The cause of restoration is noble
and right, but it suffers from the
Lord’s enemies, being allowed again
to be retarded, splintered and aban-
doned. They want to become accept-
ed by the world and have a large
number of followers.

THE ONLY WAY TO UNITY

The only way to unity is faithful-

ness to God and to hold tenaciously
to the teaching to “speak as the ora-
cles of God” (I Peter 4:11). There
must be Bible authority for what we
say, believe, and practice, because
the Bible is the sole authority. Unity
based on truth is the only true unity.
The plea shall never be outdated nor
irrelevant. It is our sacred duty
before God and man to uphold this
plea regardless of the cost to our-
selves and those around us.

2720 S Chancery St.
McMinnville, TN 37110
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Anonymous .................................$100
Anonymous ...................................$50
Bethlehem Church of Christ,

Baxter, TN............................$100
Berea Church of Christ,

Rives, TN..............................$100
Church of Christ,

Allenhurst, GA.....................$150
Evans Church of Christ,

Evans, GA ..............................$35
William & Susan Trees................$20
Anonymous .................................$165
Anonymous .................................$400
Lord’s Way Church of Christ,

Springfield, VT.......................$50
Cushing Church of Christ,

Cushing, OK ..........................$35
Paul & Shirley Tuller...................$25
M/M Larry Perry........................$100
Anonymous .................................$300
Steve Boyd ..................................$200
William & Etta Lester .................$50
William T. Walkup, Jr. .................$24
Robert Bolden, Jr. ........................$50
Berea Church of Christ,

McMinnville, TN .................$100
Ronald H. Allen ..............................30
Church of Christ,

Webberville, MI ...................$100
John H. Brown .............................$25

Beginning Balance............$ 5,060.62
Contributions.................2,209.00

Debits
Postage ...........................1,319.69

Ending Balance.................$ 5,949.93

(Thanks SO MUCH for your contin-
ued support)
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Our country is at war. The Unit-
ed States has men and
women, young, bright, dedi-

cated, patriotic men and women, who
are in harm’s way, fighting and dying
at the decision of our President and
out of loyalty to this country. This is
no light matter. When we think of
these brave young men and women,
and when we remember brave gener-
ations now gone who have fought for
this great nation for our freedom,
and for our welfare, gratitude swells
in right thinking minds. Patriotism
is not out of place in the Christian. 

In fact, Christians, who are
among the most grateful people on
earth, recognize the freedoms we
have as being far beyond what most
other people on the face of the earth,
now or at any other time, have ever
experienced. It is no light thing to be
able to worship openly, to teach the
truth without fear of government
intervention or censure, to even be
able to condemn the sin of our lead-
ers without fear of losing our heads
as John did when he condemned the
marriage of Herod (Matt. 14:3-4). We
would like to believe we would do
these things even if it meant being
condemned and persecuted by our
government, but it is certainly easier
(on us) to worship, teach, and rebuke
sin in an atmosphere of freedom such
as we have in this great country.

THE PROBLEM

It has come to our attention that
some congregations of the Lord’s
church, in the midst of patriotic fer-
vor, are singing songs in the worship
services that are for the purpose of
praising our great country. While we
are not against many of these songs
themselves, we are against using
such songs in worship services.

Do we really need to stop and
remind people that God is the recipi-
ent and audience of our worship
(John 4:24) or that we are to worship
Him alone (Matt. 4:10)? Is it really
necessary to point out that My Coun-
try Tis Of Thee or America The Beau-
tiful are songs which are sung pri-
marily in praise of our country rather

than the praise of our God? To whom
are we singing praises, God or man?
Patriotic songs have no place in the
worship of our God.

I realize that these types of songs
in some cases ask God to bless our
country. And truly we should be pray-
ing for our leaders and rulers (not
just ours but for all that are in
authority – Tim. 2:1-2) so that we can
lead quiet and peaceable lives. But
there is no doubt that such songs are
sung primarily in praise of this coun-
try, and we do not come together in
worship to sing praises to earthly
things.

The authority we have from God
is to sing “psalms, hymns and spiri-
tual songs” (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19).

EXAMPLES OF OTHER
NON-SPIRITUAL SONGS

In our congregation, we use the
songbook Church Gospel Songs &
Hymns (Editors V. E. Howard &
Broadus E. Smith, Central Printers
& Publishers). There are several
examples of songs in this book that
are not suitable for a worship service:

1. #587 – Just a Rose Will Do.
When time shall come for my leaving,
when I bid you adieu; Don’t spend
your money for flowers, just a rose
will do. – I’ll go to a beautiful garden,
At last when life’s work is thru; Don’t
spend your money for flowers, Just a
rose will do. 

It may be a nice sentiment. It
may be a nice song in another set-
ting, but what does it have to do with
the worship and praise of Almighty
God?

2. #622 – Sweetest Mother. She’s
a little old fashioned, that sweet
mother of mine, There are many
whose beauty will my mother’s out-
shine; She’s a little old fashioned as I
can plainly see, But she is forever
sweetest mother to me.

My mother is a great Christian
woman. I have more respect for her
than I can possibly express. But I
will not sit in a service and sing
about her when I should be praising
my God.

3. #628 – Time Has Made a

Change. Time has made a change
since my childhood day, Many of my
friends have gone away; Some I nev-
ermore in this life shall see, Time has
made a change in me. 

Notice, there is no word about
the transforming Gospel, no praise to
the God who teaches us to put off the
old man and put on the new (Col. 3:9-
10). Rather, it is TIME who has made
a change in me.

4. #658 – There’s a Church in the
Valley. This old favorite is not about
a church; it is about a small, brown
building, in a place that is sentimen-
tal to the writer. 

POSSIBLE UNDERLYING CAUSES

It is sometimes a difficult thing
to identify the cause of something.
But sometimes it is helpful. Whether
or not the following things are the
direct cause of the problem of singing
praises to others besides God, they
are at least related to the problem:

1. Many simply do not recognize
the nature of God, and therefore can-
not understand the nature of wor-
ship. Worship is from the word
‘worthship’ and has to do with the
worth of God. This meaning is clear-
ly shown in scripture. I Chron. 16:29,
Psalm 29:2, and Psalm 96:8 all teach
us to “give to the Lord the glory due
to his name.” No matter how great
our country may be, no matter how
great our mothers may be, they can-
not compare with the greatness of
our God. He far outshines all things
in his power, in his purity, and in the
love and mercy he has shown to all
men. These other things simply do
not come near to the worshipful atti-
tude we should have toward God.

2. Many simply do not recognize
the difference between the sacred
and the common, the holy and the
profane. Yes we can take certain acts
of worship into the world with us. We
can pray and even sing praises while
in prison. But let us never be guilty
of bringing the things of the world,
even the profound blessings that we
have, into the worship. Worshiping
the things of this world is idolatry. It
is worshiping the creature more than

TO WHOM ARE WE SINGING PRAISES?
Rusty Stark 
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the creator (Rom. 1:25).
3. Many have failed to recognize

that worship is not about what we
want. It is not up to us to decide
what we will do in worship. Many
have challenged the pattern concept
– the idea that God has given us a
pattern for worship. But not only do
we need a pattern to worship in
truth (John 4:24), denial of the pat-
tern makes worship totally subjec-
tive. If there is no pattern, then we
can do anything we want and call it
worship. Skydiving becomes worship
for some. Fishing becomes worship
for others. Where is the end of this
kind of madness? Those who deny
the existence of a pattern probably
do not want to go this far, but once
they break down the walls of the pat-
tern there is no stopping place to the
digression.

4. Many do not see the difference
between emotionalism and spiritual-
ity. If a thing stirs deep emotions –
i.e. a song about country, mom, or
about a little church (building) in a
valley by a wild wood – it is mistak-
en for a spiritual thing. This confu-
sion results in a never-ending search
for new things to do in worship
which will stir the emotions. This is
not spirituality, and it is not worship.
Can you imagine ancient Israelites
saying, “You know, killing an animal
just doesn’t do it for me any more.
Maybe we should find something
even more exciting.” But it was not
about exciting. It was not about emo-
tionalism. True worship does touch
emotions within us (gratitude, Phil.
4:6), conviction of sin (Acts 2:37),
etc., but it does not rely on or aim at
pure emotionalism.

WHAT TO DO

Let us mold our hearts by God’s
word. Let us lift up our voices and
make melody in our hearts “to the
Lord” (Eph. 5:19). Let us be satisfied
with the simple pattern of worship
he has authorized (Col. 3:17). Let us
learn to put Him first, in the very
heart and center of our worship, so
that we may learn to put Him first in
all aspects of our lives.

1495 E Empire Ave.
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

promising, blundering, erroneous,
defective and dereliction of duty. The
inspired Word declares, “Neither
give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:27).
No amount of chatter will let the lib-
erals rub that verse out of the Bible.
How could the F.H.U. authorities
give place to the devil? How would
anyone be able to give the devil a
place? How can people show disre-
spect, impudence, arrogance, con-
temptuousness, irreverence and
scorn toward the Word of God? I
would think the best way would be to
give the devil a nice, sweet invitation
to occupy a place.

When discussing false teachers
who use vain words, the apostle
wrote, “Be not ye therefore partakers
with them” (Eph. 5:7). The marginal
reading says, “Have nothing to do
with them.” How much sense does
one need to understand what the
apostle teaches? The announcement
has been sent out to regions all
around. Widows will be expected to
send their mites and congregations
will be pressured to send thirty
pieces of silver in order to help pro-
vide a PLACE for the devil.

A real problem which obtains
among so many is a very loose and
liberal attitude toward the Word of
God. The Bible still reads, “mark
them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned and avoid
them” (Rom. 16:17). Somebody is to
be avoided by somebody. People who
teach false doctrine are to be avoid-
ed. Does Phillip Morrison teach
error? I have no more respect for
those who cause divisions and teach
contrary doctrines than I have for
those who compromise the truth and
feign fellowship with them. The
Bible plainly declares, “And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove
them” (Eph. 5:11).

Brother Perry Cotham wrote, “I
think it is time our Christian colleges
stop giving encouragement to the lib-
erals by having any of them to speak
on their lectureships. I do not intend
to keep silent and let the Lord’s
church be turned into some kind of a
Pentecostal holiness denomination.
Are you?”

Brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
wrote, “Respecting history sustains
the assertion that every major
digression and departure culminat-
ing in apostasy has originated in the
schools.”

Brother E. R. Harper wrote,
“Why invite men who are known to
be and/or believed to be liberal and
by so doing cause such anxious hours
when there are scores of good men
who would bring no such criticisms,
especially when the men who bring
him know that the man is ‘under fire’
from good men who love the church
and the truth.”

Brother Hall Calhoun declared,
“Heretics are not at liberty to confis-
cate property which was given by
men who believed that the Bible is
the final authority in religion and
use this property contrary to the
known will of its donors.”

The person invited to Freed-
Hardeman in order to make a plea
for the use of instrumental music is
Phillip Morrison who is a member of
Rubel Shelly’s church and who
served as Executive Director of the
notorious Jubilee. That would be a
marvelous invitation for someone at
F.H.U. to present to Morrison. When
will they invite Sadam? How much
money will the University pay Morri-
son and Woodroof to present their
palaver? Which congregations will
send the money to F.H.U. to be used
to pay false teachers?

I will venture a guess that some
of the students who are straddling
the fence will swallow the Morrison
rot.

Philip Slate is a professor at the
ultra-liberal Harding Graduate
School which reeks with its own
brand of heretical teachings and
Connelly is a former teacher at the
apostate Lipscomb University.
Selecting those two men to negate
the use of mechanical instruments of
music would be similar to having
some Hollywood actress to speak on
chastity.

Brethren, do you think you
might be able to voice your thoughts
against this ridiculous and compro-
mising scenario at Freed-Hardeman
University? Edmond Burke said,
“The only way for the forces of evil to
succeed is for good men to do noth-
ing.”

705 Hillview Dr.
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

NNeeiitthheerr GGiivvee PPllaaccee……
(Continued from page 9)



14 Seek The Old Paths – February 2005

Many people’s concept of
Christianity includes some
mysterious work of the Holy

Spirit to change one’s life. The Bible
teaches the Spirit operates upon man
to create faith, convict of sin and con-
vert the soul. But the question is,
does the Holy Spirit operate directly
on man or does He work through the
word of God?

The Bible states that the “sword
of the Spirit” is the word of God (Eph.
6:17). This word is “quick, and pow-
erful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is
a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).
These two verses show that the Spir-
it does not operate directly upon
man, but through a means — the
agency of the word of God. It is much
like a man who went to cut down a
tree. Did the man himself cut down
the tree or did the saw he used cut
down the tree? Obviously, the man
did cut down the tree, but he used a
tool to do so, a saw.

Suppose the Holy Spirit did oper-
ate directly upon mankind apart
from the word of God. What would be

the results? God does not want any-
one to be lost (2 Peter 3:9). He is also
no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34).
Therefore, the Spirit would act uni-
formly on everyone. Since the Holy
Spirit is part of the Godhead, He is
all powerful. So it should be the case
that everyone would be saved. There
can be no other outcome when an
irresistible force operates directly
upon a very moveable object such as
man! But Jesus said, “Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). This
accounts for the fact that not every-
one will be saved though God is no
respecter of persons. Not everyone
chooses to do the will of God.

If the Spirit operated directly on
mankind apart from the word of God,
the New Testament would not be
needed to convert people from their
sinful lives. Conversion would
depend entirely on the work of the
Holy Spirit. If someone was not con-
verted, the blame would lie at the
feet of God. Who would dare charge
God with a failure to accomplish His
will? The truth was stated long ago:
“So shall my word be that goeth forth

out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall pros-
per in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa.
55:11). Preaching God’s word will
harden some and soften others. The
sun will melt wax but harden clay.
Different effects are the result of the
differing natures of the materials. So
it is with mankind. Some will choose
to believe and obey while others
choose not to believe and thus dis-
obey leading to their damnation.

If the Spirit operated directly,
why even bother preaching? Here is
a curious thing. Those who advocate
a direct operation of the Holy Spirit
preach it! Shouldn’t the Spirit have
revealed his message directly to each
person? Jesus told his apostles, “ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Without a
knowledge of God’s word, one cannot
have faith in Jesus Christ since faith
comes by hearing the word of God
(Rom. 10:17). The Bible nowhere
states that faith comes by some mys-
terious operation of the Holy Spirit.

1708 Wildwood Rd.
Bloomington, IL 61704

IF THE HOLY SPIRIT OPERATED DIRECTLY
ON MANKIND

Douglas Hoff 

The Lord’s church is the oonnee
that was established in A.D. 33
in Jerusalem on the day of Pen-

tecost. The Lord’s church is the oonnee
that Jesus built (Matt. 16:18) and
purchased with his own blood (Acts
20:28). The Lord’s church is the oonnee
body the apostle Paul recognized as
being valid (Eph. 4:4). There is only
oonnee body that the Savior has prom-
ised to save (Eph. 5:23). It is impera-
tive to understand that we are not
discussing what denominations were
established to do. Denominations
may do whatever their founder

desires them to do and please men,
but they will never please God. If the
church of our Lord is to be faithful, it
must only do the bidding of its
founder, Jesus Christ, and such will
never please most men.

TThhee LLoorrdd’’ss cchhuurrcchh wwaass nnoott
eessttaabblliisshheedd ttoo eexxiisstt iinnccooggnniittoo!! It
makes one want to gag to hear those
who profess to be members of the
Lord’s church avoid telling people
they are a member of the church of
Christ. These modern day dreamers
will tip-toe for miles on eggshells
before they will admit they are a

member of the church of Christ.
Upon being forced to make the
admission, they then apologize by
saying, “But we don’t believe we are
the only one’s going to heaven.” 

What is wrong with the name
church of Christ? Am I ashamed that
Christ built His church? Am I embar-
rassed that the church wears His glo-
rious name? Do I not want the
church to be connected with the Sav-
ior? Brethren, these questions
deserve an honest answer. Many
members need to begin thinking for
themselves and cease following the

THE LORD’S CHURCH WAS NOT ESTABLISHED TO... 
Marvin Weir 
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HOW SHALL THEY HEAR?
GOSPEL BROADCASTING NETWORK

“Preach the Gospel to every creature” is a charge current in every gen-
eration until the end of time. Admittedly, reaching every soul with
the message of salvation is challenging, when one considers the

world’s population of over six billion — a figure that could double by the year
2040! Coupled with the fact that about a hundred precious souls are dying
every minute, the problem the Lord’s people face in reaching a world rapidly
rushing into eternity is obvious. However, since God desires that all men be
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, we must believe He has given
His people the power and potential to solve the problem of reaching every soul
with the truth.

A large part of the solution as to how we may reach the masses with the
message of salvation is now in production: GGOOSSPPEELL BBRROOAADDCCAASSTTIINNGG
NNEETTWWOORRKK — a satellite network, broadcasting the truth, and nothing but the
truth, 24 hours a day, seven days a week — under the oversight of the Highland
Church of Christ in Dalton, Georgia, scheduled to go on the air no later than
January 1, 2006. 

The primary thrust of the network is: 1) to establish in viewers of all ages
a strong belief in the existence of God through a heavy concentration of Chris-
tian evidences, 2) to establish in viewers the conviction that God has revealed
Himself and His will to man through the Bible; and, 3) to encourage the prop-
er response to God’s Word — obedience to the plan of salvation and adherence
to the New Testament pattern of worship, work, and Christian living. 

In many places brethren are threatened by false teaching, and a satura-
tion of sound Bible teaching via GBN may help strengthen them to withstand
error and to stand for the truth. Also, there are areas where the church is prac-
tically nonexistent and brethren are striving to grow in the faith. Sound tele-
vision programming that may be viewed, possibly videotaped for later use,
may edify these Christians and assist in their evangelistic efforts. 

The members of the GBN management team, under the oversight of the
Highland elders, bring many years of collective experience to their responsi-
bilities. Barry Gilreath, Sr., is the Executive Director of GBN and serves as one
of the overseeing elders. Jim Dearman is the Program Director, and Don
Blackwell and Mike Hixson are National Field Representatives. Common to all
is a strong determination to air nothing on the new network but sound Bible
teaching and preaching. 

Members of the Lord’s church may contact GBN at:
P.O. Box 23604
Chattanooga, TN 37422
Phone: (423) 893-7807;
toll free: 1-866-525-GOSPEL
on the web: www.gbntv.org
E-mail: office@gbntv.org

liberal change-agents who would
place the church under a bushel (cf.
Matt. 5:13-16). Faithful soldiers of
the cross will boldly proclaim the
essentiality and eternal destiny of
the Lord’s church. We cannot keep
the church a secret and save the
souls of men!

TThhee LLoorrdd’’ss cchhuurrcchh wwaass nnoott
eessttaabblliisshheedd ttoo pprroovviiddee eenntteerrttaaiinn--
mmeenntt ffoorr iittss mmeemmbbeerrss!! One can
search the Bible from beginning to
end and never find one incident
where God has sought to entertain
His people. It can be proved, howev-
er, that God “would have all men to
be saved, and come to the knowledge
of the truth” (I Tim. 2:4). It is also
true that “the Son of man came to
seek and save that which was lost”
(Luke 19:10). We read that it was the
Lord’s desire “that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached
in his name unto all the nations,
beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke
24:47). When the early church was
persecuted and scattered, they did
not offer all types of entertainment
to attract people. They did, however,
go “about preaching the word. And
Philip went down to the city of
Samaria, and proclaimed unto them
the Christ” (Acts 8:4-5). The early
church realized that the Gospel was
the only “power of God unto salva-
tion,” and they were not ashamed to
proclaim it (Rom. 1:16). 

The early church did not seek to
attract people with eloquent drama-
tized skits laced with finger-nail bit-
ing excitement! Neither did the early
church have “youth ministers” to
entertain and baby-sit the young or a
“39’ers minister” to transport the
older saints to every play and flower
garden within driving distance. Did-
n’t they know that because of severe
persecution they would have to cater
to the wwaannttss of both young and old
in order to grow? The wisdom of man
says that the early church is des-
tined to fail. The result — the early
Christians who feared God and
unashamedly proclaimed the Gospel
grew by leaps and bounds (cf. Acts
2:41; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31).

TThhee LLoorrdd’’ss cchhuurrcchh wwaass nnoott
eessttaabblliisshheedd ttoo pprroovviiddee aa ssooootthh--
iinngg aannsswweerr ttoo mmaann’’ss ssiinnss!! The
majority of men want to live in sin,
enjoy the pleasures of the moment,
and be told that all is well with their
souls. Thus, alcoholics have a ddiiss--

eeaassee,, homosexuals have a ddeeffeeccttiivvee
ggeennee,, fornication is simply an aaffffaaiirr,,
lying is mmiissiinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, and sin is
tolerated as a mmiissttaakkee.. Brethren, we
can ill afford to pat members on the
back, accept their contribution, and
overlook sin! All sin is deadly (Rom.
6:23), and all must repent (give up) of
their sins or lose their souls. Even
though not “politically correct,”
Christians will teach sinners that

they must “repent or perish” (Luke
13:3).

May we keep in mind that the
Lord’s church was established to do
what no man-made institution can
do. Let us therefore not lose sight of
the glorious purpose and mission of
the Lord’s church. 

5810 Liberty Grove Rd.
Rowlett, TX 75089 
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“We want to thank you for sending
the paper and let you know that we
really appreciate it” ......MMiiddllaanndd
CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt,, MMiiddllaanndd,, MMII..
“It’s a great publication” ......JJuuddyy
RReeeeccee,, FFoorrtt WWaayynnee,, IINN.. “Will you
please send me your monthly publi-
cation of Seek The Old Paths. I know
I will enjoy it. I read and study my
Bible daily and I know it will be a

help to me. Thanks so much” ......LLiilllliiaann HHaalleeyy,, LLeewwiissbbuurrgg,, TTNN.. “Would
you please put me on your mailing list? I recently came across the March
issue. It’s the only issue I’ve seen, but I would like to read any and all
issues you will send me. Thanks very much” ......JJeerrrryy CChhiillddeerrss,, TTuucckk--
eerrmmaann,, AARR.. “Please remove Una Church of Christ from the mailing list”
......UUnnaa CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt,, NNaasshhvviillllee,, TTNN.. “I recently had the opportu-
nity to attend a northern Illinois/southern Wisconsin preachers lunch-
eon with several other area ministers for the Lord’s church. One of my
colleagues brought my attention to your publication. In short, I am
impressed. I would appreciate the opportunity to receive this quality
publication. Thank you and God bless you in your efforts” ......PPhhiilllliipp VVeerr--
mmiilllliioonn,, LLaakkee iinn tthhee HHiillllss,, IILL.. “We appreciate this wonderful bulletin”
......GGlleenn && CCaarrooll BBrraasswweellll,, VViilloonniittaa,, AARR.. “I very much enjoy them”
......JJooaannnn SSttuuttzzmmaann,, BBlloooommffiieelldd HHiillllss,, MMII.. “Thank you very much for
sending me all the issues of STOP. As a minister of the Gospel for some
fifty years, I share with you an ever growing alarm with the digression
from the truth of the Gospel as given to us in the Word of God. We are
tying our best to hold the line of truth here” ......AArrcchhiiee DDuuttyy,, MMeerrkkeell,,
TTXX.. “Thanks so much for your help spreading the good news. Thanks for
the 10 extra copies to hand out here. I have only got good responses from
people here. People here are starting to talk and ask questions about
what the Bible teaches on different subjects. May God bless you as you
continue your good work” ......RRooyy DDaahhllggrreenn,, PPiikkeevviillllee,, TTNN.. “Thanks so
much for your stand for the Truth. In Christian love” ......TToommmmyy CCooppee,,
SSiieerrrraa VViissttaa,, AAZZ.. “I recently read your publication and enjoyed it very
much. I would like for you to send me a copy to my home” ......EEuuggeennee
TToodddd,, MMuurrffrreeeessbboorroo,, TTNN.. “It is such a joy to be receiving the Seek The
Old Paths magazine that everyone I talk to about it wants a subscrip-
tion” ......CChhaarrlleess JJoohhnnssoonn,, GGaarrddeennaa,, CCAA.. “We enjoy your paper. Here is
a few dollars to help out. Thanks a lot” ......TT.. WW.. && MMaarryy MMeerreeddiitthh,, CCoolldd--
wwaatteerr,, MMSS.. “We of the Powell Grove congregation appreciate your true
to God’s word publication. Some here have been long time readers of
your publication and others are new readers. We thank you for the
copies that you send to us and are placing them in the hands of those
who will be profited with your excellent work. We are enclosing a con-
tribution to help defray some of your expenses” ......LLllooyydd GGaallee,, PPoowweellll
GGrroovvee CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt,, LLeebbaannoonn,, TTNN.. “I have just finished reading
STOP for the year 2002. I picked these up at a local congregation. I was
greatly impressed with the wealth of information about that which is
transpiring in the Lord’s church. I would like to have my name added to
your mailing list” ......JJiimmmmyy CCaannuupp,, GGaallaaxx,, VVAA.. “Thank you for contin-
uing to send STOP even though my husband Frankie passed away a few
months ago” ......JJaanniiccee BBooyynnttoonn,, DDuunnllaapp,, TTNN.. [NOTE: You are in our
prayers. We extend sympathy to you on your loss]. “Enjoy STOP. Please
keep it coming” ......BBoobbbbyy JJ.. LL.. FFooxx,, AAuurroorraa,, CCOO.. “We appreciate your
good articles. Keep up the good work. Your articles are informative and
in accordance with the Word. May God richly bless you” ......PPhhiill && DDiiaannee
CCaarrppeenntteerr,, BBuurrttoonn,, MMII.. “Please remove me from your mailing list.
Thank you” ......RRoossss MMiittcchheellll,, FFoorrtt WWaallttoonn BBeeaacchh,, FFLL.. “Such a fine
paper, just wanted to send a little extra to help” ......FFrraannkkiiee && JJiimm BBaaii--
lleeyy,, MMiiddddlleettoonn,, TTNN.. “I hope the work goes well there at East End con-
gregation. I enjoy getting your magazine, as do many in our congrega-
tion. Keep up the good work and may the Lord bless you and your fam-
ily and the congregation there” ......BBeenn PPoorrtteerr,, DDaavviissoonn,, MMII.. “Thank
you so much for your help spreading God’s true word” ......RRooyy DDaahhllggrreenn,,
PPiikkeevviillllee,, TTNN.. “We are looking forward to receiving this publication”
......MMiicchhaaeell && JJeeaanniiee LLaauuzzoonn,, OOkkeeeecchhoobbeeee,, FFLL.. “Refused. Please
don’t send anymore” ......MMiicchhaaeell && PPaattssyy BBllaacckk,, VVaallddoossttaa,, GGAA.. “This
paper has helped me in my personal study. It helps me to be aware about
liberalism and other innovations. It helped me in countering the practice
about ‘competitions’ and ‘presentation’ using spiritual songs (like choirs
and choruses). It has helped me in my teaching work. Thank you very
much” ......TTiittoo PPeerraallttaa,, PPhhiilliippppiinneess.. “I absolutely appreciate your pub-
lication. I am a preacher working with a church of Christ I established.
It has a membership of 15. May the Lord continue to keep, bless and use
you to his glory and excellence. Greet the saints. Pray for us” ......IIggnnaa--
ttiioouuss MMaabbiikkoo,, ZZiimmbbaabbwwee,, AAffrriiccaa.. “I look forward to every one of your

papers. You have such good articles” ......MMaarrtthhaa HHiillll,, LLoonngg VViieeww,, TTXX..
“We appreciate STOP and would like to start distributing it to our mem-
bers. We would like a bundle each month” ......EEvveerreetttt HHooddggeess,, CCeennttrraall
cchhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt,, DDeenniissoonn,, TTXX.. “I appreciate STOP very much”
......RRiicckk KKeelllleeyy,, PPrreessttoonnssbbuurrgg,, KKYY.. “Please add me to your mailing list.
I have just been reading one of your papers that I received through the
Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies and have greatly enjoyed it!
I also checked out your web address (www.seektheoldpaths.com) and
want to say ‘thank you’ for so much valuable information that you have
made available. God bless” ......WWiilllliiaamm DDaavviiss,, CCaannttoonnmmeenntt,, FFLL.. “Your
paper is wonderful” ......RRuutthh GGaarrrroouuttttee,, PPoonnccaa CCiittyy,, OOKK.. “Please
remove me from your mailing list” ......CClliiffffoorrdd GGlleennnn,, WWaavveerrllyy,, TTNN..
“Thank you. Hope all is going well for you. Please continue the great
work that you and the STOP staff are doing. In Christian Service”
......JJaammiiee BBeelllleerr,, MMaarrkkeedd TTrreeee,, AARR.. “Greetings in the sweet name of
our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ. I am preaching the Gospel here. Thank
you very much for the sending magazine. Today I was received it, I am
very happy to have tis booklets. I hope tis will be very much useful to me
and to the church here. Please pray for the church brother. Thanking in
Christ” ......SS.. DDhhaannaannjjaayyaa,, SSuulllluurrppeett IInnddiiaa.. “Thank you very much for
the best publication on Bible truth I have ever read. It is needed so much
in our society today” ......DDoorrootthhyy CChhiissmm,, PPlluummeerrvviillllee,, AARR.. “Greetings
from the church that meets in Allenhurst, Georgia. We have been receiv-
ing your sound publication for some years. It continues to be one of the
best publications in the brotherhood. We have encouraged sister congre-
gations in south Georgia to take advantage of this fine publication. We
ask that you continue to send the publication to us on a monthly basis.
Please accept the enclosed check and use it in whatever way you deem
best for the publishing and distribution of this good work. May God con-
tinue to bless you in your good efforts” ......BBoobb MMiilllleerr,, CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt,,
AAlllleennhhuurrsstt,, GGAA..

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East End
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is mailed
FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publication can
be found in Jude 3; II Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1; II Peter 1:12.
All mail received may be published unless otherwise noted. Articles
are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson
http://www.seektheoldpaths.org
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