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THE WINTERFEST CORPORATION

Jim E. Waldron

The Winterfest Group ... is a commercial corporation
that is in business to sell compromise in the form of religion to our young people.

he Winterfest Group, as they
I call themselves, has its head-
quarters at 14301 Middleberry
Rd., Edmond, OK 73013. During the
early winter of the new year they
will sponsor two “Winterfests” — one
at Arlington, TX (January 19-21) and
one at Gatlinburg, TN (February 16-
18). Just a few clicks of your mouse
on their website (www.winter-
fest.org) will enable you to see that
denominational music groups and
false teachers from within the
church are being used to desensitize
our youth against instruments of
music in Christian worship and
other compromises with denomina-
tionalism.

One of the groups that is fea-
tured in Arlington is called, The Pha-
langes. This is a percussion band
that uses “junk” to pour out a reli-
gious beat. As one admirer wrote,
“Their instruments and sets may be
discarded junk to some but in their
hands these pieces of wood, metal
and plastic can sing” (Sarah Vangier,
St. Louis Post Dispatch). Another
quote on their internet site is from
one Greg Dolezal: “...it’s great to see
someone taking the stage in the
name of Jesus.” In their “History”
they write, “Our first performances
were in our respective churches.”
Another quote, “some kids in my
youth group...were totally turned on
to Christianity because...they saw
you play.” Beloved, is this what you
want your son or daughter to learn
— that it is okay to use denomina-

tional “percussion bands” to play
religious music to convert young peo-
ple? Convert them to what? Some
will say, “Oh, it wasn’t a worship
service.” Then what is the purpose of
calling on God and the name of Jesus
in such band productions? Are such
just vain uses of the names of the
Father and the Son? Is not such use
in violation of Exodus 20:7?

Jeff Walling of the Providence
Road church in Charlotte, NC is on
the program at both locations. This
brother has for years been trying to
convince our young people that
instruments in Christian worship
are just “a matter of opinion...a gray
area.” This he did during a panel dis-
cussion at the young people’s meet-
ing at the Andover Road Church of
Christ in Andover, KS in 1981 (See
Bulletin Briefs, May 1998, PO Box
123, Dunlap, TN 37327). He has con-
tinued to advocate such through the
years. See Goebel Music’s Behold the
Pattern, 5114 Montclair, Colleyville,
TX. In January, 1999, brother Jon
Gary Williams of LaVergne, TN
(near Nashville) documented how
Walling had spoken at the 1998
Jubilee and “belittled the Lord’s
church. Often having the audience in
laughter.” Williams continued, “He
had a woman give a public testimony
which turned into a sermon — in
clear violation of 1 Corinthians 14:34
and 1 Timothy 2:12-15. He cleverly
promoted the direct operation of the
Holy Spirit” (See Bulletin Briefs,
January 1999).

Other speakers on the Winter-
fest programs include Jimmy Sites
(who preached for the Madison, TN
church until last month), Patrick
Mead, Jerome Williams and Greg
Anderson, who preaches for the
Western Hills Church near
Nashville and is one of the officers of
the Winterfest Corporation. When I
wrote last January that Winterfest
was a “money making operation” one
of the officers asked me why I had
written that. I replied, “because you
charge for the sideshows” (they call
them concerts). That officer replied,
“we charge for everything.” And they
do, as I learned from their website. It
costs $18 for the general registra-
tion. Thirty-two dollars pays for reg-
istration, the concerts and a T-shirt.
So if 1000 attend, the corporation
has $32,000 to provide for itself and
costs. The guests provide their own
lodging and food.

The Winterfest Group is not the
church or any part of the church. It
is a commercial corporation that is
in business to sell compromise in the
form of religion to our young people.
Elders who have youth ministers
who want to take their young people
to such should remember that the
church’s overseers have the obliga-
tion to stop the mouths of those who
“subvert whole households teaching
things which they ought not for the
sake of dishonest gain” (Titus 1:11).

PO. Box 123
Dunlap, TN 37327
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OF FELLOWSHIP

Roger D. Campbell

(44 erefore to him that thin-
keth he standeth take
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor.

10:12). This and other similar warn-
ings in the Bible plainly show it is
possible for a child of God to fall from
grace. Just what action should the
church take when one of its members
becomes unfaithful? As noted in the
December issue: 1) The church must
first be certain that a person is truly
living in sin before taking steps to try
to restore him/her. 2) The church
must maintain a proper attitude
toward those who have fallen, and
through it all, it must determine to
give its greatest efforts to bring them
back to Christ.

The third step is that someone
needs to go to this brother, express
concern and love for his soul, and
show him from the Scriptures in
what way his life is not in accordance
with the will of the Lord. While show-
ing him his error, it may be necessary
to teach him more perfectly the way
of the Lord (Acts 18:26). Sometimes
Christians make mistakes out of
ignorance, but if they have a good
and honest heart (Luke 8:15) they
will receive the truth about their sin
if we show it to them from the word
of God.

If a member of the church who is
living in sin does not seem prepared
to receive the truth, then it is appro-
priate to point out to them the conse-
quences of continuing to live in sin
without repentance. “For the wages of
sin is death...” (Rom. 6:23). Along
with this, we should exhort them to
repent, as Jesus did the church in
Ephesus: “Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works; or else I will
come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent” (Rev. 2:5).
This verse has a warning in it. Jesus
plainly pointed out what would hap-
pen if they did not repent. Sometimes

strong warnings can be very helpful:
“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn
them that are unruly..” (1 Thess.
5:14).

Depending on the circumstances,
if our brother in sin has still not
shown he is ready to repent, we need
to rebuke him. Jesus said, “If thy
brother trespass against thee, rebuke
him, and if he repent, forgive him”
(Luke 17:3). We realize Jesus is talk-
ing about a specific case in which
there is a personal problem or con-
flict between two of His disciples, but
the principle would apply when any
brother is living in sin. What did
Jesus say? “Rebuke him.” Paul
charged Timothy, “Them that sin
rebuke before all, that others also may
fear” (1 Tim. 5:20).

Let us add this word of caution. If
it is necessary to rebuke a brother or
sister in Christ, we must make sure
we do so with the right motive. We
should not rebuke others with the
idea that we are better than they are.
The proper motivation for rebuking
those in sin is found in Titus 1:12,13:
“..rebuke them sharply, that they
may be sound in the faith” — that
they might repent and live pleasing
to God.

It is sad for a child of God to
leave the safety of Christ’s flock.
However, it is equally tragic when
the other sheep (Christians) see that
one has fallen away, but they do not
do anything to restore him! We thank
God there are many Christians who
work diligently in an effort to help
restore those who have left the truth.
But even when we do all we can,
there are times our fallen brothers
and sisters refuse to repent. If we
have visited such brethren, have
expressed our love and concern for
them, have taught them what their
mistake is, have exhorted them,
warned them, rebuked them, and
plainly shown them the eternal con-
sequences if they do not repent and

return to their first love, then is there
anything else we can or must do?

We would surely want to pray for
them, not that God would forgive
them before they truly repent, but
that they might have a change of
heart and return to their loving Sav-
ior. After warning and rebuking
them, just how long should we wait
before taking further action? The
Bible does not give a specific answer,
so it is a matter of wisdom as to what
the elders (leaders) of the church
might think best in a specific case.
However, from the Lord’s example we
see that there should be a period of
time in which those in sin have an
opportunity to repent. Speaking of
Jezebel, Christ said, “And I gave her
space to repent of her fornication; and
she repented not” (Rev. 2:21).

When all of the church’s efforts to
restore an erring member have not
succeeded in bringing about repen-
tance, then the church must with-
draw its fellowship from him. The
Lord commands us to do this (1 Cor.
5). When Paul wrote about a brother
in the church at Corinth who was a
fornicator, he charged the other
members to deliver this brother unto
Satan (5:4). He told them to have no
company with this brother (5:9), not
to eat with him (5:11), and to put him
away from among them (5:13). This
fornicator was still a member of the
church and still a brother in Christ,
however since he had become an
unfaithful brother, the church could
not support him in his sin by contin-
uing to fellowship him.

In 2 Thessalonians 3:6 we read,
“Now we command you, brethren, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye withdraw yourselves from
every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he
received of us.” The Lord commands
us to withdraw from those members
of the church who walk disorderly,
that is, who do not live according to
the teaching of Jesus Christ. In vers-
es 14-15 it is written: “And if any
man obey not our word by this epistle,
note that man, and have no company
with him, that he may be ashamed.
Yet count him not as an enemy, but
admonish him as a brother.” Some do
not agree with what the Holy Spirit
commanded in these verses or think
that withdrawing fellowship is either
out-of-date or too drastic. However,
Scripture still says, “withdraw your-
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selves from every brother that
walketh disorderly.” Love demands
obedience. “For this is the love of God,
that we keep his commandments; and
his commandments are not grievous”
(1 John 5:3). Brothren, if we love God
and the souls of fallen saints, then we
will obey what God commands us to
do and withdraw from them if they
refuse to repent. We admit that it is
not pleasant to cease having fellow-
ship with those whom we love with
all of our heart, but if that is what
the Lord tells us to do, then we must
do it, and we must do it willingly.

From whom should a congrega-
tion withdraw its fellowship? From
all who do not walk in harmony with
the teachings of Christ and refuse to
repent (2 Thess. 3:6,14). This
includes those who are lazy and do
not work but is not limited to them
(3:10-12). The church is to have no
fellowship with its members who are
fornicators, covetous, extortioners,
idolaters, railers, or drunkards (1
Cor. 5:10,11). The church is to have
no fellowship with those brethren
who do not abide in the doctrine of
Christ. “Whosoever transgresseth,
and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son. If there come
any unto you, and bring not this doc-
trine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed. For he
that biddeth him God speed is par-
taker of his evil deeds” (2 John 9-11).
The church is to have no fellowship
with those who are heretics or who
cause division in the body of Christ
(Titus 3:10,11). If a child of God does
not obey the inspired teaching of the
New Testament, then the church is
obligated to “note that man and have
no company with him” (2 Thess.
3:14). This is not some man’s person-
al opinion, it is simply what the Bible
commands.

Why should the church withdraw
from those members who have fallen
away?

1) To please the Lord. He com-
manded us to do it (2 Thess. 3:6,14).
So, if we want to please Him, then we
must obey Him in this matter.

2) To try to save their souls.
That is our motivation: “.. that the
spirit may be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:5). Paul also
said we are to withdraw from erring
members so that they may be

ashamed (2 Thess. 3:14). Hopefully,
their shame will lead them to repen-
tance unto the salvation of their
souls (2 Cor. 7:10).

3) To keep the church pure.
When a person has a terrible disease
in his foot which could spread to the
rest of the body and eventually cause
death, it is sometimes necessary to
remove the foot with the desire of
saving the person’s life. So it is in the
church. It is necessary to remove an
evil influence that is dangerous to
the spiritual health of the church. In
the case of the brother in Corinth
who was a fornicator, Paul wrote,
“Know ye not that a little leaven leav-
eneth the whole lump? Purge out
therefore the old leaven, that ye may
be a new lump, as ye are unleav-
ened...” (1 Cor. 5:6,7).

4) To show the world the
church will not tolerate sin in its
midst. The church must have and
maintain a good moral reputation in
the community. It will lose this if the
world sees that the church allows sin
to continue in the lives of its mem-
bers without the church taking
action to discipline those who are
walking disorderly.

5) To serve as a warning to
other Christians. Members are
warned that unfaithful living is not
acceptable! When the Lord killed
Ananias and Sapphira for lieing we
read, “And great fear came upon all
the church, and upon as many as
heard these things” (Acts 5:11). With-
drawing from unfaithful saints caus-
es other Christians to seriously
examine themselves (2 Cor. 13:5).

If the elders (or brothers in the
absence of elders) of the congregation
of which I am a member decide the
church must withdraw from certain
members who have left the faith,
then it is the responsibility of me and
every other brother and sister to sup-
port that decision! We support that
decision by not defending or encour-
aging them in their sin and by keep-
ing no company with them that
would cause them to think that we in
any way condone their lifestyle (1
Cor. 5:9-11). Those brothers and sis-
ters who continue to have fellowship
with those from whom the church
has withdrawn are themselves sin-
ning and need to repent or otherwise,
they are subjects of withdrawal also.

4865 Bates Pike SE
Cleveland, TN 37323
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DENOMINATIONS
AND APOSTATE CHURCHES

Steve Miller

We have a unique fellowship. Only those who have obeyed the Gospel plan of salvation
(as revealed in the New Testament), who are worshiping God in “spirit and in truth”
who abide in the “Doctrine of Christ,” and who have a “thus saith the Lord” for every

practice and belief, can enjoy this fellowship together.

hristians who strive to walk in
‘ the light by obeying God’s will

and staying faithful to it are in
a class by themselves. Christian fel-
lowship is limited to those who abide
in the doctrine of Christ.

Hear the apostle John, “Whosoev-
er transgresseth, and abideth not in
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son” (2 John 9). The doctrine of
Christ is the boundary line, or cir-
cumference, within which our fellow-
ship is with God and Christ. He who
abides within this circle enjoys fel-
lowship. He that transgresseth and
goes beyond the teaching of Christ
does not have that fellowship. Verses
10 and 11 reveal what should happen
when false teachers come along. “If
there come any unto you, and bring
not this doctrine, receive him not into
your house, neither bid him God
speed: For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”
Truth and false doctrine have no fel-
lowship with each other.

The doctrine of Christ includes
ALL the teaching of Jesus Christ.
The teaching of Christ is the body of
truth, the whole New Testament. The
“gospel of Christ” (Rom. 1:16), “the
faith once for all delivered unto the
saints” (Jude 3), the word of the cross
(1 Cor. 1:18), “the truth” (John 8:32),
and “the faithful word” (Titus 1:9) are
just a few of the terms that reveal the
teaching of Christ. The doctrine of
Christ is the whole Christian system
— all its facts, warnings, commands,
and promises.

The New Testament church is
the only body that is truly IN the doc-
trine of Christ. The body is unique
because it is the only one that Jesus
built (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:4). The
body of Christ, church of Christ, can
have no fellowship with those who

are in error and promoting false doc-
trine.

DENOMINATIONS

The New Testament Christian
can have no fellowship with the
denominations. Paul writes to the
churches of Galatia, “I marvel that ye
are so soon removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel: Which is not
another, but there be some that trou-
ble you, and would pervert the gospel
of Christ. But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be
accursed” (Gal. 1:68). The apostle
reveals these Christians were being
misled by false teachers who were
teaching they needed to go back to
the law of Moses to be justified. Paul
says they perverted the Gospel of
Christ. Anyone who “adds to” or
“takes from” the Gospel of Christ is a
perverter of the Gospel and will be
damned for doing so.

The denominations preach,
teach, and live a perverted Gospel.
They are against the teachings of
Jesus Christ and against the teach-
ing of the apostles given by inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit. “Now I beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment” (1
Cor. 1:10). Denominationalism is con-
trary to Christianity. We can have no
fellowship with the denominations
because: 1) they exist without divine
authority, 2) we are to have no fel-
lowship with those who are not in the
doctrine of Christ (2 John 9-11), 3)
they are against the prayer of Jesus
(John 17), all the teaching of God’s

Word, and 4) they are corrupt in
teaching, including worship, work,
organization, name, plan of salva-
tion, and lifestyle.

We can only have fellowship with
those who are in the body of Christ.
The church of Christ was planned by
God and established and paid for by
his Son Jesus Christ (Dan. 2:44; Isa.
2:2; Acts 2). Our fellowship is limited
to those in the body of Christ because
they are the only ones who are saved.
The Lord adds one to his church
when he obeys the Gospel plan of sal-
vation as taught in the New Testa-
ment (Rom. 10:17; Luke 13:3; Acts
8:37; 2:47; Gal. 3:27). Men and
women attain Christian fellowship
with one another when each one of
them attains fellowship with God.
“That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may
have fellowship with us: and truly
our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John
1:3). What did the apostles see and
hear? The Gospel of Christ! It should
be clear that no child of God can
scripturally extend Christian fellow-
ship to anyone who has not been bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins.

The apostle Paul warned against
sects, parties and divisions which
equal denominations. In the midst of
the works of the flesh in Galatians 5,
Paul lists “..fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmi-
ties, strife, jealousies, wraths, fac-
tions, divisions, parties, envyings,
drunkenness, revellings, and such
like...” (5:19-21, ASV). He reveals that
those who practice such “shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.”

Christians can have no fellow-
ship with the denominations because
the denominations do not abide, nor
do they preach the whole truth of the
Gospel of Christ. Brother F. D. Sryg-
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ley has written that “no denomina-
tion embodies all religious truth, nor
is any denomination without some
truth mixed with a considerable
quantity of error” (The New Testa-
ment Church, McQuiddy Printing
Company, 1910. p.37). The truth,
which is the word of God, has no fel-
lowship or association with error.
Brother Srygley summarizes why the
body of Christ has limited fellowship.
“The same process which makes a
man a Christian constitutes him a
member of the church. Those who are
not members of the church are out of
Christ, for the reason that the church
is the body of Christ (Col. 1:18,24;
Eph. 1:22-23).

...No one can be a child of God
without belonging to the household
or family of God, which is the church.

...A child does not have to join the
family; it is born into the family. Just
so a man does not have to join the
church; he is born into the church.
‘Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God’ (John 3:5)” (p.53-54).

We are not to have any associa-
tion with the denominations which
are man-made and sinful. “..Christ
also loved the church, and gave him-
self for it...That he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without
blemish” (Eph. 5:25,28).

APOSTATE CONGREGATIONS

The Bible declares that children
of God, Christians, can have fellow-
ship with each other. The apostle
John revealed, “That which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with
us; and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ” (1 John 1:3). We learn from
this passage that: 1) John and the
apostles were declaring what they
received from the Holy Spirit, 2) they
were revealing it to Christians, 3)
they had fellowship with people of
the “one faith” and 4) our fellowship
is with God the Father and Christ
the Son.

We are heirs to eternal salvation
together through Jesus Christ. “The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God:
And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so

be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together” (Rom.
8:16-17). We have a unique fellow-
ship. Only those who have obeyed the
Gospel plan of salvation (as revealed
in the New Testament), who are wor-
shiping God in “spirit and in truth,”
who abide in the “Doctrine of Christ,”
and who have a “thus saith the Lord”
for every practice and belief, can
enjoy this fellowship together.

These people, known as Chris-
tians, saints, members, make up the
church of Christ. Only the saved are
part of this body and only those who
are members of this body will be
saved. Christians make up individual
congregations who are governed sep-
arately. The Bible provides examples
of congregations fellowshipping each
other in various good works (1 Cor.
16:3; 2 Cor. 8; 9; 3 John 5). Since con-
gregations can fellowship each other
in good works, by implication, a con-
gregation can withdraw fellowship
from a congregation that is out of line
with the doctrine of Christ. This
must be accomplished with a loving
spirit for the congregation that is
departing. The reason for withdrawal
is to warn and admonish the sister
congregation to come back to the doc-
trine of Christ.

What if a local church of Christ
went into apostasy? For example: a
congregation introduces a choir to
their worship assembly or merges
with a denomination such as the
Christian Church. Would other
churches of Christ have need to pub-
licly disassociate themselves from
such a congregation? Yes! The faith-
ful churches of Christ should make
an effort to help the apostate congre-
gation back to the path of truth. If
this fails, then, the faithful church
should make it known to the commu-
nity that even though both congrega-
tions have the name “church of
Christ” on their sign, they are not the
same!

Does God disfellowship individ-
ual churches of Christ? Yes! Revela-
tion 2 and 3 threaten such action if
repentance was not forthcoming. To
the church at Ephesus: “Remember
therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent” (Rev. 2:5).
The basic teaching of the seven let-
ters to the churches was, if repen-

tance were not forthcoming, their
lampstand would be removed. This
represented that God would sever
His affiliation with them and they
would no longer be considered a
faithful church of Christ. God gave
them a chance to straighten up, we
should do likewise and encourage a
church that is on the road to aposta-
sy, to come back to the truth.

Though each congregation is
autonomous and independent by
divine design, every Christian and
local church is a part of the universal
body of Christ. We have a common
bond as brothers and sisters in
Christ. What we do as a local church
affects and reflects upon every other
church of Christ. It does make a dif-
ference what our neighbor is teach-
ing and practicing. I have had elders
tell me that it didn’t matter that a
local church of Christ had a choir.
They revealed to me that we should
not worry about what other congre-
gations are doing. That attitude
shows a lack of concern for the souls
of those involved. Choirs, instrumen-
tal music, and everything else that is
not authorized by Christ, is sinful in
the worship of God!

Brethren, let us not overlook 2
John 11 concerning fellowship with
apostates. “For he that biddeth him
God speed is partaker of his evil
deeds.”” When a local congregation
has gone off into apostasy, we can
have no fellowship with them.
Romans 16:17 also gives us authority
to mark those who have departed
from the faith. “Now I beseech you
brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offenses contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them.” One who causes division
must be marked, whoever he is or
wherever he is located. “Them” might
be fifty or five hundred persons who
may be marked. If not, why not?

Christian fellowship is limited to
only those who are in Christ and
walking in the light. Our study has
shown us that we cannot, with God’s
approval, fellowship the denomina-
tions, apostate congregations, false
teachers, or the immoral. The Lord
limits fellowship, should we do any
less than our Lord and Savior? Let us
enjoy true Christian fellowship and
practice discipline in separating from
those in darkness.

316 4th St.
Paintsville, KY 41240
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TRUTH

IS NOT FOR SALE

Marvin L. Weir

The Bible purposely avoids the political correctness that the majority
now craves and endorses, and reveals the absolute truth that so many
spurn and hate. Although truth is not for sale, most folks will sell
truth in a heartbeat when it comes to family, friends or self.

e live in a society that has a
growing disdain for truth.
Those who are graduates of

the school of worldly wisdom, pride
themselves in practicing the art of
deception. From the president of the
United States to the teenage stu-
dent one has come to expect a dis-
honest answer.

The Bible, God’s word of truth,
has been ridiculed and ignored ever
since the Holy Spirit revealed it. For
decades modern man has been an
advocate of the theory of evolution.
It matters not that science cannot
prove the theory! Neither does it
matter to most that God’s word says,
“In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.” In fact,
worldly wisdom will seek to con-
vince folks that neither God nor the
Bible is to be taken too seriously.

Who or what do we take seri-
ously? Should we accept as absolute
truth that which is spoken by a
judge or president that is motivated
and driven by the “politically cor-
rect” agenda? Can we rely upon the
newspapers and the tabloids to
present absolute truth? The
answers to the above questions are
more than obvious to all who are not
blinded by their love for the world
(cf. 1 John 2:15-17).

The Bible declares that God’s
word “is truth” (John 17:17, emph.
MLW) and that “the truth of Jeho-
vah endureth forever” (Psa. 117:2).
Surely one who is honest and noble
would never declare that we cannot
know the meaning of “is”. Solomon,
speaking by inspiration, said, “Buy
the truth, and sell it not; Yea, wis-
dom, and instruction, and under-
standing” (Prov. 23:23).

The Bible purposely avoids the
political correctness that the major-
ity now craves and endorses, and
reveals the absolute truth that so
many spurn and hate. Although
truth is not for sale, most folks will
sell truth in a heartbeat when it
comes to family, friends or self. Peo-
ple need to begin doing some serious
thinking and wean themselves from
being “spoon fed” by those who covet
their unprovable theories and per-
sonal agendas.

The selling of religious truth has
been popular in every dispensation
— Patriarchal, Mosaical, and Christ-
ian. God told Adam and Eve if they
ate or touched the fruit of the tree in
the midst of the garden they would
die (Gen. 3:3). The couple chose,
however, to sell truth and believe
Satan’s lie that they would not die
from touching and eating the forbid-
den fruit (Gen. 3:4). Nadab and
Abihu knew the type of fire required
by God in making sacrifices, but
chose instead to offer “strange fire
before Jehovah” (Lev. 10:1). They
sold truth in offering what was not
commanded and it cost them their
lives. Ananias and Sapphira chose to
sell truth and lie to the apostle Peter
regarding the amount of the trans-
action. A high price was again paid
for the selling of truth as it cost Ana-
nias and Sapphira their lives (Acts
5:1ff).

Today there are many congrega-
tions of the Lord’s people who are in
the process of selling the truth. As
truth is being sold, multitudes of
members sit silently, thereby giving
their consent. But why is truth for
sale? It is because the liberal
change-agents know that truth

must be sold (discarded) before they
can implement man-made innova-
tions and denominational practices.
You see, even the liberals know that
God’s truth will expose their
scheme to restructure the church.
Thus, truth must be sold before
they can accomplish their devilish
goal.

There is an article being circu-
lated among some churches of
Christ in the Dallas-Forth Worth,
Texas area entitled “Behold the Pat-
tern” that seeks to compare a man-
made dress pattern to God’s pattern
for the church. Brethren, design
and intent keep such a comparison
from being valid. A dress pattern is
designed to be adapted to satisfy
certain needs. God’s singular pat-
tern for His church was not intend-
ed to be adapted to accommodate
man’s whims and wishes.

The article further suggests that
Jesus and not the New Testament
church is our pattern. Is not Christ
the head of the church, which is his
body (Eph. 1:22-23)? Are we to
understand there is a pattern for
the head but not for the body?
Efforts have been made for years to
sever Christ from the church but
such cannot be done. The results of a
“patternless” body is a “have it my
way” religion. Such is the goal of
those who are anxious to sell the
truth. But truth is not for sale!

5810 Liberty Grove Rd.
Rowlett, TX 75030
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PENTECOSTALISM

IN WINESKINS

Victor M. Eskew

How long? Just how long will it be
until brethren wake up to the real meaning of the teachings
of the false brethren who are among us?
And, how long will it be until elderships and preachers
make a bold stand against the heresy that is being proclaimed?

The most recent issue of Wine-
skins (Volume Five, Number
One), edited by Mike Cope
and Rubel Shelly, fully supports the
doctrines of Pentecostalism with
regard to Holy Spirit baptism. The
evidence is found in an article writ-
ten by Edward Fudge entitled,
“Immersion in the Holy Spirit.”

Mr. Fudge begins the article with
this brief paragraph: “Almost 2,000
years ago, Jesus Christ made atone-
ment for sin and ascended to heaven
to be exalted at God’s right hand.
Based on Jesus’ accomplishments,
God began to pour out the Holy Spir-
it on Jesus’ followers on earth. This
gift, promised by God through the
ancient prophets and again through
Jesus, was nothing other than
immersion in the very Presence and
power of God and of his exalted
Christ. Careful Bible study reveals
the same blessing is available to
every believer in Jesus today who
will seek, ask, and knock” (p.12).

Throughout the article, Mr.
Fudge sets forth the same arguments
of the Pentecostals with regard to
Holy Spirit baptism. His effort is to
convince his readers that all believ-
ers can experience and have the
same powerful, overwhelming, won-
derproducing manifestations of Holy
Spirit baptism as those of the first
century. He writes: “Pentecost
marked the beginning — not the end
— of the time when God would pour
out his Spirit on all flesh. No New
Testament writer suggests that the
immersion of the Holy Spirit or any
of its manifestations were temporary,
or that they were intended to end
with some period or event now
ancient to us” (p.14).

On page 13, Mr. Fudge reveals to
us just how far he (and Wineskins) is
willing to go with the effects of Holy
Spirit baptism. He states: “The Book
of Acts also reports great diversity in
the effects of immersion in the Holy
Spirit. Luke mentions at least a
dozen different manifestations of
that experience:

e  Wind and fire (2:2-3).

e Spiritual praise in language nat-
urally unknown to the speaker
(2:4-8; 10:46; 19:6). Even at Pen-
tecost, those who speak in other
tongues are ‘declaring the won-
ders of God,” not preaching the
gospel as such (2:4,11 NIV). Sim-
ilarly, the Cornelius household
was ‘exalting God’ (10:46).

Signs and wonders (2:43; 6:8).

The house was shaken (4:31).

A vision of heaven and of the

ascended Lord Jesus (7:55).

e An overwhelming sense of awe
(2:43).

e An extraordinary spirit of shar-
ing and generosity (2:44-46;
4:32).

Gladness and joy (2:46; 13:52).

A praise-filled life (2:47).

Bold proclamation about Jesus

as Savior and Lord (2:14ff; 4:8-

12; 5:31-32; 6:8-10).

e  Wonderful Cleansing of the soul
(15:9).

e Prophesying, or supernaturally
delivering a message from God
(2:17-18; 19:6).

After listing the various manifes-
tations, the writer makes the follow-
ing conclusions: “This scriptural
diversity makes two things clear.
First, that when someone is
immersed in the Holy Spirit, we may
expect any of these manifestations,

or any others which may please God
who is sovereign and who gives the
Spirit. Second, that we must not
require any particular manifestation
on any given occasion, or judge the
experience to be inauthentic solely by
the absence of any particular biblical
effect.”

Dear reader, Mr. Fudge’s mes-
sage is clear, plain, and explicit. He
believes that all believers receive the
baptism of the Holy Spirit today. This
baptism, he asserts, empowers them
for service. It can involve numerous
manifestations of the Spirit. Some of
these could be miraculous, that is,
supernatural in nature. One might
even be able to heal the sick and
raise the dead just as they did in the
first century.

How long? Just how long will it
be until brethren wake up to the real
meaning of the teachings of the false
brethren who are among us? And,
how long will it be until elderships
and preachers make a bold stand
against the heresy that is being pro-
claimed? Wake up brethren! Wine-
skins, its editors, writers, and sup-
porters are leading us into the depths
of Pentecostalism. Mark, and avoid
them as the inspired Paul demanded
(Rom. 16:17-18).

400 Cherry Street
Paragould, AR 72450

The 2000 bound volume will
soon be ready for shipment.
1997, 1998, 1999 are still avail-
able. They are $5 each, postage
paid. Order from: Old Paths
Publishing, PO Box 97, Net-
tleton, MS 38858
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“Keep up the good work with
S.T.O.P. and may God continue to
make you to prosper in His king-
dom!” ...Carlos Patterson, Sny-
der, TX. “I am a regular reader of
Seek the Old Paths since the last
three years back and working as a
preacher of Imphal Church of
Christ in Imphal. Your publication
S.T.O.P. was a great blessing for me
to read and to learn of your great work for truth. We are the one who
stand here to oppose liberalism and various false doctrines within and
outside the church. We gain much about the New Testament teaching
and biblical doctrine through your publication. May God bless you and
pour his richest blessings upon your ministry” ..Ngulkhopao
Thomte, Imphal, Manipur, India. “We are so grateful for your con-
tinued efforts in contending for the faith. May God bless you all in this
work” ...Arkansas City, KS. “I just wanted to let you know that I
really appreciate the S.T.0.P. paper and also recommend it to others.
I wonder how many Christians that read the paper will agree with the
lead article on politics (Sept/2000)? I also wonder how many will even
consider abortion when they start to cast their vote in November”
..Bobby Crowell, Amory, MS. “Greetings from the Mississippi
Delta. I hope all is well with you and the Lord’s church there. Recent-
ly, I came across your bulletin Seek the Old Paths, and was impressed
with the articles and information in it. I try to gather as much infor-
mation as possible about the events going on in the brotherhood. Also,
I am interested in the topics of concern that are addressed each week
by the church in different areas” ...Gary Henderson, Rolling Fork,
MS. “I am so thankful there are still faithful teachers of God’s Word.
I've just finished reading EVERY word in STOP, Vol. 11, No. 9, Sep-
tember 2000. The small donation is for the printer” ...Alice Smith,
Crossville, TN. “It would be really difficult to over state the impor-
tance of the work you all are doing. The STOP papers are always
excellent but this Sept. issue is over and above in its timeliness”
...Lucille Krantz, Ashland City, TN. “Please add me to your mail-
ing list. I have seen copies of S.T.0.P. and believe it to be as sound as
is being printed today” ...W. L. Campbell, Canton, TX. “We’d like to
commend all of you for the service you are providing for our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. We find it quite comforting to know that there are
other Christians that still practice what the Bible teaches and noth-
ing more. We have recently moved to a town that used to have a con-
gregation that believed in what Romans 16:16 clearly states, “...the
churches of Christ salute you.” However, they have changed their
identity to “The 4th & Center Church.’ What a shame to be ‘ashamed’
of the only person who has the power to save all of us from our sins.
We hope that they will one day wake up and realize their mistake and
correct it so that Revelation 22:19 won’t apply to them anymore. We'd
like to request to be included on your mailing list for S.7.0.P. Your
informative newsletter has helped us to recognize the naivete with
some of the churches of Christ in our world today. Thank you for help-
ing us to also ‘seek the old paths”...Darin & Lori Slack, Oakley, KS.
“I cannot tell you how this one source has helped me to strengthen
and to grow. Through these papers, I have begun to seriously study my
Bible, the way God intends us as Christians to study” ...Name With-
held per request. “For some reason I have not been receiving my
copies of STOP. I miss them. It’s such a good, sound paper — so few
now! Please put me back on your mailing list, and if possible, send me
the Sept. issue! I would appreciate it” ..Bea Stelmach, Saint
Clairsville, OH. “Could you please send me 25 copies of STOP, Vol.
11, No. 9, September 2000. The article “The “Politics” of Christianity”
is very timely and needs to be read by some of my friends before the
election. Thank you and keep up the good work” ..Peggy Gattis,
Mulberry, TN. “Seek the Old Paths is good Christian reading. I would
like to be on your mailing list. After I read them I will pass them on
to others. This movement that’s trying hard to destroy the Lord’s
church is becoming bad in Michigan. Many people (members) are not
even attending worship anymore. Pray for all of us to be strong”
...Bobbi Williams, Westland, MI. “Once again we truly appreciate
your efforts on His behalf. You are a true source of inspiration to those
of us who are fighting the good fight out here in the ‘wilderness”
...Martin Bedford, Tucson, AZ. “Thank you for your good work” ...J.
W. Robbins, Reeds Springs, MO. “I love the truth, which you guys
really stand up for and I love the way you fight against error. Thank
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you brethren” ...Joe Dawson, Hawthorne, CA. “Your publication,
Seek the Old Paths, is great. Keep up the good work. Thank you and
God bless your efforts and the brotherhood who needs such publica-
tions dearly” ...Gary Anderson, Wasco, CA. “Just finished reading a
copy of your publication Seek the Old Paths. 1 appreciate elders and
preachers who are not afraid to stand for the truth. Keep up the good
work. Would like to receive this publication also” ...Louis Fugua,
Lafayette, TN. “I would like for you to send us copies of the Old Paths
each month” ...G. L. McBride, Summertown, TN. “I would like to
receive your monthly publication of Seek the Old Paths. I find the arti-
cles very interesting and educational” ...Allan Jamail, Houston, TX.
“I saw the ad in the Seibles Road bulletin and would like for my name
to be added to your mailing list for Seek the Old Paths. I am sure I will
benefit from reading your publication” ...Wayne Girod, Vancleave,
MS. “Thank you for the work you do in publishing Seek the Old Paths.
The articles are always scriptural in content and well presented. I
pray that many more brethren will take a deeper interest in reading
such sound material” ...David Williams, Milan, TN. “I thank God
everyday for you, and your strong stand for truth. You “fore-warn” me
of all the “new” things happening to the church in other areas, which
helps me to identify problems before they take over here” ..Name
withheld, IN. “Thank you very much. Seek the Old Paths is some-
thing everyone needs” Delores Renfro, Thackerville, OK. “I would
like to be added to the mailing list of Seek the Old Paths. We enjoy
reading this little paper. Someone left it at the church of Christ where
we go” ...Marvin McCathern, Binger, OK. “I have just finished the
October, 2000 copy of your fine publication. It was truly inspired.
Please enter my name on your subscription roles” ...C. Dennis Sens-
ing, Sr., Corydon, IN. “I enjoy your paper very much. Keep up the
good work” ...Jewell Howard, Michie, TN. The date of the next
STOP lectureship is July 22-26, 2001 — Traditions Of Men.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East Corinth
Church of Christ - and is under the oversight of its elders. It is mailed
FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publication can
be found in Jude 3; Il Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1; Il Peter 1:12.
All mail received may be published unless otherwise noted. Articles
are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson / Associate Editor: Jimmy Bates

http://www.tsixroads.com/~ecorinth
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