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IS THERE SALVATION OUTSIDE
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST?

Matt Carver

The question posed in our title
has been the source of many a
conflict among those espousing

to be Christians. Furthermore, the
teaching of the New Testament on
this theme has led many to make the
wild and disdainful charge, “You
think that your group is the only one
that is going to be saved.” In the past,
members of the Lord’s body had no
difficulty accepting and propagating
the Bible position on this subject.
Rather, the opposition was originated
by those outside that marvelous spir-
itual body. However, in more recent
times, members of the churches of
Christ have begun to wane on this
topic, following a similar line of rea-
soning as those within the denomi-
national realm, namely, that the
churches of Christ are simply one
small religious fellowship amongst
all other religious fellowships that,
as a whole, comprise the spiritual
body of Christ, the church. In this
manner, many of those within the
church have come to accept the idea
that the church of Christ is a
non-essential entity and that “one
church is as good as another,” imply-
ing the tired and misguided maxim
that “we are all headed to the same
place but only taking different paths
to get there.” However, if we are to be
God’s people and practice and uphold
that which is revealed in His holy
word, we must take all that the Bible
teaches on a given subject with an
obedient heart of faith, “nothing

doubting” (James 1:6). So it is with
these thoughts that we briefly exam-
ine the nature of the church of Christ
and the implications of spiritual life
without it.

First, Jesus Christ is said to be
the “savior of the body” (Eph. 5:23).
That the body has reference to the
church, there is no doubt whatsoever
for Paul writes, “and he put all things
in subjection under his feet, and gave
him to be head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the full-
ness of him that filleth all in all”
(Eph. 1:22-23). Again he writes, “And
he is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things he
might have the pre-eminence” (Col.
1:18). Hence, if Christ is “savior of the
body,” and the church is the body, it
necessarily follows that He is savior
of the church. No other body, whether
described within the New Testament
or without, is said to be the benefici-
ary of Christ’s salvation other than
the church.

Second, the church described in
the oracles of God is said to belong to
Christ. The most quoted passage
along this line is found within the
context of Matthew 16, during which
our Lord questions the disciples
regarding whom people believe him
to be. He receives several answers, to
which He then pointedly asks, “But
whom say ye that I am” (Matt.
16:15)? Peter replies with that
immortal confession, “Thou art the

Christ, the Son of the living God”
(Matt. 16:16). With reference to
Peter’s response, the Lord declares,
“...upon this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).
We therefore understand that the
church was to be built by Christ our
Lord and that it would belong to
Him.

Third, we find that not only was
the church to be built and estab-
lished by Christ Himself, but that He
also was the purchaser of it. Paul, in
bidding farewell to the Ephesian eld-
ers, gave this instruction, “Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood” (Acts
20:28). We find this theme echoed
elsewhere in the sacred writings. In
condemning fornication amongst the
Corinthian church, Paul writes:
“What? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost [which
is] in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). He
reminds them: “Ye are bought with a
price; be not ye the servants of men”
(1 Cor. 7:23). John says: “...Thou art
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WHAT DO WE DO?

If a Christian can’t be lost, what do
we do with the passages that tell
us of those who actually fell away

and were lost? Not only do we have
multiplied warnings against falling
away, but we have example after
example of some who did fall away.

Acts 1:25, “That he may take
part of this ministry and apostleship,
from which Judas by transgression
fell, that he might go to his own
place.”

Judas Iscariot fell. He was cho-
sen by our Lord to be one of the
twelve apostles. He lived and lis-
tened to Jesus for three years. But
this verse says he FELL. Do we
expect to see him in heaven some
day? I don’t think so.

Acts 5:1-10 tells us about Ana-
nias and Sapphira. “But a certain
man named Ananias, with Sapphira
his wife, sold a possession, And kept
back part of the price, his wife also
being privy to it, and brought a cer-
tain part, and laid it at the apostles’
feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to
the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part
of the price of the land? Whiles it
remained, was it not thine own? and
after it was sold, was it not in thine
own power? why hast thou conceived
this thing in thine heart? thou hast
not lied unto men, but unto God. And
Ananias hear ing these words fell
down, and gave up the ghost: and
great fear came on all them that
heard these things. And the young
men arose, wound him up, and car-
ried him out, and buried him. And it
was about the space of three hours
after, when his wife, not knowing
what was done, came in. And Peter
answered unto her, Tell me whether ye
sold the land for so much? And she
said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter
said unto her, How is it that ye have
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of
the Lord? behold, the feet of them

which have buried thy husband are
at the door, and shall carry thee out.
Then fell she down straightway at his
feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the
young men came in, and found her
dead, and, carrying her forth, buried
her by her husband.”

Here was a Christian couple who
conspired together to lie about their
giving. They were punished with
immediate death. They fell away
from the Lord. The punishment
brought upon them caused great fear
to come upon the whole church. It is
a grievous error to lie to God. Lying
brings eternal destruction to one’s
soul (Rev. 21:8).

Acts 8:18-24, “And when Simon
saw that through laying on of the
apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was
given, he offered them money, Saying,
Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever I lay hands, he may
receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said
unto him, Thy money perish with
thee, because thou hast thought that
the gift of God may be purchased with
money. Thou hast neither part nor lot
in this matter: for thy heart is not
right in the sight of God. Repent
therefore of this thy wickedness, and
pray God, if perhaps the thought of
thine heart may be forgiven thee. For
I perceive that thou art in the gall of
bitterness, and in the bond of iniqui-
ty. Then answered Simon, and said,
Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none
of these things which ye have spoken
come upon me.”

Simon had become a Christian at
Samaria (Acts 8:12-13). Not long
afterwards, he fell back into the lusts
of his old trade. Peter told him his
heart was not right in the sight of
God and that he needed to repent of
his wicked ness. Fortunately, he did so
and was forgiven. But, what if he had
not repented? The point is, his heart
would have continued not being right
in the sight of God and he would
have been lost.

2 Timothy 4:10, “For Demas

hath forsaken me, having loved this
present world, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia,
Titus unto Dalmatia.”

Demas, a traveling companion of
Paul, abandoned him because he
loved this present evil world. Does
that sound like he was still going to
be saved? No, he chose to be lost.

1 Timothy 1:19-20, “Holding
faith, and a good con science; which
some having put away concerning
faith have made shipwreck: Of
whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander;
whom I have delivered unto Satan,
that they may learn not to blas-
pheme.”

Hymenaeus and Alexander were
Christians who had become unfaith-
ful. They had “put away” the faith.
Their departure from faithfulness to
the Lord is described as a “ship-
wreck.” They were lost. How could it
possibly be under stood otherwise?

1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which
while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sor-
rows.” Notice the word “from.” They
had erred “from” the faith. If one
can’t be lost, then he can’t err from it.
Yet some had actually done so. Verse
21 says the same thing. “Which some
professing have erred concerning
the faith....”

2 Timothy 2:18, “Who concern-
ing the truth have erred, saying
that the resurrection is past already;
and overthrow the faith of some.”
Should we suppose that to err from
the truth and have your faith over-
thrown doesn’t actually mean you
will be lost? Even a child can under-
stand this verse. Therefore, James
1:16 warns, “Do not err, my beloved
brethren.”

CONCLUSION

If a Christian can’t turn away
from the Lord and be lost, then how
can it be said that those who have
escaped “...the pollutions of the world
through the know ledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled therein, and over-
come, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginn ing. For it
had been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness,
than, after they have known it, to turn
from the holy com mand ment deliv-
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ered unto them. But it is happened
unto them according to the true
proverb, The dog is turned to his own
vomit again; and the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire”
(2 Peter 2:20-22).

If we can’t fall away and be lost,
then we don’t have to pray for the
Lord to lead us not into temptation
(Matt. 6:13). We don’t have to “watch
and pray” (Matt. 26:41). We don’t
have to “put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil” (Eph.
6:11). We don’t have to worry about
Satan taking advantage of us and
don’t have to worry about being igno-
rant of his devices (II Cor. 2:11).

If we can’t fall away and be lost,
we don’t have to worry about being
beguiled by Satan through his sub-
tilty and our minds being corrupted
from the simplicity that is in Christ
(II Cor. 11:3). We don’t have to worry
about Satan transforming himself
into an angel of light (II Cor. 11:14).
We don’t have to worry about not giv-
ing place to the devil (Eph. 4:27). We
don’t have to worry about being
tempted of the tempter and our labor
being in vain (I Thess. 3:5). We don’t
have to worry about the snare of the
devil or being taken captive by him
at his will (II Tim. 2:26).

If Christians can’t fall away and
be lost, we don’t have to be concerned
about the great dragon, that old ser-
pent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world
(Rev. 12:9). 

FRIEND, you had better be con-
cerned. Heed the warn ings of God in
His Word. Don’t follow the examples
of those who fell away. Don’t listen to
the devil when he says you can’t fall
away. Instead, believe Jesus who
says, “he that endureth to the end
shall be saved” (Matt. 10:22).

To begin your walk with the
Lord, you must: believe in Jesus
(John 8:24), repent of your sins
(Acts 2:38; 17:30), confess faith in
Jesus (Rom. 8:37) and be baptized
into water for the forgiveness of your
sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter
3:21). One must then live faithful
unto Christ the rest of their life. Only
if we're faithful unto death will we
receive the crown of life that fadeth
not away (Rev. 2:10)

Part 4 of 4
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THERE’S A 
BETTER WAY
TO SAY IT
Roger D. Campbell

It’s so easy to slip into the habit of
saying things like folks around us
say them. It is not necessarily bad

to imitate the words and expressions
of others. It depends on what they
say. Most of us learned to talk from
our parents and others that were
close to us. We may even catch our-
selves saying some of those old
phrases that sounded “so corny”
when our parents used to say them. 

In our religious terminology we
are also sometimes influenced by
those around us. In our discussion of
spiritual affairs we need to try and
speak with clarity, as well as speak-
ing according to the oracles of God (1
Peter 4:11). There are some inappro-
priate phrases or expressions that
we might use from time to time. I am
convinced that we use them with
genuine sincerity and innocence, per-
haps without even considering what
we are saying, but really there are
better ways to say what we are try-
ing to express. For example, in refer-
ence to a deceased family member
that was also a member of the Lord’s
church, one might say, “She was
church of Christ.” We understand
completely the intent of the speaker,
however it would be better to say,
“She was a member of the church of
Christ” (1 Cor. 12:20).

Another common expression is,
“He’s a church of Christ preacher.”
Once again, we understand what is
being said, but we suggest that it
would be better to speak of one as “a
Gospel preacher,” or to state that he
preaches for the church. In a similar
matter, while some have the habit of
saying, “The church of Christ teach-
es,” it would be better to say, “The
Bible teaches” (2 Tim. 3:16,17). Mem-

bers of the church, being human
beings, might say any number of
things, some of which would be right,
while some would be wrong. If what
we teach is the Bible’s message, and
it is, then let’s tell folks that we
accept what the Bible says, and so
that is what we teach. But, it is not
“church of Christ doctrine,” rather it
is “the doctrine of Christ” (2 John 9).

The point we are trying to drive
home is this: in our speech, let’s not
denominationalize the church. To
say, “It is church of Christ _____,” or
“He is church of Christ” makes the
church sound like a denomination,
which it is not. Let’s strive to use the
expression “church of Christ” or
“church of God” in the manner that
these terms are used in the New Tes-
tament.

When speaking about the church
of our Lord in contrast to the denom-
inations, we ought not say, “Other
denominations do such and such, but
the church of Christ....” The key word
to avoid here is “other.” We should
leave off the word “other,” and just
say “denominations...” and it will be
correct. You see, if we are contrasting
Jesus’ body with man-made denomi-
nations, then for us to say “other
denominations” makes it sound like
we are saying that the church of
Christ is also a denomination, i.e.,
such speech makes the church sound
like “one of the denominations.”
Jesus did not build a denomination
(Matt. 16:18), did not purchase a
denomination (Acts 20:28), and is not
the head of a denomination (Eph.
5:23). Let’s be sure that we do not say
anything that would cause others to
think that we consider the church to
be just one of the many denomina-
tions that exists - it IS NOT!

God being my witness, I have
not written one word of this article
with any specific individual(s) in
mind. The examples that I used are
things that for nearly twenty-five
years I have heard brothers and sis-
ters say. Fact is, I used to use some
of the same language myself.
Regardless of who uses the expres-
sions that we have noted, for each
statement we’ve considered there’s
a better way to say it.

120 Will Lewis Dr. SE
Cleveland, TN 37323



84 Seek The Old Paths – November 2009

worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain,
and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation” (Rev.
5:9). Peter writes that we have been
redeemed “with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot” (1 Peter 1:19).
Thus we understand that the church
of Christ was purchased by His
blood. However, these texts plainly
teach that those who had been saved,

bought, and redeemed had become
such by His blood. Hence, unless one
affirms the absurd proposition that
Christ reserved a portion of His blood
to save those outside His church and
kept back yet another portion of His
blood to save those within His
church, it necessarily follows that
those who have been purchased,
bought, or redeemed by His blood are
those within the church which He
built and established.

Finally, we note that reconcilia-
tion unto God is obtained in the one
body which is the church of Christ.
Paul affirms, “For he is our peace,
who hath made both one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of par-

tition [between us]; Having abolished
in his flesh the enmity, [even] the law
of commandments [contained] in
ordinances; for to make in himself of
twain one new man, [so] making
peace; And that he might reconcile
both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity there-
by” (Eph 2:14-16). Paul teaches that
reconciliation unto God, for both Jew
and Gentile alike, is found in the one
body through the accomplishments of
Christ on the cross. Reconciliation is
simply the restoration to favor that
which was formerly lost, such as a
union or friendship after estrange-
ment. Estrangement from God takes
place when sin comes between man
and Creator: “but your iniquities
have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will not hear”
(Isa. 59:2). Thus, reconciliation to
God implies the removal of that thing
which caused the initial separation,
namely, sin. But what does this
describe other than salvation itself?
Hence, Paul speaks of the “ministry
of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18), which
is but the ministry of the Gospel, and
the “word of reconciliation” (2 Cor.
5:19), which is but the word of the
Gospel. So it is that we find reconcil-
iation unto God located in the body,
which is the church of Christ.

Can one be saved outside the
church of Christ? If so, one can be
saved without being reconciled unto
God, for reconciliation takes place in
the body of Christ, the church of
Christ (Eph. 2:16). If salvation can be
found outside of the spiritual
body/church of Christ, one can be
saved without being purchased or
bought by the blood of Christ (Acts
20:28; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; Rev. 5:9). If one
can be saved without the church of
Christ, they can do so without that
institution which Christ came to
establish and build (Matt. 16:18).
Finally, if salvation can be obtained
outside the church of Christ, one can
be saved without Christ as their sav-
ior, for He is savior of the body which
is his church (Eph. 5:23; 1:22-23).

Can it honestly and sincerely be
stated that these are non-essential
matters? If not, let us resolve to be
“the body of Christ, and members in
particular” (1 Cor. 12:27).

118 Apple Drive
Auburn, KY 42206

WHAT IS “BINDING”
AND “LOOSING”?

While Jesus was on earth, He began delivering a new law, the New
Testament (Luke 16:16; Heb. 8:7). How ever, He only gave a part of
it and chose the twelve apostles to deliver the rest. To the apostles

he said, “what so ever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven and
what soever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 16:19).
This is simply stating that the apostles would deliver the LORD’S WILL in
their teach ing, preaching and writing. It does not at all indicate they had
the freedom to bind (make laws) and loose (cancel laws) on earth and the
Lord would then bind and loose those same laws in heaven. Even Jesus
himself did not have that power! He did not speak of his own will, He
taught only the things the Father had commanded Him (John 12:49). The
Holy Spirit also spake only what He was given from the Father to speak
(John 16:13; 14:26). They did not speak of their own will; nor did the apos-
tles speak of their own will. They spake what the Father in heaven had
given them to speak.

What does it mean that the apostles would “bind” and “loose?” When
inspired men delivered the sacred Scriptures, they did not give their own
interpretation or opinion; rather, “Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21). Paul said, “which things also
we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13). “...When ye received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God” (2 Thess. 2:13). They spake the words (the com -
mands) of the Father in heaven, and they did so by the inspira tion of the
Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

What the apostles “bound” on earth “had already been bound” in heav-
en and what they “loosed” on earth “had already been loosed” in heaven.
The Greek text bears this out plainly. The apostles and other inspired writ-
ers were teaching those things that had already been determined and set-
tled in heaven as the Holy Spirit guided them! “For ever, O Lord, Thy word
is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89).

No man or group of men living today can give further revelation claiming
to be from God. Inspiration has ceased (1 Cor. 13:8-10; 2 Peter 1:3; Jude 3)!

—Editor, Garland M. Robinson

Salvation Outside the
Church of Christ?…
(Continued from page 81)
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CHALLENGES
FACING THE

CHURCH TODAY
THE CHALLENGE OF PURITY

“For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, Teach-

ing us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present
world; looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that
he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works” (Titus
2:11-14).

“Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). “See-
ing ye have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren,
see that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently” (1 Peter 1:22).
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God” (Rom. 12:1-2).

THE CHALLENGE OF SELF-CONTROL

“For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps: Who did no
sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth: Who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when he suffered,
he threatened not; but committed
[himself] to him that judgeth right-
eously” (1 Peter 2:21-23).

“Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the
hearers. And grieve not the holy Spir-
it of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption. Let all bitter-
ness, and wrath, and anger, and

clamour, and evil speaking, be put
away from you, with all malice: And
be ye kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiv-
en you” (Eph. 4:29-32).

“Recompense to no man evil for
evil. Provide things honest in the
sight of all men. If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably
with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but [rather] give
place unto wrath: for it is written,
Vengeance [is] mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord. Therefore if thine
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst,
give him drink: for in so doing thou
shalt heap coals of fire on his head.
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good” (Rom. 12:17-21).

THE CHALLENGE OF FAITHFULNESS

“Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1
Cor. 15:58). “Fear none of those
things which thou shalt suffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of
you into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten
days: be thou faithful unto death, and
I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev.
2:10). “For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith” (1 John 5:4).
“Brethren, I count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 3:13-14). “Therefore I endure
all things for the elect’s sakes, that
they may also obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory” (2 Tim. 2:10).

THE CHALLENGE OF SPIRITUAL
GROWTH

“But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both
now and for ever. Amen” (2 Peter
3:18). “But sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that

is in you with meekness and fear” (1
Peter 3:15). “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim.
2:15).

“For this cause we also, since the
day we heard it, do not cease to pray
for you, and to desire that ye might
be filled with the knowledge of his
will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding; That ye might walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God;
Strengthened with all might, accord-
ing to his glorious power, unto all
patience and longsuffering with joy-
fulness” (Col. 1:9-11).

Gary McDade
1804 Skyline Dr.

Chattanooga, TN 37421
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God spoke to Abraham, saying,
“...Take now thy son, thine only
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and

get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt offering
upon one of the mountains which I will

tell thee of” (Gen. 22:2).
In this chapter we see an out-

standing example of Abraham’s great
faith in God. We also see that Bible
faith is always faith in action. There is
no such thing as “faith only” in the Old

or New Testaments! Let us learn (from
the sacrifice Abraham was willing to
make) some great lessons regarding
acceptable faith.

Abraham did not reason with
self or consult others to try and
avoid the command of God.There is
no evidence that Abraham stayed
awake all night fretting over what God
had told him to do. The Scriptures
declare, “And Abraham rose early in the
morning, and saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him, and
Isaac his son. And he clave the wood for
the burnt offering, and rose up, and
went unto the place of which God had
told him” (Gen. 22:3). Isaac is the son of
promise (Gen. 17:19), and now God
demands that Abraham offer him as a
sacrifice. Human wisdom would reason
that God has Himself in a bind and
needs human help to extricate Himself
from His problem. God does not need
human assistance to carry out His
divine plan. He needs Abraham to
trust and obey.

Abraham did not rationalize and
try to justify offering something to God
other than Isaac. He did not check with
his friends and relatives to see what
they thought about the matter. Abra-
ham took God at His word, trusted in
Him to know best, and “went unto the
place of which God had told him.” It
would be wonderful if people who
desired to be religious today would imi-
tate Abraham’s great faith. There
would be no more arguing over which
church to attend. No one would declare
that one church is as good as another.
People would never say, “Give me
Christ but not the church.”

Faith like Abraham’s faith would
produce no division in religious doc-
trine as all would be of the same mind
and judgment (1 Cor. 1:10). All people
would attend the Lord’s church that He
promised to build (Matt. 16:18) and
that wears His name (Rom. 16:16). All
people would believe that there is only
“one body” and “one faith” because
God’s Word says that such is true (Eph.
4:4-5). Everyone would agree that the
head (Christ) cannot be separated from
the body (the church), and that the
church is His body (Eph. 1:22-23).

If faith like Abraham’s existed, lib-
eral members of the body of Christ who
desire to change almost everything
about the Lord’s church would all agree
that “whosoever goeth onward and
abideth not in the teaching of Christ,
hath not God...” (2 John 9). All mem-

LESSONS FROM ABRAHAM’S
SACRIFICE OF ISAAC

Marvin L. Weir

DO YOU THANK GOD
AT MEAL TIME?

Douglas Hoff

Jesus often used common activities
like eating a meal to teach the will of
God. On one occasion he noticed how

guests chose the best seats for themselves
at a feast. This led to the parable found in
Luke 14:7-11 warning against the sin of
pride. In modern times, meals have also
provided the setting for teaching disciples
the Gospel.

A well known preacher once related
an incident that involved a group of
Christians at a restaurant. As soon as the
food was placed before them some of the
brethren began eating without even paus-
ing a second to offer thanks for the food.
The preacher remarked that such behav-
ior was appropriate for brute beasts
because they do not know any better.
However, for one made in the image of
God, it is the height of ingratitude not to
thank the giver of every good and perfect
gift.

God blesses mankind with food to eat
and enjoy. As Solomon said, it is the gift of
God (Eccl. 3:13). Since He created man
with a physical body, he certainly knows
man needs nourishment to sustain life.
He has promised to give man what is nec-
essary (Matt. 6:31,32). Is it possible some
forget God’s steady provision is a gift?
Man ought to remember a few basic facts
on this matter.

First, God owns everything. As Cre-
ator of everything, it all belongs to Him.
Long ago the inspired penman Asaph
declared, “The mighty God, even the
LORD, hath spoken... every beast of the
forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thou-
sand hills. I know all the fowls of the
mountains: and the wild beasts of the field

are mine” (Psalm 50:1,10,11). Remember
what is written in Nehemiah 9:6, “Thou,
even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with
all their host, the earth, and all things
that are therein, the seas, and all that is
therein.” On God’s behalf, Asaph makes
another interesting point when he says,
“If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for
the world is mine, and the fulness thereof”
(Psalm 50:12).

Second, God is willing to share with
man what rightfully belongs to Him.
However, He wants us to give thanks.
Paul gave the general command in 1
Thessalonians 5:18, “In every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you.” The apostle taught
the Corinthian brethren to give thanks
for their food. He showed that they could
eat meat sold in the market even if it had
been offered to an idol since “the earth is
the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof” (1 Cor.
10:26). Paul’s point was that God had cre-
ated the food to be eaten and so it could
lawfully be used for that purpose. Notice
though the gratitude Paul expressed for
what many consider to be their
birthright: “For if I by grace be a partaker,
why am I evil spoken of for that for which
I give thanks” (1 Cor. 10:30)? This great
man of faith considered it only natural to
thank his Lord for the grace bestowed. He
also told the Corinthians to follow his
actions. Paul later told his son in the faith
that food is sanctified by the word of God
and prayer (1 Tim. 4:4,5; 6:17). Timothy
was to teach this principle to the brethren
at Ephesus.

Third, Christians should imitate
Paul’s example to the degree he followed
Christ. Did Jesus ever give thanks at
meal times? Certainly he did (Matt.
15:35). What about you? Do you thank
God with at least a silent prayer?

24735 Huron River Dr.
Rockwood, MI 48173
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In the last book of the Bible, mention
is made of Antipas, a faithful child
of God and martyr for his unwaver-

ing faith and loving devotion. At first
glance, his brief mention might seem
impersonal and unrevealing. Yet he
has been immortalized in God’s Holy
Book. The simple mention of his name
has lived through the centuries as a
reminder of those who (like him,
though unseen and unknown by man)
have walked the way of duty and had
their names written in the Lamb’s book
of life. 

Even though very few words are
used to describe Antipas, they present
a meaningful message for all Chris-
tians as they strive to live a life of
servitude and devotion for the great
and mighty Jehovah. So, what might
we learn (and apply to our lives) about
the character of Antipas from this
short, but pertinent passage?

It should be evident that Antipas
believed in God, His Son and in the
Christian religion. He did not simply
believe something about Christianity
— he lived the religion of Christ with a
faith so great and sure, that he died for
it.

Antipas also put the kingdom of
God first. This should be a lasting les-
son for those today who profess to be

followers of Christ. We should continu-
ally set our minds on the fact that faith
in God and His promises must be held
high above everything else. The whole
tenor of our lives and our path to sal-
vation is shaped by the things we put
first.

A careful consideration of Antipas
will reveal that he loved not the world;
otherwise, the Saviour would not have
described him as He did. In setting our
course to a heavenly hereafter, we must
never lose sight of this Christian char-
acteristic, set forth as a command in 1
John 2:15: “Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.”

Antipas was a soul winner. This is
the duty of every Christian. As a loving
mother would never keep life-saving
medicine from her children, we must
never be found guilty of withholding
the remedy for curing sin-sick souls.
We must never fail to teach and preach
God’s saving Word from those who so
desperately need it.

It may also be said of Antipas that
he never missed a Lord’s Day worship.
He would not have been considered a
“faithful martyr” had he done so.
Hebrews 10:25-27 says, “Not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together,

as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as
ye see the day approaching. For if we
sin wilfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries.”

Christ praised the faithful in Perg-
amos by stating that they were holding
fast his name and had not denied the
faith (Rev. 2:13). Antipas was among
the number at Pergamos. Every con-
gregation is sorely in need of such men
today. Very few have manifested any
greater faith than that exhibited by
Antipas.

“Antipas was my faithful martyr,
who was slain among you, where Satan
dwelleth.” Here is a divine recognition
of his service unknown to man. But in
the world beyond, every Antipas will
hear his name read aloud and know
that his humble service was not forgot-
ten. And, so it will be for all faithful fol-
lowers in reward for their service while
walking with the Master...possibly
unseen by men, but lovingly recognized
by our Heavenly Father.

1410 E Olive Rd.
Pensacola, FL 32514

“ANTIPAS...MY FAITHFUL MARTYR”
Alan Caudle

“...and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, 
even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you,

where Satan dwelleth.” (Rev. 2:13)

bers of the Lord’s church would agree
that to please God one “must worship
in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). This
would do away with gimmicks, enter-
tainment, drama, recreation, seminars,
and the social gospel being substituted
for scriptural worship.

The faith of Abraham did not
crumble under the crushing
weight of such a demand. Some peo-
ple, when put to the test, declare that it
is not humanly possible to faithfully
endure such trial that has come their
way. They reason that God expects
more of them than they can give. The
Scriptures tell us, however, that God
will not allow man to be tempted (test-
ed) beyond that which he can bear (1
Cor. 1:13). He who does not have the

faith to renounce “all that he hath” can-
not be the Lord’s disciple (Luke 14:33).
If we are to save our souls, nothing
can stand in the way of our full obedi-
ence to God.

Abraham’s faith enabled him to be
prompt in obeying God’s command. He
did not postpone what he knew was the
right thing for him to do. He “rose early
in the morning” and “went unto the
place of which God had told him” (Gen.
22:3). God wants people to remember
Him in their youth (Eccl. 12:1).
Deathbed repentance is not authorized
in the Scriptures. Today is the day of
salvation, not tomorrow (2 Cor. 6:2).

Abraham prepared to worship
God. He carried with him the “wood”
that was necessary for the “burnt offer-

ing” (Gen. 22:2-3). True worship does
not occur accidentally. We must plan
and prepare if our worship is to be
accepted by God. Haphazard worship
will not suffice! Abraham was deter-
mined to please God. For whatever
reason, he left his “young men” behind
(Gen. 22:5). Perhaps he thought they
might hinder him from carrying out
God’s command. Abraham’s faith
enabled him to be determined to wor-
ship God — whatever God required,
He would do (Gen. 22:5-6). God spared
Isaac, but not because of Abraham’s
refusal to do His will.

Will your faith lead you to unques-
tionably obey God?

815 42nd St. SW
Paris, TX 75460
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“I really enjoy STOP. May God bless
this effort and may many lost souls
be reached by reading this printing
work” ...Bobbi Wheeler, Baxter,
TN. “Please remove from mailing
list” ...George Collison, Hohen-
wald, TN. “How are you, again?
There is someone else (address
below) who wanted to be on your
Seek The Old Paths mailing list.

Later, I’ll try to get more names at one time so that I won’t have to e-
mail them to you one-by-one. Also, in a couple of weeks, the congrega-
tion here and the congregations here in the area will be having wor-
ship at the park. I tell you this, because I’ll try to get more names,
especially since I’m hearing that some of the congregations in this
area are becoming more liberal in their teachings. This subscription
would be a good one to receive. Thank you, again” ...Anthony, OH.
“Love it, listen to you all every night. I work in the day time. Bob Wat-
son from World Bible School gave me this web site (www.wsoj.net). I
am going to share it with everybody I can. We hear so much garbage,
thank God for this web site” ...Leslie J. Richard. “We appreciate the
paper. It always has much needed articles. Please send STOP to our
son and his family. They are faithful Christians and would appreciate
having the paper. Enclosed is a check to help some with the postage”
...Bob & Jackie Thompson, Cantonment, FL. “Please remove Noel
Hamilton from your mailing list. He has passed away. Thank you”
...Neal Narmore, Cherokee, AL. “Thank you so much for STOP. I
enjoy it very much. I would like for you to add a few names to send this
paper to please. I am sending you some help on the postage. Send more
later. God bless you in all your efforts” ...Rose Brown, Trenton, GA.
“Please add this name to the mailing list to receive STOP. He is
preaching the Gospel and has had some success reaching prisoners
with the Gospel. Please accept this check. Thank you” ...Ruth Jenk-
ins, Trenton, GA. “Would you please start sending me your monthly
paper” ...Jerry Collins, Pocahontas, AR. “I really enjoy your maga-
zine and so happy we still have men willing and able to stand for the
truth. I pray for your service and pray for a long life. Please send STOP
to these names. Enclosed is a small donation for postage” ...Vivian
Dorman, Rison, AR. “God bless all the writers. We need God more
than ever. God bless all of you” ...Name Withheld, Kemp, TX.
“Thanks” ...Billie Sisson, Pocahontas, AR. “I would like to be put on
your mailing list to receive STOP and I have two very dear sisters in
Christ who would also like to receive your paper. Thank you so much
for the good work you do. I am very thankful for Christians like you.
May God continue to bless you” ...Carol Shadell, Greenbrier, AR.
“We have been receiving STOP for several years. Always enjoy reading
it” ...Marvin McCuthers, Binger, OK. “Hope all is going well with
getting the word out. You have such good articles to help. May God
bless your work” ...Name withheld, OH. “Most everyone that is
informed is aware that these are dark days for the church. I believe we
(that are making a real effort to keep the church pure) are fast becom-
ing the minority in this country. Thanks for your service” ...Doug
Brazzell, Franklin, KY. “You have been sending STOP since 1995 to
us. The magazine has been a big help and blessing. Sending a contri-
bution to help. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you”
...Anonymous, LA. “Thank you for continuing to send STOP to us.
God bless you for your faithfulness to God and His Word” ...Church of
Christ, Rockford, IL. “Great work! Keep it up. Much needed” ...Art
Rocco, Toms River, NJ. “We have been receiving a bundle of 30
papers each month but need to reduce that amount to 20 papers.
Thank you for this sound publication that helps others to understand
God’s Word better and know what is going on in the brotherhood. The
world has ‘rubbed off ’ on the church far too much and we need sound
teaching to return to our first love. We appreciate the time and effort
all of you put in for this good work. Thanks again” ...Jack & Leona
Openshaw, Niagra Falls, NY. “Please remove from your mailing list.
Thank you” ...Ernest & Geraldine Oliver, Lansing, MI. “Brethren,
you guys are the greatest! Nobody does it better” ...Al Sowins, Camp
Wood, TX. “I would like to receive your monthly publication. It has
some interesting articles. Thanks” ...Keith Lause, London, OH. “I
just happened to come across your Seek The Old Paths September
issue. I enjoyed reading it very much and like others who asked for the
one that has ‘Denominations Are Sinful,’ I would like a copy of it too. I

have read this issue and think it is very good. I have traveled around
the world pretty much. In March of 1944 I boarded the ship Dorothea
L Dix in New York and we went out to sea arriving at Belfast Ireland
April 3rd. Then we spent some time in Glasgow Scotland, Gourock,
Grennuck, Portland, but we didn’t forget to hit the Omaha Beach at
Normandy June 6th at break of day. However, we couldn’t get to the
beach, the Germans had big posts set with old wire in between and
mines tied in the wire. When the soldiers crossed over, they were
blown up. We spent the day putting soldiers up to the beach. July 10th
we were at Oran Africa, July 11th the Germans bombed there but we
happened to be just in between two bombs and didn’t get hit. We made
several trips to Southern France from Naples Italy, Oran and Algiers
Africa. October 25th we went through Straits of Gibraltar going to
New York to get the Dix repaired. Then on Christmas Day we went
through Panama into the Pacific. To make a long story short, we hit
most of the Islands in the Pacific including Alaska and we were at Oki-
nawa May 1-8th when the suicide planes and boats were going strong.
The ship next to us on the left got hit by a suicide plane. We took some
casualties to Saipan. On Christmas Day 1945, we went back through
Panama. The war was over and I got home on April 12, 1946. This
might be a ‘bird’s eye view’ of what went on out there in the world dur-
ing World War II. I would be first to say God looked after me in lots of
cases out there in this big old world. Now, the first time I came home,
I met Lucille, she became my wife in Nov. 1945. We will soon have our
64 years in, with only 16 more to go and we’ll have our 80 years in!!
Over the years I have been able to teach and baptize something over
20 souls into Christ Jesus. I have been called to talk to some different
schools about the war. I only went to school 7 and 1/2 years and went
to 8 different schools. However, in the navy, I worked hard to do the job
that I was assigned to do. Please send me STOP” ...Wayne Hickox,
Flora, IL.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East End

Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is mailed
FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publication can
be found in Jude 3; II Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1; II Peter 1:12.
All mail received may be published unless otherwise noted. Articles
are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson

http://www.seektheoldpaths.org
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