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THE MEEK SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH 

Bill Boyd 
 

Before we give up our hope of heaven for an eternal earth,  
we ought to read the rest of the sermon. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth” 
(Matt. 5:5). Premillennial-

ists have taken Matthew 5:5 as a proof 
text that they will live and reign on 
the earth for a thousand years. Also, 
those who are advocating for a “re-
newed earth” take it to say that they 
will live on the earth forever. It is like 
a millennial reign that never ends. 

Many of the Jews in the days of Je-
sus expected the kingdom of God to 
come as an earthly kingdom. They 
thought Jews would displace the Ro-
mans as rulers of the world. Matthew 
wrote with these Jews in mind. He 
frequently called the kingdom of God, 
“the kingdom of heaven.” He is the 
only writer that did this. He knew his 
audience. The kingdom is “of heaven,” 
because it is not “of earth.” It is a spir-
itual kingdom; not another earthly 
one. Worldly-minded Jews, premillen-
nialists, and renewed earth advocates 
of today all have a worldly view with 
an earthly hope. 

Context is a fundamental rule of 
hermeneutics. Matthew 5:5 is part of 
the Sermon on the Mount. John and 
Jesus were preaching, “The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2; 4:17). 
“Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom” (Matt. 4:23). 
Those who heard Jesus preach the 
Sermon on the Mount recognized that 
it was “his doctrine” (Matt. 7:25). The 
Sermon on the Mount is a sermon on 

the kingdom. It is the doctrine of 
Christ about the kingdom of heaven. 
It begins, “Blessed are the poor in 
Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 5:3). That is the first 
of eight introductory beatitudes. In 
the last beatitude he said, “Blessed 
are they which are persecuted for right-
eousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matt. 5:10). The beatitudes 
begin and end with a promise of the 
kingdom that was “at hand.” 

The blessings of these beatitudes 
would come when the kingdom came. 
The mourners would be comforted; the 
spiritually hungry would be filled; the 
merciful would obtain mercy; the pure 
in heart would see God; the peace-
makers would be called the children 
of God. All the blessings of the beati-
tudes are spiritual, and they are all 
realized in the Lord’s church. It is in 
this context that Jesus said, “Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth” (Matt. 5:5). Jesus did not prom-
ise a spiritual blessing for the poor in 
spirit and slight the meek with an 
earthly one. In the context of Matthew 
5:5, “the earth” is a metaphor. Jesus is 
using the language of Psalm 37:11. 
“The earth” is a metaphor there as 
well. Understanding the metaphor in 
the Psalm will help us appreciate the 
metaphor in the Lord’s Sermon. 

In the 37th Psalm, the land that 
God had promised to the children of 
Abraham was overrun with evil. In 
response, the psalmist admonished 

the children to Israel to be meek. The 
psalm explains the meaning of meek-
ness: “Fret not... neither be thou envi-
ous...” (v.1); “Trust in the LORD, and 
do good...” (v.3); “Delight thyself also 
in the LORD...” (v.4); “Commit thy way 
unto the LORD; trust also in him...” 
(v.5); “Rest in the LORD, and wait pa-
tiently for him: fret not thyself...” (v.7); 
“Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: 
fret not thyself in any way to do evil” 
(v.8). 

Meekness is not weakness. The 
meek “trust in the Lord,” “fret not,” 
and “wait patiently for him” (Psalm 
37:3,1,7). God assured the meek that 
they would dwell in the land and re-
ceive their inheritance. “So shall thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed” (v.3). The promise is repeated 
throughout the psalm: “He shall give 
thee the desires of thy heart...” (v.4); 
“He shall bring it to pass...” (v.5); “Evil-
doers shall be cut off, but they that 
wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit 
the earth” (v.9); “The meek shall inherit 
the earth, and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace” (v.11); “The 
LORD knoweth the upright, and their 
inheritance shall be forever” (v.18); 
“For such as be blessed of him shall 
inherit the earth” (v.22); “The righteous 
shall inherit the land, and shall dwell 
therein forever” (v.29); “Wait on the 
LORD, and keep his way, and he shall 
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Where will the redeemed be in 
eternity when this life is 
over?  The Bible teaches they 

will go to be with the Lord in heaven 
(John 14:1-3). Yet, some are saying the 
heaven we’ve always hoped for does 
not exist — that it’s not going to be in 
heaven above (God’s dwelling place), 
but it’s going to be on earth below 
(man’s dwelling place). They imagine 
that God’s sole purpose through the 
ages has been to restore this sin 
cursed earth to its original condition 
(like that of Adam and Eve) and that 
man will live upon a “refurbished” 
and “renovated” earth for ever. They 
call this “reversing the curse.” But, ac-
cording to inspiration, Peter wrote 
that this world, including everything 
God made and everything man made, 
will “pass away,” be “burned up,” 
“melt,” “dissolved,” GONE! (2 Peter 
3:10-13). 

It’s a false doctrine that says the re-
deemed have no hope of going to that 
realm beyond this world called 
heaven. Instead, this false doctrine 
teaches that God will leave His throne 
in Heaven and come down to live with 
the redeemed “on a refurbished earth.” 
Sad indeed, but some of our own 
brethren are teaching and preach  ing 
that at the Judgment, Heaven will not 
be in eternity where God dwells, but 
will be on this Earth where man 
dwells. That God will come down from 
heaven and live with man on the 
earth, to them, is a very appealing 
and comforting doctrine! 

Though this doctrine may be new 
to many, it’s not new. It’s been around 
for a long long time. It raises its ugly 
head now and then and is always put 
down by faith ful brethren. Then an-
other group arises who consider 
they’ve “dug deep” in the Bible and 
have found a new gem that’s never 
before been dis covered. 

“Heaven on Earth” is a doctrine 
rooted in MATERIALISM. Material-
ism considers physical, tangi ble, ma-
terial things, more important than 
spiritual things. Its core belief is that 

“substance is every thing” — this world 
is everything. 

Jehovah’s Witness have held on to 
material ism their entire existence (a 
little more than 140yrs). They also 
teach that eternal life will be on earth. 
Except in some ways, they are closer 
to the truth than some of our own 
brethren. Jehovah’s Witness doctrine 
says there is a heaven above, but that 
it’s already full (holding only 144,000). 
The rest of the saved will live on a re-
furbished earth for eternity. 

Anyone reading through the Bible, 
in even the most casual manner, 
would NEVER get the idea that eter-
nal life will be on this earth (unless 
that’s what your looking for)! One 
needs help to see this idea in the 
Bible! And, sadly, there are many who 
stand ready to help. 

Notice what Jesus said and taught 
about heaven... 

Heaven is where God the Father 
is — His dwelling place. Jesus 
spoke of God His father “which is in 
heaven” at least 7 times. “Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Fa-
ther which is in heaven” (Matt. 
7:21; cf. 10:32,33; 12:50; 16:17; 
18:10,19). 

Jesus spoke of God as our/your 
Father which is in heaven at least 
14 times. “Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your father which 
is in heaven.” “Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:16,45,48; 
6:1,14,26,32; 7:11; 18:14,35; 23:9; 
Mark 11:25,26; Luke 11:13). 

Heaven is God’s Throne / 
Christ’s Throne. This is mentioned 
at least 9 times in the New Testament. 
“Heaven...is God’s throne” (Matt 
5:34). “Heaven is my throne, and 
earth is my footstool” (Acts 7:49). 
“When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory” (Matt 25:31). “But unto 

the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever...  ” (Heb. 1:8. Matt. 
23:22; Rev. 4:2; 5:13; 16:17; 20:11). 

The earth is God’s footstool, not 
his throne. “Heaven is my throne, 
and earth is my footstool: what 
house will ye build me? saith the Lord: 
or what is the place of my rest” (Acts 
7:49; cf. Isa. 66:1). God cannot be con-
fined to a physical house or place of 
rest like the earth — that’s ridiculous. 
At the dedication of the temple, 
Solomon said, “...will God indeed 
dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven 
and heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee; how much less this house that I 
have builded” (1 Kings 8:27)? He 
prays to God in verse 30, “...hearken 
thou to the supplication of thy servant, 
and of thy people Israel, when they 
shall pray toward this place: and hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling place: 
and when thou hearest, forgive.” 
Heaven on Earth doctrine takes God 
off His throne in heaven and brings 
Him down to earth to sit on his floor 
mat. 

Jesus can’t ever be a King or 
Priest on the earth. It is impossible 
for Jesus to ever occupy a throne on 
earth. Zechariah 6:12-13 speaks of the 
reign of the Messiah saying: “...he 
shall build the temple of the LORD; 
...and shall sit and rule upon his 
throne; and he shall be a priest upon 
his throne.” Hebrews 8:1-4 says He 
can’t be a priest on earth. And, since 
he can’t be a priest on earth, he can’t 
be a king on earth because Zechar iah 
says he will be both a king and priest 
at the same time. Also, Jeremiah 
22:28-30 forbids the Lord Jesus from 
ever reigning on the throne in Judah 
(Zion). Coniah, king of Judah, was so 
corrupt that we read in verse 30: 
“Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this 
man childless, a man that shall not 
prosper in his days: for no man of 
his seed shall prosper, sitting upon 
the throne of David, and ruling any 
more in Judah.” Jesus is a descendant 
of Coniah (Jeconiah, Jehoichin), men-
tioned in the Gospel of Matthew as 
Jechonias (Matt. 1:11-12). He can’t be 
king on earth! 

The Scriptures always speak of 
heaven being “up” — at least 18 
times. “So then after the Lord had spo-
ken unto them, he was received up 
into heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God” (Mark 16:19; cf. Matt. 
14:19; Mark 6:41; 7:34; Luke 9:16; 
18:13; 24:51; John 1:51; 3:13,31; 17:1; 
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Acts 1:10,11; 2:34; 7:55,56; 11:10; Rom. 
10:6). 

The Scriptures always speak of 
coming “down from” heaven — at 
least 20 times. “For I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me” (John 
6:38; cf. Luke 9:54; John 1:51; 3:15; 
6:33,38,41,42,50,51,58; Acts 11:5; 
Rom. 10:6; 1 Peter 1:12; Rev. 3:12; 10:1; 
13:13; 18:1; 20:1; 21:2).  

The expression “from heaven” 
is used more than 45 times in the 
New Testament. The point is, heaven 
is not earth. Earth is not heaven. They 
are two separate and distinct places. 
“The baptism of John, whence was it? 
from heaven, or of men” (Matt. 21:25; 
cf. Matt. 16:1; 28:2; Mark 8:11; 
11:30,31; Luke 11:16; 17:29; 20:4,5; 
22:43; John 1:32; 3:13,27,31; 
6:32,33,38,41,42,50,51,58; Acts 11:5,9; 
Rom. 1:18; 1 Cor. 15:47; 2 Cor. 5:2; Gal. 
1:8; 1 Thess. 1:10; 4:16; 2 Thess. 1:7; 
Heb. 12:25; 1 Peter 1:12; 2 Peter 1:18; 
Rev. 10:1,4,8; 11:12; 13:13; 14:2,13; 
18:1,4; 20:1). 

God speaks “from” his lofty 
place “in” heaven — at least 6 
times. “And there came a voice from 
heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased” 
(Mark 1:11; cf. Matt. 3:17; Luke 3:22; 
John 12:28; Acts 10:15; Deut. 4:36; 
30:11-14). 

 We “pray” to God who is “in” 
heaven. Jesus taught his disciples, 
“After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name” (Matt. 6:9). Je-
sus said, “...When ye pray, say, Our 
Father which art in heaven, Hal-
lowed be thy name” (Luke 11:2). God 
told Solomon, “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land” (2 Chron. 7:14; cf. Psalm 
20:6; 1 Kings 8:30-32, 34, 36, 39, 43, 
45, 49). 

The angels of God are “in” 
heaven — found at least 12 times. 
“For in the resurrection they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage, but 
are as the angels of God in heaven” 
(Matt. 22:30). “For when they shall 
rise from the dead, they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage; but are as 
the angels which are in heaven” (Mark 
12:25). See also Matt. 18:10; 24:36; 
28:2; Mark 13:32; Luke 2:15; John 

1:51; Gal. 1:8; 2 Thess. 1:7; Rev. 8:13; 
12:7). 

Our reward is “in” heaven. 
Found at least 9 times. “Rejoice, and 
be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven...” (Matt. 5:12; cf. 
Luke 6:23). He did not say our reward 
is great “on earth,” he said our reward 
is great “in heaven.” Jesus said, “Lay 
not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves break through 
and steal: But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal. 
For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also” (Matt. 6:19-21). If 
heaven is going to be on earth, then 
Jesus missed a great opportunity here 
to tell us. But he didn’t miss the op-
portunity, he told the truth about our 
eternal reward — heaven is NOT go-
ing to be on earth. He knew there 
would be a false doctrine arise that 
taught heaven will be on the reno-
vated earth, so he drove a death-knell 
through its heart in these verses. Our 
heart must be focused on heaven, not 
on the earth (Col. 3:1-2). Also, Paul 
wrote the church at Corinth, saying, 
“For we know that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1, it’s not on earth 
in this verse). Our physical (earthly) 
body will be changed into a spiritual 
(heavenly) body and we will be with 
God “in the heavens,” not on the earth. 
(See also Mark 10:21; 12:33; Luke 
18:22; 2 Cor. 5:1-2). 

 Heaven and earth are different 
places. Jesus told the apostles, “I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven” (Matt 16:19; 18:18). God did 
not allow the apostles to make their 
own laws (bind on earth) and then he 
would honor it in heaven (bind it in 
heaven). The point is, whatever they 
“bind on earth” will have already been 
“bound in heaven.” When the apostles 
spoke and wrote, they did so by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 
1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The emphasis we’re calling atten-
tion to is that “heaven” and “earth” 
are two different places. God dwells 
in heaven above and we dwell on the 

earth below. First Corinthians 15:47-
49 says, “The first man is of the earth, 
earthy: the second man is the Lord 
from heaven.” See also Matt. 28:18; 
Mark 11:30; Luke 10:20; 20:4; Acts 
4:24; 14:15; 17:24; Eph. 1:10; 3:15.
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“THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH” #1 

Gary McDade 

Isaiah, the Messianic Prophet, fore-
told of the coming kingdom of 
Christ which is the church of 

Christ (Matt. 16:18-19) using terms 
like “the mountain of the Lord’s 
house” (Isa. 2:2-3; cf. 1 Tim. 3:15; Heb. 
3:6), “his kingdom” (Isa. 9:6-7; cf. Matt. 
4:17; Mark 9:1; Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-4), “my 
holy mountain” (Isa. 11:9; 56:7; 57:13; 
65:11, 25; 66:20; cf. Heb. 12:22-23, 28), 
“the way of holiness” (Isa. 35:8; cf. 
John 14:6; Acts 9:2), and “the new 
heavens and the new earth” (Isa. 
65:17-19; 66:22-23; cf. Acts 3:21; Eph. 
1:10). 

Isaiah wrote, “For as the new heav-
ens and the new earth, which I will 
make, shall remain before me, saith 
the Lord, so shall your seed and your 
name remain” (Isa. 66:22). The re-
spected Old Testament scholar Ed-
ward J. Young (1907-1968) correctly 
observed in his monumental work on 
Isaiah regarding “the new heavens 
and the new earth,” 

 
With this verse the prophet 

makes known the foundation for 
the entire preceding line of 
thought. By your seed and your 
name he has in mind the spiritual 
Israel of which he has been speak-
ing. Seed refers to the descendants 
of the people of God, who form the 
subject of this address. Their per-
petuity is to be assured. Name in-
dicates reputation; forever the 
Church will be recognized as the 
people whom God has chosen to 
be His own. To assure God’s peo-
ple of this perpetuity and constant 
recognition God institutes a com-
parison with the new heavens and 
the new earth. As God originally 
created the heavens and the 
earth, so now He is going to make 
(the participle suggests near fu-
turity) new heavens and a new 
earth, which will stand before 
Him (i.e. under His constant care 
and protection; cf. 48:19; 53:2). The 
old Israel will pass away; but from 
it there will spring the remnant 
that has survived the judgment 
[i.e., the Babylonian Captivity 606 
B.C. to 536 B.C.], and together 
with it will be a great influx of 
Gentiles, all of which will form 

the true Israel of God under the 
new dispensation (The Book of 
Isaiah, vol. 3, p.535). 

 
The new dispensation or Christian 

age began on the first Pentecost after 
the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead when 3,000 were added to the 
church by the Lord (Acts 2:47). The 
addition of the Gentiles to the church 
was precisely that which Isaiah was 
pointing to in the mid-eighth century 
B.C. Paul so affirmed in Ephesians 
1:10 when he wrote, “That in the dis-
pensation of the fullness of times he 
might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth; even in him.” 
He went on to elaborate on this ful-
fillment in Ephesians 2:11ff when he 
spoke of the Gentiles being outside of 
Christ and without the hope of salva-
tion, “but now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ.” He said, “Now 
therefore ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God.” 

“The new heavens and the new 
earth” are “the household of God” 
made up of obedient Jews and Gen-
tiles in the one body, the church. The 
Bible certifies, “And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone; In whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord: In 
whom ye also are builded together for 
an habitation of God through the 
Spirit” (Eph. 2:20-22). And, members 
of the church are recognized as “the 
Israel of God” in Galatians 6:16, “And 
as many as walk according to this rule, 
peace be on them, and mercy, and upon 
the Israel of God.” 

 
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH IN CONTEXT 
 
The prophetic language of Isaiah to 

foretell the future events from his 
point in time of the return from Baby-
lonian Captivity and later on the es-
tablishment of the church of Christ 
must not be confused with the second 
coming of Christ or, especially, the er-
roneous system of premillennialism. 
Bear in mind that in Isaiah’s day the 

Babylonian Captivity was over the 
horizon of time from his perspective 
by more than 100 years. In the mid-
eighth century B.C. he is still urging 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah to 
cease their wicked ways (Isa. 1:16-20) 
and know that their idolatry precipi-
tates their punishment which is com-
ing in the form of the Babylonian Cap-
tivity (Isa. 10:10-11; 31:5-7; 44; 45:16; 
57:5). 

The prophetic language of Isaiah 
must be understood as first used by 
Isaiah before echoes of similar lan-
guage can be understood in New Tes-
tament passages like, for example, 
Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, Rev-
elation 6:15-16, and Revelation 21:23-
25. Four such passages from Isaiah 
will serve to illustrate. 

First, Isaiah wrote of Judah’s im-
pending punishment for idolatry in 
Isaiah 2:18-21 as he pictured the fear 
and foreboding of those practicing 
idolatry when the Babylonian Captiv-
ity begins, “And the idols he shall ut-
terly abolish. And they shall go into 
the holes of the rocks, and into the 
caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, 
and for the glory of his majesty, when 
he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 
In that day a man shall cast his idols 
of silver, and his idols of gold, which 
they made each one for himself to wor-
ship, to the moles and to the bats; To 
go into the clefts of the rocks, and into 
the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of 
the Lord, and for the glory of his 
majesty, when he ariseth to shake ter-
ribly the earth.” The apostle John 
draws upon this fearful language as 
the sixth seal is opened in the book of 
Revelation to allow his first century 
A.D. readers to picture God’s judg-
ment upon the persecutors of the 
church of Christ (Rev. 6:12-17). 

Isaiah was prophesying the Baby-
lonian Captivity, not the persecution 
of the church in the early centuries 
A.D. John’s readers would be familiar 
with such language from reading Isa-
iah and immediately see the applica-
tion of it to the situation John was ad-
dressing in the Apocalypse. The 
scholars point out that of the 404 
verses in the book of Revelation, while 
there are no direct quotations, 348 al-
lusions to the Old Testament are made 
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of which 95 are repeated thereby rep-
resenting an average of ten per chap-
ter in Revelation. Of that number 79 
are from the book of Isaiah making it 
the most quoted Old Testament book 
within the book of Revelation repre-
senting an average of three per chap-
ter in Revelation. So, the book of Isaiah 
is used abundantly by John in Reve-
lation. (Merrill C. Tenney, Interpreting 
Revelation, p.101; Brooke Foss West-
cott and Fenton John Anthony Hort, 
The New Testament In The Original 
Greek, pp. 612-618; H.B. Swete, The 
Apocalypse of Saint John, p. cxl.). 

Second, Isaiah’s words in chapter 
13:10-11 sound like the end of the 
world, “For the stars of heaven and 
the constellations thereof shall not give 
their light: the sun shall be darkened 
in his going forth, and the moon shall 
not cause her light to shine. And I will 
punish the world for their evil, and 
the wicked for their iniquity; and I will 
cause the arrogancy of the proud to 
cease, and will lay low the haughtiness 
of the terrible.” And, to speak of the 
end of the Southern Kingdom of Ju-
dah would for those Jews be the end 
of their world as they knew it. But, 
the language was not to be taken lit-
erally because Isaiah himself told 
them initially that a remnant of one 
tenth of the people would be spared 
and return to Jerusalem one day (Isa. 
1:9; 6:13). Similarly, when that same 
language is used by Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke it is used of a cataclysmic 
event, not at the end of time, but 
within time, specifically, at the de-
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans 
in 70 A.D. (Matt. 24:29; Mark 13:24-
25; Luke 21:25-26). 

Third, the call of the Israelites that 
had been scattered to Assyria and 
Egypt would be like that of “the great 
trumpet blown” and those people 
would return to worship together once 
more at Jerusalem (Isa. 27:13). This 
“great trumpet blown” was not the 
“last trump” at the end of the world 
mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 
15:52, but was metaphorical, finding 
fulfillment on the first Pentecost after 
the resurrection of Christ in 33 A.D. 
when those same nations (those geo-
graphical territories) specifically are 
mentioned as gathering to hear the 
first Gospel sermon (Acts 2:9-11). Nor 
is Matthew referring to the “last 
trump” in Matthew 24:31 when he 
speaks of “a great sound of a trumpet” 
but to Christ in heaven (v.30) sending 

His judgment upon Jerusalem in 70 
A.D. for rejecting and crucifying Him. 

Fourth, Isaiah described the restora-
tion of the Southern Kingdom of Ju-
dah to Zion or Jerusalem after the 
Captivity in Isaiah 60:11, 19-20 and 
“weaves into the picture images from 
various realms of creation — light, 
man, animals, gold, incense, birds, the 
majestic trees of the forest” (Homer 
Hailey, A Commentary on Isaiah, pp. 
485-486). Isaiah wrote, “Therefore thy 
gates shall be open continually; they 
shall not be shut day nor night; that 
men may bring unto thee the forces of 
the Gentiles, and that their kings may 
be brought. ... The sun shall be no more 
thy light by day; neither for brightness 
shall the moon give light unto thee: 
but the Lord shall be unto thee an ever-
lasting light, and thy God thy glory. 
Thy sun shall no more go down; nei-
ther shall thy moon withdraw itself: 
for the Lord shall be thine everlasting 

light, and the days of thy mourning 
shall be ended.” For those exiled Jews, 
this was a thrilling expectation to re-
turn again to their cherished home, 
“The city of the Lord, The Zion of the 
Holy One of Israel” (Isa. 60:15). Some 
of the language used by Isaiah, the 
apostle John through the inspiration 
of God, saw fitting to apply to the eter-
nal city of heaven in Revelation 21:23-
25. But, Isaiah was not talking about 
heaven when he wrote in the eighth 
century B.C.; he was referring to 
Jerusalem. And, as stated earlier, “The 
prophetic language of Isaiah to foretell 
the future events from his point in 
time of the return from Babylonian 
Captivity and later on the establish-
ment of the church of Christ must not 
be confused with the second coming 
of Christ or, especially, the erroneous 
system of premillennialism.” 

3210 Parker Lane 
Chattanooga, TN 37419

WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION 
 

No one can be faithful before God without meeting obligations. Though 
many try, it cannot be done. The obligation of all men is to obey the 
Gospel to be saved (Matt. 7:21; Heb. 5:8-9; 1 Peter 1:22). When men obey 

the Gospel, the Lord adds them to his church (the church of Christ, Acts 2:41,47). 
Being a member of the Lord’s church carries with it many obligations. 

1) We have the obligation to love the church. “...Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it” (Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28)! When we love the church 
it will be shown by our actions. What we love, we take care of, support and 
defend. 

2) We have the obligation to put the church first. “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). This sums up every 
Christian’s duty. In all things, in every place, at all times, put the church first! 
One cannot go to heaven without it. The church must come before pleasure, job, 
self, friends or family! 

3) We have the obligation to be faithful to the church. “Be thou 
faithful unto death...” (Rev. 2:10). No matter what the circumstance or situation, 
be faithful. “...It is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 
4:2). Without being faithful, we will never hear the Lord say, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21). 

4) We have the obligation to defend the cause of Christ. “Earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). These 
are not just words that take up space. These are heaven’s words! Many have 
either never read this verse or are too weak to obey it. We must take up the 
spiritual fight for truth, it’s the only thing that can save (John 8:32). Ezekiel 
22:30 reads, “I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, 
and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I 
found none.” John the baptist stood up for the truth and was beheaded (Matt. 
14:10). Jesus did and was crucified (Matt. 27:35). Stephen did and was stoned 
(Acts 7:59). Paul did and was stoned and left for dead (Acts 14:19). Elders 
especially, and all defenders of the faith are to “hold fast the faithful word as he 
hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9). Who will step up stop the mouths of false 
teachers? 

— Garland M. Robinson
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DANGERS IN MODERN TRANSLATIONS #3 
(KING JAMES VERSION ISSUES) 

Randy Kea  
There are things that must be addressed and pointed out in connection with the KJV… 
the issues that we must deal with when critiquing the KJV are not in the same category 
as the damnable doctrines that have entered into the modern translations of the Bible. 

In any discussion of the dangers of 
modern translations, one must ac-
knowledge and deal with criti-

cisms leveled against the King James 
Version. At this point in our articles 
on dangers of modern translations I 
wanted to address the so-called “prob-
lems” with the KJV. Let me state at 
the outset that I maintain that the “is-
sues” concerning the KJV are not in 
the same category or eternal conse-
quence as “problems” with modern 
translations. Following are criticisms 
leveled against the KJV: 

1. The KJV of 1611 is different than 
the KJV of today. It is true that the 
KJV of today is not the same as the 
KJV of 1611, but the differences have 
to do with spelling and matters in this 
category. For example, “wordes” is 
changed to “words,” “amongst” is 
changed to “among.” So don’t let any-
one ever tell you that we don’t have 
the same King James today. This is 
much ado about nothing. 

2. People say the KJV cannot be un-
derstood today by the average person 
because of so many archaic words 
found in it. The immediate response 
to this criticism is that the word ar-
chaic simply means “old.” It does not 
mean it’s not accurate. Some time ago 
the Trinitarian Bible Society of Lon-
don, England, put out a list of archaic 
words found in the KJV and they only 
noted some 618 words. There are 
791,328 words in the KJV. So clearly, 
the 618 number (0.00078%) is in-
significant when compared to the 
whole Bible. A couple well known ex-
amples are “conversation” (Phil. 1:27) 
which today means “conduct” and 
“prevent” (1 Thess. 4:15) which today 
means “precede.” Many KJV’s update 
these words in their margin and a 
good Bible student will get a concor-
dance or a collegiate dictionary to up-
date these archaic words. Remember, 
an archaism is old; it is not error. I 
will say more about the readability of 

the KJV later. 
3. The KJV uses the word “Easter” 

instead of the correct translation 
“Passover” in Acts 12:4. In this verse, 
the word “easter” is a seasonal refer-
ence only. It is not advocating the ob-
servance of the Old Testament 
Passover festival. R. C. Trench and 
other scholars, I believe, correctly con-
clude that it was simply an oversight 
on the part of the KJV translators 
who had removed the word “Easter” 
from every other place it had been in 
earlier translations and correctly ren-
dered “paska” Passover (On Bible Re-
vision, pp.34-35). In either case, it does 
not teach the observance of Easter or 
Passover today. 

4. The KJV uses the English word 
“hell” which is inaccurate. The old 
English word hell denotes something 
that is covered and unseen which 
would include the temporary abode of 
the dead (hades [Strongs #86], found 
10 times) and the everlasting punish-
ment of the wicked (gehenna [Strongs 
#1067], found 12 times). This can eas-
ily be verified by using Strong’s con-
cordance. In fact, if you check colle-
giate dictionaries, both of these 
concepts are a part of the defined word 
hell. So after checking the etymology 
of the English word hell, the so-called 
error of the KJV disappears. However, 
this is one of those occasions when 
one would want to go back to the orig-
inal Hebrew and Greek word for fur-
ther word studies. 

5. The KJV tends to be Calvinistic. 
This is one of the most absurd of all 
of the charges against the KJV be-
cause Restoration leaders and the 
great debaters among churches of 
Christ all used the KJV to annihilate 
the tenets of Calvinism. I was raised 
in the Methodist Church. In 1972, the 
preacher who converted me used the 
KJV to show me the errors of Calvin-
ism and denominationalism. I have 
been preaching for 44 years and as 

many preachers do, I preach on the 
errors of Calvinism by using only the 
KJV. 

6. The KJV originally contained the 
Apocrypha. Many major translations 
of the Bible have included the Apoc-
rypha (uninspired writings used to 
shed light upon the intertestamental 
period). These writings are never in-
cluded as a part of the Old Testament 
or New Testament text or canon. This 
is another unwarranted criticism. 

7. The KJV is in “Elizabethan Eng-
lish” which nobody speaks today. We 
certainly don’t agree with his theology, 
but textual scholar Edward Hills 
speaks on the misconception that the 
English of the KJV is Elizabethan: 
“The English of the King James Ver-
sion is not the English of the early 
17th century. To be exact, it is not a 
type of English that was ever spoken 
anywhere. It is biblical English, which 
was not used on ordinary occasions 
even by the translators who produced 
the King James Version...One need 
only compare the preface written by 
the translators with the text of their 
translation to feel the difference in 
style...Its style is that of the Hebrew 
and of the New Testament Greek. 
Even in their use of thee and thou, 
the translators were not following 
17th century English usage but bibli-
cal usage, for at the time these trans-
lators were doing their work these sin-
gular forms had already been replaced 
by the plural you in polite conversa-
tion” (The King James Version De-
fended, pp.218). In other words, “thee” 
and “thou” usage shows how accurate 
and precise the KJV translators were 
when translating singular and plural 
pronouns (see John 3:7, thee, singular; 
ye, plural). I get very weary when peo-
ple start talking to me about the 
“thees” and the “thous” found in the 
KJV. They are showing their igno-
rance. These same people would not 
advocate taking these words out of 
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our songbooks — as an example: “my 
faith looks up to Thee, thou Lamb of 
Calvary.” 

I would further comment about the 
KJV that as far as readability is con-
cerned, when various readability soft-
ware programs have been applied to 
the KJV, the results show that it is 
just as readable and sometimes easier 
to read than modern translations. I 
would also point out that in the trans-
lation process, accuracy is more im-
portant than simplicity. It has been 
said that it is better to “educate up” 

than “translate down,” and I would 
agree! 

Clearly, there are things that must 
be addressed and pointed out in con-
nection with the KJV. I emphasize 
again that the issues that we must 
deal with when critiquing the KJV 
are not in the same category as the 
damnable doctrines that have entered 
into the modern translations of the 
Bible. 

It’s also important to note that not 
all modern translations are equally 
egregious or erroneous. When I 

started this series of articles I said 
that I recognized that the King James 
translators were not perfect men or 
inspired men. I further stated that I 
recognized that, on occasion, we must 
go back to the original languages of 
the Bible for word studies and full 
meaning and clarification. My position 
is therefore again stated — the King 
James Version is superior and best, 
not perfect. 

1503 N. 30th Ave 
Humboldt, TN 38343

exalt thee to inherit the land” (v.34). 
When David sang, “The meek shall 

inherit the earth” (Psalm 37:11), he 
was not telling the Jews that they 
would rule the whole world. God is 
not giving them the globe. David used 
“the earth” as a metaphor to assure 
them that they would have all the 
promises God had made to them 
through Abraham, including their 
land. 

God did not promise to give his 
church the land of Israel. Jesus used 
the same “inherit the earth” metaphor 
to assure his disciples that they would 
enjoy all the spiritual blessing they 
were promised. Jesus is not affirming 
a “renewed earth” in the beatitudes. 

Before we give up our hope of 
heaven for an eternal earth, we ought 
to read the rest of the sermon. In the 
Sermon on the Mount, heaven is al-
ways greater than the earth. Imme-
diately after the beatitudes Jesus said, 
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:11-12). He did not 
say, “Great will be your reward on the 
earth.” The reward of the prophets 
was in heaven, and our reward will 
be there too. Jesus said, “Lay not up 
for yourselves treasures on earth...but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven” (Matt. 6:19-21). Hear it, “...not 
on earth,” but “...in heaven.” Jesus is 
not teaching heaven on earth. We can-
not lay earthly treasures up for our-
selves in heaven. 

Jesus does not want us focused on 
earthly blessings like those promised 

to earthly Israel. Jesus said the 
heaven and earth would “pass.” He 
said, “Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 
5:18). The law that gave the Jews their 
earthly inheritance would be fulfilled, 
the fulfilled law would pass, and with 
it all the earthly hopes under that law, 
for heaven and earth itself would 
someday pass, but the spiritual bless-
ings of the spiritual kingdom will en-
dure. In the next verse Jesus said, 
“Whosoever therefore shall break one 
of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, 
the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19). 

Greatness in the spiritual kingdom 
of heaven is not for those who keep 
the law of Moses, but for those who 
keep the commandments of Jesus. 
Their righteousness would “exceed” 
the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, not because they would be 
more strict in keeping the old com-
mandments, but because they would 
be keeping exceeding commandments 
of an exceeding law of an exceeding 
kingdom. Without this exceeding 
righteousness they would “in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 5:20). 

Jesus taught his disciples to pray, 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matt. 
6:10). Renewed earth advocates renew 
the old premillennial assertion that 
the will of God will be done on the 
earth after the Lord returns, but in 
this sermon, Jesus is speaking of the 
kingdom that was “at hand” (Matt. 
4:17). When this kingdom came, the 
Father’s will for its establishment was 
“done in earth” as it was conceived “in 

heaven,” but that did not make the 
earth heaven. 

Our Father is in heaven. We are to 
glorify the “Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5:16). In behavior, we are to be 
“children of our Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:45), and “Be perfect, 
even as your Father in heaven is per-
fect” (Matt. 5:7). We hope for a reward 
of our “Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 6:1). We pray to “Our Father 
which art in heaven” (Matt. 6:9). He 
is our “heavenly Father” (Matt. 7:32). 
Heaven is “God’s throne” (Matt. 5:34); 
earth is “his footstool” (Matt. 5:35). We 
do not expect God to leave his throne 
in heaven and sit with us forever on 
his footstool. 

At the end of the sermon Jesus said: 
“Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 
7:21). There is a sense in which we 
“enter the kingdom of heaven” when 
we obey the Gospel, because that is 
when we are added to the church, but 
in the immediate context of this pas-
sage there are eternal consequences 
in view. In the next verse Jesus said, 
“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I pro-
fess unto them, I never knew you: de-
part from me, ye that work iniquity” 
(Matt. 7:22-23). 

Jesus was not advocating an earthly 
hope in the Sermon on the Mount. In 
the context of spiritual blessings, the 
“meek” would “inherit the earth” in 
“the kingdom of heaven” that was “at 
hand.” 

wmhboyd@aol.com 
647 Finger Bluff Road 

Morrison, TN 37357

Inherit The Earth… 
(Continued from page 65)
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“To the Leoni Church of Christ. 
You offer the best ‘common 
sense’ commentaries that I have 
found. Enclosed is a small token 
of support in hope that you will 
continue in your efforts. Thank 
you” ...M/M Charles Woods, 
Chicago, IL. “Please remove C. 
W. Osteen from your mailing list. 

He has passed away after a well-lived 94 years. He enjoyed 
reading Seek The Old Paths for many years” ...Jerry Osteen, 
Murfreesboro, TN. “Keep teaching God’s word. Hope people 
that read with understanding and obey the Gospel. God’s bless-
ing” ...Lorene Wilson, Binger, OK. “I just finished reading 
the July/18 issue and want to say how great it is. I was especially 
impressed with the brother’s Are Modern Translations Dan-
gerous? I would suggest they are also destructive. I have wit-
nessed first hand the effects of the NIV on three fairly large 
congregations. One was permanently split and another is now 
using mechanical instruments and its leader is referred to as 
pastor in the literature. With a new minister the third was re-
stored. When many of those new versions, translations, etc. 
came on the market, I purchased several and did a study on 
my own. I tried to convince some that we need to stay with the 
KJV and I cited several findings that were not in keeping with 
my understanding of scripture. Like with so many things, not 
all were willing to go along” ...Denver Thomas, Milton, WV. 
“After reading Jon Gary Williams’ excellent article, ‘Warning 
Youth About Alcoholism,’ in the June/18 issue of STOP; I felt 
compelled to write and tell you on a personal level just how de-
structive alcohol is. My brother, who just turned seventy one 
years old, succumbed to a combination of the Arizona heat and 
whiskey early in July. From all indications he was so drunk 
that he didn’t know the AC had quit cooling in his RV; and it is 
uncertain how long he had been dead when someone found 
him. He has had a taste for alcohol for many, many years; and 
increased his consumption after his wife died twelve years ago. 
Unfortunately, he was not a Christian. I pray that brother 
Williams’ article will cause even one person to stop and think 
before they even take that FIRST drink. Pass the word along. 
Thank you for all your hard work and effort that goes into put-
ting out this excellent brotherhood paper” ...Marilyn Potts, 
Meridian, MS. “The articles on ‘wine’ (June/18) are the best 
teaching aid I have seen other than the Bible itself” ...CA. “A 
few months ago you printed a piece about the Book of Mormon. 
I have lost my copy. I’d like to get another copy of it. I am 
preparing a message on false teaching, false doctrine, etc. Your 
article would help me greatly in preparing this. I am an inmate 
here in Oklahoma. Also, I am a chapel worker and am planning 
to give this message here. I am a Christian. I truly believe in 
the Trinity, Jesus died on the cross for me, was resurrected and 
ascended to the Father. Please send that issue you did on the 
Book of Mormon to help me with my message” ...Truman Petty, 
Granite, OK. “I am so thankful to each and every one that I 
receive Seek The Old Paths. I have received it for years now. 
I share it at the church which I attend at Marlow, Oklahoma. I 
would like to request a copy be sent to someone. Thank you and 
God bless you all” ...Howard Jackson, Marlow, OK. “Thank 
you for your wonderful publications of Truth. I appreciate you 
keeping us informed about many things we would not know. 
Thank you and may God bless you and all concerned in this 
work” ...Bobbie Wheeler, Baxter, TN. “We would love to have 
a bundle of 30 sent to the church. We would also like to donate 
but need an address of where to send the donation. Thank you 
very much” ...Willis Church of Christ, Willis, TX. [NOTE: 
“Seek The Old Paths” is FREE, made possible by contri-

butions from both individuals and congregations. We 
sincerely appreciate all who contribute. The ‘seed’ is be-
ing sown and we pray God will give the increase. Con-
tributions can be sent to: Seek The Old Paths, P.O. Box 
7506, McMinnville, TN 37111]. “Thank you for Seek The 
Old Paths and the many timely articles that are presented. 
May God continue to bless your efforts” ...Eldon & Ruth Davis, 
Tuxford, Saskatchewan, Canada. “Please add me to your 
mailing list to receive STOP” ...Russell Clay, Plainview, TX. 
“We definitely enjoy and appreciate receiving your Seek The 
Old Paths and would like to continue having it mailed to us. 
Thank you!” ...Hill Country C/C, Camp Wood, TX. “I enjoy 
your STOP. I took the June issue to a lady at church and she 
said she would like to receive your monthly paper. Keep up the 
great work” ...Ellen Jackson, Cookeville, TN. “I read this 
paper, Seek The Old Paths, and remember that my mom used 
to get it years ago. I would like very much to get the paper. This 
is what we need today in the church more than ever. The Truth 
of God’s word. Thank you” ...Anita Johnson, Booneville, MS. 
“The July/18 was great! Randy Kea is correct on the version is-
sue” ...James Berry, Montgomery, AL. “Thanks much” ...John 
Bennett, Duncanville, TX. “Keep teaching the truth! Thanks 
for your good work” ...Linda Carpenter, Burton, MI. “Thank 
you for a great paper. Thank you so much for explaining God’s 
word more perfectly for us” ...H. B. Bradshaw, Camden, AR. 
“I appreciate your good work. Keep it up” ...Jerry Noblin, 
Luther, OK. “Please take me off your publication mailing at 
this time. Thank you” ...Wade Browne, Canyon, TX. 
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Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the Leoni Church of 
Christ  and is under the oversight of its elders. It is FREE, being sup-
ported by the contributions of both individuals and congregations. Its pri-
mary purpose and goal in publication can be found in Jude 3, 2 Tim. 4:2, 
Titus 1:13, Titus 2:1 and 2 Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published 
unless it is marked “not for publication.” The church building is located 
at: 6818 McMinnville Hwy, Woodbury, TN 37190. 
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